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25,000 more Sudanese flee into Uganda 

NAIROBI (R) — About 25,000 mote southern Sudanese refugees* have 
fled into Uganda to escape fresh fighting between government forces and 
rebels, a United Nations official said Monday. Ahmad Saved Fa rah. 
representative of the United Nations High Commissioner for Rrfugees 
(UNHCR) in Uganda, said the latest influx brought to 63.000 the number 
of Sudanese who have crossed into the country this month. "About 25.000 
have crossed since Friday," Mr. Farah Said. “J am afraid an estimated 
oO.OUO more refugees may cross into Uganda." Mr. Farah said a further 
A J8M) Sudanese were reported to have crossed into Zaire. "It appears 
there is total confusion with villagers fleeing in different directions." Mr. 
Farah added. The Khartoum government launched an offensive against 
Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) rebels in the area was launched 
early this month. Churchmen and aid workers say the drive threatens to 
cut relief supply routes to huge areas affected by famine. SPLA officials 
told Reuters on Monday fierce fighting was raging at Morobo. a village 15 
kilometres north of the border town of Kaya. 
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King visits Oman 


(J.T.) _ HU Majesty 
King Hussein will Tuesday pay a 
bnef visit io Oman for talks with 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Sa’id, an 
official announcement made on 
Jordan Television said Monday. 

Hariri in Oman 

MUSCAT (AP) — Lebanese 
: Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, 
peeking aid to rebuild battered 
South Lebanon, arrived Monday 
for talks with Sultan Qaboos Ben 
Sard. Arab countries, including 
Oman, promised 1500 million in 
resistance following last month’s 
Israeli blitz against guerrillas in 
bouth Lebanon, The Arab states 
of the Gulf region are expected to 
contribute the most. Mr. Hariri, 
accompanied by Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, was in Bahrain on Sun- 
day and then in Qatar before 
coming to Oman. 

Babangidatoqult, 
his aide say 


^ Whs. i . 

j .v\GOS (R) — Nigeria’s military 
icufirjfc/ wer General Ibrahim Babangida 
i lepa , down on Wednesday, a 

senior aide said on Monday. "I 
can assure you that he is leaving 
on Wednesday." the aide, who 
asked not to be named,- told 
Reuters (see earlier story on page 
8 ).' 

Libyan minister 
delays Turkey trip 

ANKARA (R) — Libyan Fore- 
ign Minister Omar A! Montasser 
postponed a visit to Turkey, due 
to have begun on Monday, at the 
last minute, the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry said. The ministry did 
not give a reason but the Turkish 
treasury said that talks on 
Turkish-libyan trade ties, soured 
by huge debts owed by Libya to 
Turkish contractors, were going 
ahead. A Libyan delegation was 
due in Ankara on Wednesday for 
a three-day joint economic com- 
mission meeting. Mr. Montasser 
S*ad been due to meet President 
Suleyman Demirel, Prime Minis- 
ter Tansu Ciller and Foreign 
Master Hikmet Cetin. 

Mars probe 'missing' 
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PASADENA (AP) — Space en- 
gineers say the "missing” Mars 
observer spacecraft probably was 
hit by a temporary computer 
glitch and is not lost in space 
forever. They repeatedly radioed 
commands in an attempt to get a 
response from the spacecraft, a 
high-tech robot designed to give 
scientists their most detailed 
global look at Mars. Even with- 
out a reply. Mars observer has 
automatic computer program- 
ming to make it fire, its thrusters 
and start orbiting the red planet 
*0 Tuesday. It then would try to 
contact Earth on Wednesday. 
ir sh2l®, Glenn Cunningham, mana- 
f-ind* 4 * gef of the $980 million project 
v io & run by Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 
Engineers lost touch with Mars 
observer about 9 p.m. Saturday 
(0J00 GMT Sunday). 

Turkish Cypriot premier 
sets election date 
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NICOSIA (R) — Ttirkish- 
Cyprior Prime Minister Dervis 
Eroglu said Monday parliamen- 
tary elections would take place in 
the breakaway north of Cyprus 
on Nov. 28. The Tak news agency 
said Mr. Eroglu disclosed the 
early election date to visiting 
Turkish journalists in the port of 
Kyrenia. No other details were 
immediately available. 
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liJ-; ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Pato^ 
tan's election commission has 
promulgated a code of conduct 
for the runup to the October 
elections, banning public meet- 
ings on streets and main roads 
and barring provocative sectarian 
speeches. A commission state- 
ment published Monday said no 
leader or candidate during the 
campaign shall call the leader or 
candidate of another fwlyksfir 
€/' (non-believer) or a traitor. The 
r- L St ; Lvift. devised after consultations 
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code, devised 

with leaders of the mam parties, 
does not lay down any special 
penalties for violations, which 
Lut be dealt with under the ex- 
isting rules, officials *ud. The 
...... elections are being held under a 

\^ J Neutral government fonned^er 

diA: fL. resignation of former Presi- 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and 
I rffl Tnme Minister Nawaz Shanf on 
id'a-V July 18 under an army brokered 
, a f settlement of the bitter poi.ncal 
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rivalry between them. 


King: No reversal of decision 
to cut ties with occupied lands 

‘Question marks’ over PLO’s Gaza-Jericho proposal 

Assassination plot ‘not surprising’ because of frequent attacks 


AMMAN* (J.T.) — His Mercy 
Xing Hussein Monday ruled out 
any reversal of Jordan's 1988 
decision to sever administrative 
and legal ties with the Israeli- 
occupied territories noting that 
the severance of relations came 
upon the request of the Palesti- 
nians. 

“Our decision stands. There is 
no going back on it, and there is 
no point of discussing this ques- 
tion in any form." the King said 
in an interview with Agence 
France Presse (AFP). 

“The Palestinian brothers had 
sought to shoulder their own re- 
sponsibilities concerning their 
own cause with our full backing. 
As long as this is what they chose 
on the basis of Resolution 242, 
one can only go along this line 
and there is no room for going 
back in any way," be said. 

King Hussein said he was sur- 
prised by a proposal from Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) ’Chairman Yasser Arafat 
for a partial Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank and called 
for urgent talks with the PLO. 


The King said there had been 
"no coordination at all between 
Jordan and the Palestinians on 
the question of an Israeli with- 
drawal from the Gaza Scrip and 
Jericho." 

Mr. Arafat Saturday called on 
Israel to withdraw from the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank city of 
Jericho at the suit of an Interim 
period of Palestinian self-rule. 

But the King said be had not 
examined the possibility of a par- 
tial Israeli withdrawal from the 
West Bank. 

The absence of coordination 
between the two sides raised 
"question marks” over the con- 
sequences of such a pullout, he 
said. 

"We are awaiting an opportun-. 
ity to look at this question and 
that of general coordination with 
the Palestinians as soon as possi- 
ble in order to avoid any negative 
repercussions." the Monarch 
said, without elaborating. 

Mr. Arafat arrived here unex- 
pectedly later Monday (see sepa- 
rate story). 

In his interview with AFP, the 


King called on the Palestinian 
negotiating team with Israel to 
seek clarification on the final 
suras of the occupied territories, 
which the PLO leadership agreed 
should not be discussed until the 
third year of self-rule. 

"It is necessary to have a pre- 
cise idea on the final status" of 
the occupied territories, he said. 

King Hussein added it was 
“strange that while Arab states 
are disgusting the status of their 
occupied territories the Palesti- 
nians are negotiating an interim 
step towards a final solution." 

"The question I ask myself is, 
what is it an interim step to- 
wards?” 

On a possible federation or 
confederation of Jordan and the 
occupied territories, he said: “All 
the chokes must be made freely 
in the future by the two peoples." 

“Such matters should be left to 
the people to decide on once they 
have freedom of expression and 
have the right to self- 
determination," ne said. 

“There is an occupied land 
with its people, and we hope that 


the occupation will end soon so 
that their sufferings will end and 
they would be in a position to 
make their own choice." 

In 1972, he said, “we put for- 
ward three proposals: Return to 
unity that existed before 1967; a 
union between Palestine and Jor- 
dan; or an independent Palesti- 
nian sute." 

“I remember that the PLO 
recognised U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242 after Jordan’s 
1968 decision to sever relations." 
the King said. 

However, he added, Jordan 
offered the idea of an umbrella to 
the Palestinians to peace talks 
with Israel in order to overcome 
obstacles in the way of bolding 
the peace talks. 

“Jordan will continue to pro- 
vide all forms of assistance and 
backing to the Palestinians until 
they regain their homeland." he 
said. 

King Hussein said he had 
“proof' that army cadets were 
involved in an Islamic fun- 

(Coatinucd on page 10) 


Merbah laid to rest; suspect held 


Combined agency despatches 

ALGIERS — Some 2.000 people 
attended the funeral Monday of 
assassinated former Algerian 
Prime Minister Kastfi Merbah. as 
one of the five suspects in the 
killing was reportedly arrested. 

Mr. Merbah was buried in 
-Martyrs Square” in the national 
cemetery of A! Alia where some 
of the most famous members of 
the Algerian national movement 
have been laid to rest. 

But as the funeral cortege set 
off from Mr. Merbah's family 
home his widow branded former 
President Chadli Benjedid a 
“murderer.” 

Her head shrouded in a white 
shawl as a sign of mourning, Mr. 
Merbah’s widow, Mrs. Fatima, 
briefly addressed the crowds 
waiting outside her home m El 
Bair. 

She said that Mr. Benjedid was 
responsible for the deaths of all 
intellectuals and journalists, 
accusing him of having led Alger- 
ia into its current chaos. 

The independent daily Al 
Watan reported Monday that a 
suspect wounded in Saturday's 
shootout bad been arrested. No 
other details were given, 
although the paper reported that 
Mr. Merbah had fired back at his 
assailants before dying. 

Mr. Merbah and four others 
died when five gunmen sprayed 
their two cars with bullets near- 
the ex-premier's summer borne 
on die outskirts of Algiers, family - 
members said. 

Among the .mourners at the 


funeral were Prime Minister- 
designate Redha Malek, new De- 
fence Minister General Lamine 
Zerouai and former President 
Ahmad Ben Bella. 

Mr. Merbah, 55, was buried 
along with the four other victims 
who died in the bloody attack, his 
son, Hakim, 25, his brother, 
Abdul Aziz, 52, and his driver 
and bodyguard. 

No one has claimed responsi- 
bility for the ambush although 
authorities have blamed Muslim 
militants who, since January 
1992. have waged a rebellion 
against the military-backed gov- 
ernment after it cancelled elec- 
tions that the now-banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was poised 
to win. 

The small nationalist opposi- 
tion party that Mr. Merbah 
headed, the Algerian Movement 
for Justice and Development, 
hinted that other elements might 
be behind the murders, calling h 
the work of "professional kiflen." 

“They have killed the man who 
sought dialogue and national re- 
conciliation," the party said in a 
statement. 

As recently as July 12, Mr. 
Merbah, who was also a former 
bead of the country’s dreaded 
political police, had advocated 
dialogue with Islamic extremists 
to restore "civil peace” to the 
country. 

Mohammad Boudiaf, first 
president of the ruling High State 
Council, was assassinated June 
29, 1992, although it remains 
undear whether Islamic militants 
were behind the killing. 


Muslim militants were blamed 
for attacks on three government 
mhusters early this year. 

Mr. Malek, the premier- 
designate, is said to be in favour 
of a tough crackdown on mili- 
tants. 

Mr. Merbah's assassination has 
also revived a controversy be- 
tween the country's political par- 
ties, some of which advocate 
negotiating with the militants and 
others which favour force to 
crush the fundamentalist move- 
ment. 

Observers say the killing of Mr. 
Merbah was significant as he was 
a member of the opposition and 
had expressed reservations about 
the government’s cancelling the 
elections. He had also urged the 
authorities to -negotiate with the 
now-banned FIS. 

On Monday, the Islamic Re- 
naissance Movement (MRI) of 
Sheikh Abdullah Djaballah con- 
demned Mr. Merbah's killing, 
saying in a communique that it 
amounted to “a dangerous sign 
(hat blind terrorism was taking 
bold” 

It added that the assassination 
was aimed at "plunging the coun- 
try in a dark hole that only serves 
the interests of the West." 

France said it hoped the 
appointment of a new Algerian 
pome minister would lend im- 
petus to its straggling programme 
of economic and political reform. 

Algeria's five-man presidential 
council sacked Prime Minister 
Abdul Sahun Belaid Saturday 
and appointed Mr. Malek to take 
his place. 


Israel to 
maintain 
-Iblockade of 
Palestinians 


Qadhafi indicates switch in stand 


LONDON (Agencies) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi said 
two suspects in the bombing of a 
U.S. airliner may be persuaded to 
surrender voluntarily if the West 
restores diplomatic links with 
Libya. 

In an interview with Scottish 
television broadcast Monday 
night, Coionei Qadhafi said U.N. 
sanctions would never force his 
country to send the two suspects 
for trial in Britain or the United 
States. 

The United States. Britain and 
France have pledged to press the 
United Nations for stronger sanc- 
tions against Libya unless the 
suspects m the December 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am jet over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, were sur- 
rendered by Oct. 1. 

U.S. and British officials want 
to try the two Libyans in connec- 
tion with the bombing, which 
killed 270 people. France is de- 
manding Libyan cooperation in 
the investigation of the bombing 
of a UTA airliner over Niger in 
1989 which killed >170 people. 

Col. Qadhafi ’ reiterated that 
Libya had nothing to do with the 
Lockerbie bombing and said the 
country has been accused for 
"political reasons." 

Last week. Libya repeated tiiai 
it would surrender the two men 



Muamnur Qadhafi 

for trial somewhere other than 
the United States and Britain. 
But in the Scottish television in- 
terview, recorded last week. Col. 
Qadhafi raised the possibility the 
two suspects might agree to stand 
trial in the United States or Bri- 
tain if diplomatic ties are res- 
tored. 

“We have been urging them to 
gp and we want them to do that in 
order for America and Britain 
to get exposed, but they’re very 
frightened because they say that 
those who have unjustly accused 
us could unjustly convict us," 
Col. Qadhafi said. 

“When these two people find 


that their country has now estab- 
lished diplomatic rotations with these 
countries, this would give 
them more confidence to go,” he 
said. 

During the 90-minute inter- 
view, the Libyan leader took a 
conciliatory tone to the U.S. and 
British governments. 

He said there were “big possi- 
bilities" for cooperation between 
Libya and the United States and 
spoke of the courage of “our 
friend." President Bill Clinton. 

He also spoke approvingly of 
British Prime* Minister John Ma- 
jor, calling him “a good man” 
who was "dose to the ordinary 
people.” He said Mr, Major was 
not as aggressive as former Prime 
MinisterMargarec Thatcher be- 
cause be did not have her 
woman’s “inferiority complex." 

Col. Qadhafi blamed the U.N. 
sanctions, which were imposed in 
April 1992, for the crash last 
December of the Libyan Arab 
Airlines Boeing 727 in Libya with 
the loss of 157 lives. 

Col. Qadhafi said the sanctions 
had stopped the airlinen from 
getting spare parts and prevented 
technicians from travelling to 
Libya to check planes for safety. 

“That is why the plane came 
down on a flight between Ben- 
ghazi and Tripoli,” he said. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel has 
approved continued funding of 
jobs for a limited number of 
Palestinians living in the occupied 
territories, signalling continua- 
tion of a controversial exclusion 
policy. 

Gad Ben-Ari, a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yitzahk Rabin, 
said a budget of 45 million 
shekels ($16 million) would fund 
“initiated work” for 15,000 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

This would keep the “make- 
work" project going until the end 
of October. 

“The decision is to continue 
the same project created in 
May,” Mr. Ben-Ari said. At that 
time the government allocated 
$12 million to fund jobs for 
Palestinians in the areas where 
they live during the months of 
June and August. 

Israel sealed off the Palesti- 
nians of the occupied territories 
in March after a rash of fatal 
attacks on Israelis by Arabs. The 
move cut off 100,000 Arabs from 
mostly mereaj jobs in Israel. 

The closure was condemned by 
Palestinians for barring them 
from East Jerusalem, although 
Israel has been allowing about 
50.000 workers to enter on li- 
mited permits to work in agricul- 
ture and on building sites. 

Meanwhile Palestinian sources 
said that relatives of Sami Namat 
Zaarub, 33, who was found dead 
in his cell in the Gaza prison on 
Saturday, wanted a Danish 
coroner to conduct an (dependent 
autopsy on his body. 

Military sources said Mr. 
Zaarub. who had been in military 
custody on arms charges since 
May 4, died of pneumonia, but 
Palestinian officials said he died 
as a result of army brutality while 
in custody. 

The Palestinian-Israeli Orga- 
nisation for Human Rights has 
asked the state prosecutor to 
investigate whether the prisoner 
had been placed in an icy cell 
during interrogation and to ex- 
plain why he was not admitted to 
hospital. 

Another group, the Palestine 
Human Rights Information Cen- 
tre. said more than 30 Palesti- 
nians have died in prison since 
the start of the anti-Israeli upris- 
ing in the occupied territories in 
December 1987: 

An Israeli opposition party acc- 
cused the government Monday of 
ripping down protest banners 
across the country because they 
opposed any return of the Golan 
Heights to Syria. 

"They are taking down hun- 
dres of signs to advance their 
political views," said Gonen 
segev, a parliament member from 
the far-right Tsomet party. 



Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat is received upon his arrival here Monday by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majall and other officials (Petra photo) 

Arafat arrives, says Jericho 
no substitute for Jerusalem 


By a Jordan Times Staff Re- 
porter with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat arrived Monday to 
assess with His Majesty King 
Hussein the Middle East peace 
process before the llth round of 
Arab-Israeli negotiations next 
week. 

In arrival comments, Mr. Ara- 
fat said that the Palestinians will 
not cede Jerusalem as their capit- 
al and that “Jerusalem is not 
solely a Palestinian issue but is of 
concern to all Arabs. Muslims 
and Christians." 

The Palestinian president said 
that the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from the Gaza Strip and 
the occupied West Bank town of 
Jericho was one of the options to 
be discussed in the next round of 
Arab-Israeli talks. 

The talks are also expected to 
focus on Palestinian-Jordanian 
committees set up during a visit 
by Mr. Arafat in July to lay the 
groundwork for confederation 
between Jordan and any future 
independent Palestinian state. 

Two of them, an economic 
committee headed on the Palesti- 
nian side by PLO Executive 


Committee member Suleiman 
Najjab and a broder and security 
committee headed by Executive 
Committee member Yaser Amr, 
are scheduled to hold their first 
meetings on Tuesday (see pages 3 
and 10). 

Mr. Arafat was asked whether 
reports that he was ready to 
accept such a limited Israeli with- 
drawal at this stage were true and 
whether it meant that he was 
ready to accept Jericho as a “tem- 
porary capital" for a Palestinian 
government headed by him. 

He said the Palestinians in- 
sisted on Jerusalem being their 
capital and that Jericho cannot be 
a substitute for the Holy City. 

Mr. Arafat, who will anend the 
meeting of the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian committees opening ■. 
here today, was received upon 
arrival by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam A! Majali and Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Jawad Al Anani and other offi- ■ 
dais. 

King Hussein was expected to 
meet the PLO chairman later 
Monday. 

Mr. Arafat expressed hope that 
the 11th round of Arab-Israeli 
peace talks will be fruitful. "Let’s 
wait and see," he said. 


He stressed that the PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee was unified in 
supporting Palestinian political 
moves. A recent meeting held in 
Tunis and attended by the 
Palestinian delegation to the 
peace talks confirmed the PLO’s 
unity, he said. 

He said that Mahmoud Dar- 
wish. a member of PLO Execu- 
tive Committee, did not resign 
but suspended his political activi- 
ties to dedicate more time to 
writing. 

A PLO spokesman told the 
Palestinian news agency WAFA 
that resignations had to be sub- 
mitted to the Palestine National 
Counrii. which elects the execu- 
tive. The last session of the PNC 
was in 1991. 

"The wish of brother 
Mahmoud Darwish to devote his 
time to his creative work, which 
we are proud of. is an old and 
legitimate wish, but bis resigna- 
tion has not yet been examined." 
a PLO statement said in Tunis. 

Mr. Darwish, a noted poet, 
said on Friday he had resigned 
from the Executive Committee to 
give all his time to his intellectual 
work. 

(Continued on page 10) 


Executive Committee 
to meet on PLO crisis 


Combined agency despatches 

AMMAN — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) will 
meet Thursday in Tunis to discuss 
a financial and political crisis 
crippling the organisation, a com- 
mittee member said Monday. 

The PLO’s leadership called 
for the meeting to examine the 
organisation's internal and finan- 
cial situation, Abdul Rahim MaJ- 
Jub. a member of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine's (PFLP) political bureau, 
told AFP in Amman. 

A prominent member of the 
18-strong committee, poet 
Mahmoud Darwish, announced 
his resignation on Tnursday and 
Shafiq Al Hout, the PLO's repre- 
sentative in Lebanon, said Sun- 
day he was suspending his parti- 
cipation in the decision-making 
body. 

Mr. Maliuh said other resigna- 


tions were in the offing, adding 
that “a growing number of Ex- 
ecutive Committee members 
were very concerned about the 
PLO's political concessions." 

He said the PLO's institutions 
faced collapse due to the financial 
crisis facing the leadership. 

Mr. Maliuh said he would 
anend, even though the PFLP* 
has boycotted Executive Com- 
mittee meetings since November 
1991 to protest against the condi- 
tions under which the Palesti- 
nians committed themselves to 
the Middle East peace process. 

Another Executive Committee 
member, Tayseer Khaled of the 
Democratic From for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, blamed the 
current crisis on corruption in the 
leadership's upper ranks. 

"The financial blunder 

(Continued on page 3) 
‘Confidence crisis,’ page 10. 


Iraq: U.N. talks should 
aim at lifting sanctions 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Iraq in- 
sisted Monday that technical talks 
with the United Nations at the 
end of this month should also 
discuss Baghdad's demand that 
world trade sanctions be lifted. 

An Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
statement, read to the Associated 
Press in Amman by telephone, 
confirmed that Baghdad would 
participate in the Aug. 31 talks. 

Those talks are aimed at re- 
solving an impasse over the de- 
ployment of monitoring cameras 
at Iraqi missile sites. The cameras 
have been installed, but are not 
yet switched on, pending the out- 
come of the New York’ talks. 

The ministry statement said 
Iraq wants the talks io include the 
posible lifting of international- 
sanctions imposed on Iraq after 
its Aug. 2, 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

With the United States and 


Britain still firmly in favour of 
sanctions. Iraq is not expected to 
make much progress towards lift- 
ing the punitive measures im- 
posed three years ago. 

The talks will be a follow-up to 
the July visit to Iraq by Rolf 
Ekeus. head of the U.N. Special 
Commission charged with des- 
troying Iraq’s non-conventionaJ 
and long-range weapons. 

General Amer Rasheed. head 
of Iraq's military-industrial com- 
mission, will head Baghdad’s de- 
legation to the meetings, said a 
ministry statement. 

In an interim compromise to 
avert a U.S. attack, Iraq agreed 
to the placement of cameras at 
the missile sites. But they will not 
be activated unless the talks in 
New York resolve various issues 
on long-term monitoring. 

"On the basis of the agreement 

(Continued on page 3) 


Sheikh 
Jaber in 
Syria 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Kuwait’s 
Emir Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah arrived Monday for talks 
with President Hafez Al Assad on 
the Middle East peace talks and 
regional security. 

In Beirut, police defused a 
bomb at the entrance ro a build- 
ing housing offices of two Kuwaiti 
companies, a day before the 
emir’s scheduled arrival in the 
Lebanese capital. 

Sheikh Jaber arrived in Damas- 
cus from Cairo where he held 
similar discussions with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. A new 
round of Middle East peace talks 
begins Aug. 31 in Washington. 

The emir and Mr. Assad also 
were expected to discuss the 
Damascus declaration, signed by 
eight Arab states in 1991. 

The plan involved stationing 
tens of thousands of troops from 
resource-poor but manpower-rich 
Syria and Egypt in the oil- rich but 
lightly populated Gulf, to help 
prevent a repetition of such 
events as the invasion of Kuwait. 

It soon foundered and the Gulf 
states went their own way. 

Syria and Egypt had sent 
troops to the Gulf region to join 
the U.S. -led coalition force that 
drove Iraq's army out of Kuwait. 

In Beirut, a police* spokesman, 
who cannot be named in line with 
regulations, said the bomb, 
attached to a timer, was defused 
at 2:58 p.m. (1158 GMT) two 
minutes before its set-off time. 

He said the bomb was planted 
at the entrance to an eight-storey 
building housing offices of 
Kuwait Airways and Bank of 
Lebanon and Kuwait in Beirut's 
Hamra commercial thoroughfare. 

The airline is owned by the 
Kuwaiti government and most of 
the bank’s shares are owned by 
Kuwaiti Defence Minister Sheikh 
Ali Al Sabah. 





IV&iddle East News 


Pelitioners try desperately 
to keep Demjanjuk in Israel 


Change of law, repeated appeals in court, 
and ‘prima facie evidence’ among tools 



By Ruth Ebeastein 
The Associated Press 


TEL AVIV — Opponents of 
John Demjanjuk’s release 
will do anything they can to 
prevent him from leaving 
Israel, they said Sunday — 
even if it means changing the 
law to get him retried. 

“I’m already speaking with 
members of parliament from 
the left and the right/’ Avi 
Beker, a spokesman for the 
World Jewish Congress, told 
The Associated Press. 

Israel's supreme court last 
month overturned a 1988 
death sentence against the 
73-year old Ukrainian-born 
Ohio auto worker for being 
Ivan the terrible, a Nazi camp 
guard who killed over 
800.000 people at the Treb- 
linka camp. 

But it said there was con- 
vincing evidence he belonged 
to a Nazi guard unit that 
helped kill people and served 
in the Sobibor camp. 

In all. eight high court jus- 
tices and the attorney general 
have decided against a new 
trial, citing the danger of 
double jeopardy and saying 
legal proceedings against Mr. 
Demjanjuk have already 
dragged on too long. 

The attorney general also 
noted that the original 1986 
U.S. extradition order was 
only to allow'Mr. Demjanjuk 
to stand trial for the charges 
relating to Treblinka. 

Nine petitioners disagreed, 
and last week were granted 
until Sept. 2 to find new 
reasons to keep Mr. Demjan- 
jux in Israel to face trial for 
charges related to Sobibor 
and elsewhere. 

Mr. Beker said he hoped 
the process would buy 
enough time to change the 
lav. eo Mr. Demjanjuk would 
be tried. 

“We want the parliament 
:o initiate a motion saying the 
law dealing with Nazi* crimin- 
als should be more flexible 
...in matters of extradition 
and double jeopardy." he 


John Demjanjiik 


said. 

Efraim Zuroff, a spokes- 
man for another U.S. -based 
petitioner, the' Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre of Los 
Angeles, agreed that Israel 
needed pushing from the 
appellants to bring Mr. Dem- 
janjuk to justice. 

“The sad story is that in- 
stead of Israel doing the work 
itself, private organisations 
are forced to,” Mr. Zuroff 
said in an interview. 

“The trouble with Israel is 
we try to be holier than the 
Pope," Mr. Avraham Cas- 
srier, an attorney represent- 
ing eight survivors of Sobibor 
living in Israel, told the 
Associated Press. “France 
would have hung him, the 
Ukraine would have killed 
him, Germany would have 
locked him away forever." 

Mr. Cassrier said his tactics 
would be to file and refile for 
appeal until Mr. Demjanjuk 
gets retried. He hopes to get 
a sitting of 11 judges — the 
historic maximum for the 
court — to hear the appeal. 

This would mean that the 
eight justices who have 
already said Mr. Demjanjuk 
shoyld not be retried would 
have to step down temporarily, 
to be replaced by’ district 
court judges. 

A statement from the Jus- 
tice Ministry said that an 
appeal to an 1 1-justice court 
was theoretically possible. 


Irwin Coder, an expert on 
international law working 
with the World Jewish Con- 
gress, rejected repeated 
appeals, saying that if the 
supreme court rejected next 
month’s appeal, that would 
be the end of it. 

He preferred to focus on 
Israel’s obligations under in- 
ternational law as an appeal 
tactic. 

“The international law 
principle is overriding 
whenever a person is found in 
any jurisdiction against 
whom there is prima fade 
evidence of crimes against 
humanity/’ Mr. Coder said. 

He said Israeli law was 
problematic in making an 
appeal stick, because the sup- 
reme court would be in the 
unusual position of overrid- 
ing the attorney general if it 
ordered a new trial. 

“The criterion is that the 
supreme court will intervene 
only if the attorney general 
was unreasonable in the ex- 
treme/’ he said. “That crite- 
rion in itself is unreasonable 
and inappropriate.” 

Mr. Zuroff said the 
Wiesenthal centre would 
address double jeopardy by 
iotrodudng evidence that 
Mr. Demjanjuk was at other 
camps not mentioned in the 
original trial. 

.He admitted that all the 
research was not in, but “we 
know that someone in those 
places in bis position was 
involved in implementing the 
final solution/’ Mr. Zuroff 
said, using a Nazi euphem- 
ism. 

Yoram Sbeftel. Mr. Dem- 
janjuk’s lawyer, has said the 


LEBANON MISSION: Qatari Crown Prince 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa AI Tham (left) Sunday 
with Arab League Secretary-General Esraat Abdul 


Meguid. The Arab League chief is accompanying 
Lebanese Premier Rafik Hariri on a visit to the Gulf 
states to raise funds for Lebanon (AFP photo) 


Berne: No negotiations 
with PKK over hostages 


BERNE (R) — Switzerland has 
said it would not negotiate direct- 
ly with Kurdish guerrillas who 
have kidnapped three of its 
nationals in south-eastern 
Turkey. 

“We will not negotiate directly 
with the PKK. The Turkish au- 
thorities are responsible for 
security tn Turkey.” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Franz Egie 
said. 


The Brussels-based Kurdish 
committee said on Saturday the 
armed wing of the PKK (Kurdis- 
tan Labour Party), which is fight- 


release of the three Swiss hos- 
tages. 

Mr. Egle said contacts had 
been going very well and that the 
Turkish authorities had been 
“very cooperative.'’ 

“The Swiss embassy in Ankara 
has been in contact with the 
Turkish authorities, with the aim 
of finding out where the hostages 
are. and' asking Turkish support 
in_ securing their release/' the 
ministry’s statement said. 

The ministry added there were 
“indications that the PKK were 
behind the kidnappings" and said 
it had set up a group of experts 


Former first 
lady of 
Israel dies 


i„g for a separate Kurdish state. ^ SOTiTSe 

d t / s P ee diest possible release of 

those kidnapped. 


petitioners are exploiting 
Israeli’s legal system to deny 
Mr. Demjanjuk his rights — 


and has noted that the new 
charges have come late in the 
game, seven years after his 
extradition. 

Mr. Zuroff conceded that 
point. “A lot of these ave- 
nues were not fully explored 
because we were* convinced 
we had Ivan the terrible,” he 
said. 


its latest strike against Turkey's 
lucrative tourism industry. 

Switzerland said later that 
three of its nationals — a young 
married couple and a man — 
were missing, along with an Ita- 
lian. The Swiss are all from the 
southern canton of Ticino, 
bordering Italy. 

The Kurdish committee said 
the home countries of the four 
tourists should contact ERNK, 
the political wing of the banned 
PKK. But Turkey will not allow 
any country to negotiate directly 
with the PKK. sayine this would 
imply recognition of the rebels. 

The Swiss foreign ministry 
issued a statement Sunday even- 
ing saying Switzerland's embassy 
in Ankara had asked Turkish 
authorities to help secure the 


“The first task is to find out 
where ihe hostages are. and wha: 
is their stale of health/' the state- 
ment said. 

Spokesman Egie said he cold 
not confirm reports that the hos- 
tages were Jehovah's Witnesses, 
who were in the region to seek 
the remains of Noah’s .Ark. 

Mount Agri (Ararat), which 
lies just inside modem Turkey, is 
a popular site for Biblical resear- 
chers looking for the ark. 

Jehovah's Witnesses are a 


Christian fundamentalist sect ! mastectomy, opting for che- 
which rejects all other religions I motherapy and a lumpectomy. 

I J 1 : , - - ' T Mar cti. 


and denominations, believes in 
the imminent end of the world 
and refuses to accept civil author- 
ity’ where it clashes with its own 
principles. 


Morocco builds new wonder of the world of Islam 


Later, she argued for the right of 
ihe patients to determine treat- 
ment. 

Yitzhak Navon served as presi- 
dent until 1983. The couple rep- 
resented Israel during its first 
peace treaty with an Arab state, 
the Camp David accords with 
Egypt, and during its most con- 
troversial war, in Lebanon. 


By A li Bouzerda 
Reuter 


CASABLANCA. Morocco 
— A modern wonder of the 
world of Islam, it is designed 
to give worshippers the feel- 
ing that their place of prayer 
is floating on water. 

To top that, its minaret 
reaches taller than any other 
in the world. 

Now. after six years of 
round-the-clock working. 
King Hassan Two mosque on 
the edge of the Atlantic 
Ocean, is finally complete. 

“Apart from Mecca and 
the Prophet Mohammad's 
mosque in Medina, it will be 
the biggest in the Islamic 
World and a jewel bestowed 
upon ail Moroccans," King 
Hassan said in an’appeal for 
public donations for the mos- 
que five years ago. 

On Aug, 30, he will realise 
his dream when he inaugu- 
rates the . huge mosque in 
time for the Prophet's birth- 
day. 

King Hassan Two mosque, 
which combines high-tech 
with ornate Muslim tradition. 


towers over the historic city 
of Casablanca. 

King Hassan derided to 
build the mosque in memory 
of his father Mohammad V 
who died in Casablanca in 
1961 but is buried in the 
capital Rabat. 

Elio Riello, assistant to 
French architect Michel Pin- 
seau, says its location is no 
accident. 

“Its geographical setting 
was important as the mosque 
is the last or the first rampart 
on the land of Islam, whether 
you come from the East or 
the West/' 

The waves of the Atlantic 
— up to 10 metres high — 
break against massive sup- 
ports which protect the 
ground on which the mosque 
sits, giving the faithfril the 
impression, while praying, 
that the great mosque is float- 
ing on water. 

Officials say the king 
wanted it that way because 
The Koran refers to Allah's 
“throne over the water/' 

Designed by Michel Pin- 
seau, a personal friend of the 
king, the mosque can 


accommodate 25.000 wor- 
shippers inside its main hall. 
A wide polished marble es- 
planade around the mosque 
can accommodate a further 
75,000 worshippers. 

“The whole of St. Peters 
in Rome could fit inJide the 
main building,” one French 
architect said. “The minaret 
will be higher than the Great 
Pyramid Of Cheops," he 
added. 

The ceiling, at its point, 
rises 65 metres above the 
floor. 

The white and green 
minaret rises 200 metres. 

A laser on the top projects 
a 30 kilometres beam east at 
night to show the way to the 
Holy City of Mecca. 

A mechanically-operated 
roof opens in three minutes 
to transform the hall into an 
open-air assembly area. 

More than 10,000 crafts- 
men have decorated the in- 
terior of the mosque with 
mosaics and cedarwood ceil- 
ing carvings. Some are 
embellished with gold leaf. 

A total of 2,500 pillars sup- 
port the highly decorated 


ceiling of the main hall. 

Fifty huge candelabras of 
Venetian ^-crystal, each 
weighing over a tonne, hang 
from the ceiling. 

Hand .made plaster stucco 
and geometric designs adorn 
the enormous central prayer 
room. 

There are 124 fountains 
spouting water night and day 
for ritual washing underneath 


It is also one of the most 


The mosque has two huge 
mezzanines reserved for 
women and two steam baths 
— one for men and one for 
women. 

A modem library, a reli- 
gious school in adjacent 
buildings and parking space, 
for more than 1,000 cars 
make up the complex. 

The French company- 
Bouygues began work on the 
main building on Aug. 11, 
1987. 


expensive. 

King Hassan launched a 
public subscription which 
raised more than three billion 
dirhams ($320 million) by the 
end of 1990- The $13 million 
contributors included 40,000 
foreigners. 

The Moroccan monarch 
contributed 6.8 million 
dirhams ($800,000). . 

Officials have not revealed 
the final cost but experts esti- 
mate it could reach $500 mil- 
lion. 


The mosque is one of the 
most ambitious civilian con- 
struction projects undertaken 
in Morocco, a country of '26 
million people, since inde- 
pendence in 1956. 


Moroccan officials portray 
the mosque as a symbol of 
tolerance. 

“The Hassan Two mosque 
is the mirror of tolerant 
Islam," Interior and Informa- 
tion Minister Driss Basri • 
said. 

Asked about the mosque, 
Abdul Salam Yassin, 66, spir- 
itual leader of the outlawed 
Al Adi Wal Ihsane (Justice 
and Charity) group, said: 

“They say it's the biggest in 
the worid. We are pleased to 
have it. We would like to be 
able to preach and pray 
there, if ever they let us." 


By the time she was 19, Ofira 
Erez had been named “Sabarit” 
(native-born Israeli girl) of the 
year, and bad represented Israel 
in a beauty contest sponsored by 
the French magazine, Elle. She 
married Mr.. Navon m 1963. " 

She was the first Israeli-born 
first lady, and the couple was the 
first presidential “mixed mar- 
riage" — he was a Sephardic, or 
Middle Eastern Jew, she was 
born to Ashkenazi, or Eastern 
European parents. 

That mix, and the fact that they 
were the first to bring small chil- 
dren to the first family, made 
them symbol- of the new Israel. 

There were other contrasts: He 
was the phlegmatic establishment 
politician; she was an outspoken 
career woman; he was the scion ! 
of a family- that had lived in 
Jerusalem for years; she was a 
child of the new city of Tel Aviv. 

After his presidency, Mr. 
Navon served as education minis- 
ter from 1984-1991. Mrs. Navon, 
stung by press criticism of her 
outspokenness, receded from the 
public eye but remained a volun- 
teer for her favourite causes. 

Mrs. Navon, survived by her 
husband, her daughter Naama, 
20, and her son, Erez, 19, was to 
be buried Monday, Israel Radio 
said. 
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Nighttime bomb in Tehran injures four 


NICOSIA (AP) A bomb exploded before dawn Monday in the 

Tehran, injuring four P e ^’ d ^ D |^ S ^ 
shattering windows, the national news agency IRNA Tte 
Mtf «E& ™ SS«<d in Nicosia, said me bomb was pjantedn, 
a car in the southern part of the city. The report ga 
did nol say how serious die injuries were or who 
responsible for the attack. However, the Mujahedeen-e-KhaIq, an 
IraniLi opposition group based in Iraq, 

attacks inside Iran this year. Also, tensions between Iran and lraq, 
SS in a brutal war from l 980 - 88 , have been running hghn, 

recent months. * • 


Somalis end protest at conditions in Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — Hundreds of Somali refugees staging a protest at j 
the U.N. offices in Cairo to demand more aid agreed i tt?ud their j 
action on Sunday after Egyptian diplomats int^n^ Abo«400 1 
Somalis occupied the gardens of the i United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) office inCam). Some were 
there for five days and were on hunger strike. The Somals agreed 
to stop their protest when an Egyptian diplomat, a UNHCR 
officer, and a Somali representative agreed they would visit 
charity Caritas which is due to give them money. Their leader 
Basha Ahmad Abdi told Reuters the UNHCR had decided to give 
each family 350 Egyptian pounds ($100) per month and each single 
person 100 Egyptian pounds ($30). Both figures were mndifov/e^ 
than those given to Somali refugees in other countries. Mr- AbaP’ 
said. But UNHCR officer Bhairija Panday said no sum had been 
fixed and each case would be treated on it? individual merits^ 
l About 7,000 Somalis in Egypt receive refugee help. 


2 held for smuggling drug into Israeli Jan 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Ofira 
Navon, the former Israeli first 
lady who brought a high profile to 
the job by lobbying for the rights 
of the disadvantaged, died Sun- 
day at 57. 

Mrs. Navon, wife to fifth 
Israeli President Yitzhak Navon. 
died from leukemia at Hadassah- 
Era Kerem Hospital in occupied 
Jerusalem, Israel Radio said. 

When her husband was inaugu- 
rated into the largely ceremonial 
post in 1978. Mrs. Navon raised 
the profile of a job that most of 
her predecessors were happy to 
keep low-key. 

“It’s a very bard job/* she told 
Israel army radio in May after the 
latest president, Ezer Weizman, 
j was sworn in. “But there is the 
I satisfaction of the fact that you 
! are at the centre of power, that 
j you can use your ties, your ability 
: to influence’.’' 

{ Mrs. Navon. a developmental 
* psychologist, lobbied for the 
i rights of the disabled and for 
j children’s rights. 

In 1979, she was diagnosed 
i with breast cancer and rejected a 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Two men found out heroin does not go better 
with coke when they were charged Sunday with smuggling' the 
white powder into jail in a soft drink bottle, Israel Radio reported. 
An alert policeman beard Avraham Maman and Ytsrael Cohen 
shout out, “It's okay, it’s in the coke/' as they ended a visit with 
friends in the lockup in Rishon Lezion, a Tel Aviv suburb, the 
radio said. The policeman checked out the bottle, the report said, 
found 26 grammes of heroin, and marched the two back into the 
lockup for a taste of the real tiling. The Petacb Tikva magistrate’s 
court detained the two on charges of drug possession Sunday, the 
radio said. ' 


Israeli police catch four escapees 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Police nabbed three of four prisoners Sunday 
who had escaped the Tel Aviv district prison the night befagje, 
Israel Radio reported. The four had escaped when the ringleader/a i 
former police informer, held up a guard at gunpoint and released 
the other three Saturday night. The escapees were caught mJaffij, 
south of Tel Aviv, when a police blockade stopped them after they 
had careened around Tel Aviv m a stolen car, the radio sakL 'AH 
four attempted to escape on foot, but only one, Kaddafi Bairi from 
Jaffa, got away. Pc$ce recovered the .22 caliber pistol the 
ringleader had vised to help his friends escape, when thev cansbt 4e 
three, the radio said. They were investigating bow he had obtained The 
gun. All four — two Arab Israelis from Jaffa and two Palestinians 
from East Jerusalem — were in prison on criminal charges. Mr. 
Bairi, 18, was m jail for car theft 


8 killed in Iran coal mine blast 


NICOSIA (R) — Eight coalminers were killed and about a dozen 
were .missing after an explosion at a state-owned mine in southeast 
Iran, an Iranian official said Monday. An official of the Mines and 
Metals Ministry said rescue teams had recovered eight bodies after 
part of Babnizou mine near the town of Zarand, 720 kflometxes 
southeast of Tehran, collapsed when a pocket of methane gas 
exploded on Thursday. They were searching for about a dozed 
others they hoped would still be alive in the tunnels at the 
“relatively large” mine, he told Reuters by telephone from Tehran. 
Tehran's Salam newspaper said 18 miners injured in the Mast weng 
being treated in hospitals at the nearby provincial capital Tof 
Kerman. The official said the ministry had sent a team of experts!*? 
investigate the cause of the blast at the mine, run by pfc 
state-owned Kerman Coal Company. 


Russian pilot commits suicide in Iran 


[ NICOSIA (AP) — A Russian airline pilot has committed suicide ; 
by jumping out his hotel window in northwestern Iran, an Iranian 
newspaper reported Monday. The FarsMangnage Salam said the 
^year-old pitot. identified as Anatoly Kopolin, killed himself 
inursaav dv inmnincr nut nf Me * „ . , • 


L.. ■ . ” ~ . . J ‘Wfwuii, Mlicu imiDCII 

Thursday by jumping out of his room, at the Jasm Hotel in 
Mashhad, capital of Iran s northeastern Khorasan province. The 


jwasnnaa, capirai of Iran s northeastern Khorasan province. The 

S* not known. It did 

not say for which aniine > Kopolin worked. Kopolin’s body was 

R “? ia ; l * added - Several airlines from theComn^ealth 
of Independent States have scheduled flights to Mashhad 


Kuwait says Indian labour row solved 


KUWAIT (R) A Kuwait Foreign Ministry official said on i 
Monday a row involving 130 IndSn workers and * 
manpower firm over contract terms bad been solved JasST^ 

and loaders of vegetable ck f n ? IS 
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Senior oflicers of the Royal War College Mondaj attend ■ lecture delivered by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al Mqjaii 

Premier reviews government stands 
In lecture at Royal War College 
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AMMAN (Pelraj ~ Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Majaii 
Monday delivered a lecture at the 
'Royal War College in which he 
■reaffirmed Jordan's standi with 
regard to the Middle East peace 
process, noting That Jordan was 
providing an 'umbrella for the 
Palestinians in the peace negotia- 
tions. 

Stating that the coming ejec- 
tions will be free and fair, the 
prime minister pledged govern- 
ment action to ensure that the 
parliamentary elections are held 
in an atmosphere of freedom and 
democracy. 

' With reference to its economic 
policy. Dr. Majaii said that the 


government was seeking ty en- 
courage the private sector to 
assume its full role in contributing 
to die Jordanian economy and 
was encouraging investments by 
Jordanians and external con- 
cerns 

He said the government plans 
to set up an institution tu cater to 
the needs of the Jordanian work- 
force. 

Referring to public administra- 
tion. Dr. Majaii said the govern- 
ment was working towards decen- 
tralisation in management and 
has already given provincial gov- 
ernors partial ministerial author- 
ity and power to speed up govern- 


ment work in their respective 
areas. 

On relations with oilier Arab 
countries, the premier said Jor- 
dan has always sought to improve 
its tie?, with the other Arab coun- 
tries. 

Noting ih.it Jordan was extend- 
ing a fnendly hand and an open 
heart to the Arab Nation, tiic 
prime imniMcr said that the King- 
dom seeks to unify the Arab 
stand vis-a-vis the new world 
order so that nothing can be 
imposed on rhe Arabs against 
i heir will. 

Attending Monday's lecture 
were senior army officers. 


Ministerial visit to Tafileh 
Focuses on governorate’s needs 


TAFILEH (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment is proceeding with plans 
to decentralise, and programmes 
have been designed for each gov- 
ernorate in this respect, said 
^Minister of Planning Ziad Fariz. 

Speaking during a visit to' 
Tafileh with the Ministers of 
'Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment, Public Works 
and Housing and Social Develap- 
' -ment. Dr. Fariz cited as an exam- 
ple plans for every governorate’s 
. 'fiscal budget for 1994 in a manner 
; that would ensure justice and 
V ' provide budget for 1994 in a 
. 'manner that would ensure justice 
.and provide appropriate services 
®io citizens. 

The ministers' visit to the 
southern gov -morale Monday, 

. said Dr. Fariz. aims at paving the 
way for a study of its problems. 

"The ministers are here for a 
close hand study of the governo- 


rate's problems so that these will 
be considered in the fiscal budget 
for 1991,” said Dr. Fariz. 

The planning minister urged 
the private sector to participate in 
the efforts iowards developing 
the gove morale through invest- 
ment projects that can raise the 
living standards of local residents. 

Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environment 
Mohammad Mahdi Al Farhan 
said at the meeting, which was 
attended by heads of local coun- 
cils and no'tahlt citizens, that all 
requests related to city planning 
and the distribution of land will 
be taken into account and discus- 
sed by the provincial governors 
together with .he heads of local 
councils. 

Minister of Public Works Kha- •* 
iaf Hawari said that the ministry 
was going ahead with plans to 
meet citizens' requests for agri- 


cultural roads. He Mid that suffi- 
cient allocutions will be made in 
the 1994 budget for these pro- 
jects. 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Al Sqour told 
the meeting that the ministry was 
cooperating with the local coun- 
cils to improve social services. He 
said local citizens would be en- 
couraged to carry out small-scale 
income-generating projects and 
to help increase their incomes. 

Tafileh Governor Ahmad Law- 
zi reviewed the govern ora te’s 
needs for roads and maintenance 
of tourism attractions like (he 
A fra baths. He also said the town 
councils were in need of en- 
gineers and technicians, and cer- 
tain areas still lack industrial 
zones. 

The ministers visited several 
projects in the region as well as 
the Dana Wildlife Reserve. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Ukraine 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday sent a 
cable to the president of Ukraine. Leonid Kravchuk, congratulat- 
ing him in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian people and 
government on his country's national day. The King wished Mr. 
Kravchuk continued health and happiness and the people of 
Ukraine further progress and prosperity. 

Minister, Turkish envoy review religious affairs 

AMMAN {Petra) — Minister oi Religious Affairs Abdul Salam 
Al Abbadi received in his office Turkish Ambassador to Jordan 
Mehmet Ali Irtemcelik. Mr. Abbadi and Mr. Irtemcelik discussed 
means of enhancing Jordanian-Turkish cooperation in religious 
affairs. 

Labour delegation heads for Indonesia 

AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Minister Khaled Al Ghzawi left 
Amman Monday at the head of a Jordanian delegation io 
Indonesia. In a four-day meeting there, the minister will hold 
talks with the Indonesian ’.misters of labour and industry on 
labour-related fields. Issues ranging from control of the labour 
market and vocational training, to occupational safety procedures 
will be reviewed in the talks. Mr. Ghzawi is accompanied on the 
visit bv Vocational Training Corporation (VTC) Director General 
Ahma’d Atwan and the ministry of labour's advisor, Ayoub 
Batrrseh. 

Truck drivers demand special parking lot 

; /\QaBA (Petra) — Truck drivers operating between Aqaba and 
> other cities have complained to the Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

•hat there are no special lots assigned where they can park their 
• vehicles during the discharge ami load-up periods in Aqaba. They 
said that this situation forces them to park alongside rhe roads 
next to the containers pon. The drivers requested that the 
concerned authorities help them get a parking lot in order to 
avoid being fined by traffic police for violations of traffic rules. 

Firms to display goods at Damascus fair 

AMMAN (Petra) - Jordan will take pan in the Damascus 
: international Fair due to open Saturday for two wcekL A 
spokesman for the Jordan Exports Development and Commercial 
Centres Corporation (JEDCO) cud 76 Jordanian industrial firms 
wifi take part in the fair, displaying samples of their nationally 
manufactured products. Il said Industry and Trade Minister 
! Bassam Al Saket will arrive in Damascus Saturday to attend the 
“opening of the fair. 


WHAT’S 


The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time 3nd place with 
the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of pointings by 
25 Jordanian artists at the 
Housing Bank exhibition 
hall. 

A Exhibition uf paintings by 
Jordanian artist Bis Lira 
Najjar at Eshbelia Art Gal- 
lery, Amra Shopping Cen- 
tre. The pointings depict 
Jordanian -Palestinian herit- 
age, Jordanian antiquities, 
Arab Jerusalem, rural life 
and natural scenery’. 


LECTURES 

☆ Lecture by Dr. Martha 
Joukuwsky un “Excava- 
tions at the Southern Tern- 
pic of Petra” at the Amer- 
ican Centre of Oriental Re- 
search (At'OR) at 7:00 
p.m. 


PLAYS 

ft Play entitled “Crescent 
Night” at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

it play entitled " Samira and 
the* Princes, at the Royal 
Cultural Centre al 6:00 
p.m. 


Scholars 
to discuss 
Muslims 
and the 
minorities 
of Europe 

AMMAN (J.T) - The Arab 
Thought Forum (ATF) hat. in- 
vited .scholars from Europe ar.d 
the Islamic World to hold a a 
two-day Arjh-riurope.nl dialogue { 
concerning 'Muslim* and the 
minorities ot Europe' in Amman 
un Sept. 1 and 2 

The announcement, made b> 
the ATF Monday, said shat the 
meeting will he the ttfth session of 
Arab- European dialogue and will 
be held under rhe patronage o: 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hossun who is the ATF 
president. 

It said that the participants, 
who will be holding their meeting 
at rhe Forte Grand Hotel in 
Amman, will discuss the follow- 
ing topics: the current proW-rns 
of immigration, causes of fun- 
damentalism in Arab countries, r 
the extremist right wing muse- ^ 
me lit s. Muslims in Europe and 
their future, and human right* m 
Arab-huropean relations. 

19-year-old 
hanged 
for murder 
of relative 

l 

AMMAN (API — A 19 -year-old j 
has been hanged for stabbing to j 
death u relative in what appeared 
to Ik- a contract killing, a security 
official said. 

The youth, identified only as 
Munther S„ was hanged Sunday 
at the Suwaqa prison, liiu 
kilometres south of Amman, said 
the official, who requested 
anonymity. 

M timber's cousin agreed to pay 
him JD2.000 if he killed her 
husband, who refused to grant a 
divorce, the official said, citing 
court evidence. 

The killing took place at Au- 
jan, a town 2U kilometres north ol 
Amman, in July 1992. 

The unidentified woman was 
sentenced to 20 years with hard 
labour. Her daughter and 
another person were convicted us 
accomplices and received prison 
terms of 15 years and 12 years, 
the official added. 



Jordan’s support 



Palestinian sub- committees formed 
for higher joint panel meetings soon 


AMMAN (J.T. t — Prime Mifi.v 
ter Abdul Salam Ai Majaii Mon- 
dav i eiter j'.ed Jordan's joulinued 
suppor* of the Palestinian delega- 
tion to the Middle East peace 
talks noting that :ne Kingdom 
-,eek«. a settlement un al! the 
Arab- Israeli tracks. 

Speaking at a meeting with a 
delegation representing the 
Palestinian People's Party, the 
prime minister called for iuriher 
coordination among the members 
of the Palestinian delegation, not- 
ing that untied ranks can help 
them to regain their rights and 
bolster the Arab negotiators' 
stand. 

Mil* delegation leader, Bashir 
Baigboiithi voiced his party's 
support tor continued Jordaman- 
PaicsriRiUit coordination within 
the peace process framework and 
for defining the future Jordanian-. 
Palestinian relationship alter the 
Pale simian.-, luvc regained their 
right io self-determination. 

The side* reviewed the 
Kraeli-Palesimian :uiL, and other 
mutter-, related to the progress of 
the peace negotiations, according 
to the Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra 

Petra said the two sides a iso 
discussed the future Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship. 

Minister of State io r Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jaw ad Ai Anani 
ar.d members of the Palestinian 
delegation to the peace negotia- 
tions Ghassan Ai Khatib, Sulei- 
man Al Najjab and Tayseer Al 
Aroun were present a: the meet- 
ing. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian sources 


/ 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al Mrqali Monday 
meets with a delegation of the Palestinian People's 
Party to review issues related to the Arab-Israrii 
pence negotiations. Attending the meeting were 
Minister of State for Prime Ministry Affairs Jawad 


Al .Anani (left), delegation leader Bashir Barghouti 
(third from left) and Palestinian peace negotiators 
Ghassan AI Khatib, Suleiman Al Nqjjab and 
Tayseer Al Arouri (Petra photo) 


were quoted by A! Ra'i Arabic 
daily Monday as saying that the 
Palestinians have finalised the 
formation of such-committees 
which will be holding meetings 
with Jordanian such-committees 
under the umbrella of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian higher 
joint committee formed last 
month. 


The sources said the Palesti- 
nian side to the refugee commit- 
tee will be led by Samir Ghosheh. 
the water and Jerusalem com- 
mittee. by Mohammad Nashashi- 
bi, the security and border com- 
mittee by Yasser Amr. the cultu- 
ral and information committee by 
Yasser Abed Rabbo economic 
committee by Suleiman Al Naj- 


jab. 

According :o the sources, the 
Joint committees which had held 
initial meetings last month will 
resume their talks in Amman in 
the coming few days. 

The committees have been en- 
trusted with the task of discussing 
the future Jordanian-Palestinian 
relationship. 


Cancer care nursing candidates meet minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 
nurses, scheduled to i:art a post- 
graduate course al Georgetown 
University in Washington D.C. 
on caring for cancer patients. 
Monday met with Health Minis- 
ter Abdul Rahiir. Malhas to re- 
view their new venture. 

The group was selected by Al 
Amid Cancer Centre to pursue a 
masters degree in nursing cancer 
patients anil work at the centre 
after it starts operation next year. 

"The first' stage — - the con- 
struction oi the centre — is over 
and we are now embarking on the 
second siage which is providing 
the expertise and the equipment 
for the cancer patients,” said Dr. 


Malhaz at the meeting. 

The minister paid tribute to the 
national team which has been 
entrusted with setting up the can- 
cer centre and the Jordanian 
citizens who, he said, generously 
contributed towards its construc- 
tion and operation. 

Abdullah Al Khatib. a member 
of the national team, told the 
nurses that it was the first time in 
the history of the Kingdom that a 
group is being sent abroad to 
specialise in nursing cancer pa- 
tients. 

“I believe that Jordan will be- 
come a regional centre tor medic- 
al services, something which will, 
of course, reflect most positively 


on the country's economy in addi- 
tion to the medical fieid," said 
Dr. Khatib who is also head of 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). 

GUVS was instrumental in 
organising a nation-wide cam- 
paign to raise funds for this vital 
project. 

At last week’s national team 
meeting; Dr/ Khatib announced 
that so far JD7.750.S35 have been 
collected for the project which 
has an estimated overall cost of 
JD13 million. 

Addressing the meeting was 
Sawsan Majaii who coordinated 
the study programme with 
Georgetown University officials. 


Dr. Majaii. who holds a Ph. D. in 
nursing, told the group that 160 
male and female nurses had ap- 
plied for the course, but only 30 
were accepted by the national 
committee. 

Of these. 22 were accepted at 
Georgetown University and the 
first 17 will leave Tuesday, said 
Dr. Majaii who is also member of 
the national team of the cancer 
centre. 

She explained that the national 
team will finance the $24,000 per 
student cost of tuition for the 
nurses. 

The course of study is expected 
to last 16 months. 



PLUM-FULL: A fruit vendor braves Amman traffic to sell fresh 
plums (Staff photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


Visiting labour panel 
opens local dialogue 


AMMAN (Petra) — An official 
representing the Asian- American 
Free Labour Institute (AAFL1) 
in the United States Monday 
opened it three-day dialogue oh 
labour-related issues with the 
Federation of Jordanian Labour 
Unions (FJLU). 

A FJLU statement said the 
dialogue between John Sloane 
and Ihc federation's executive 
bureau focuses on the Jordanian 
labour movement and its prob- 
lems. 

The two sides will also review 
national and pan-Arab issues 
directly related to labour unions, 
according to the statement. 

Such issues as labour disputes. 


selection of union leaders, repre- 
sentation of unions in general 
meetings, workers' needs and 
rights arc to be reviewed in the 
ihree-dav meetings. 

According to the statement the 
AAFLI is part of the American 
Federation ot Labour and Con- 
gress of Industrial Organisations 
(AFL-CIO). 

Established in 1986. the AAF- 
LI now ( has offices m Indonesia, 
the Philippines Bangladesh. 
Sourh Korea. Sri Lanka, and 
Turkey. 

The statement said (hat the 
AAFLI regularly hold- Training 
seminars for labour union lead- 
ers. 


Customs department collects 
JD 328*5m in 7 months 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cus- 
toms Department Monday 
announced that it collected 
JD 328,513.583 in the first seven 
months of 1993. up from 
JD 285,727,282 in the same 
period of 1992. 

The revenues mark an increase 
of JD31, 810,155 (16 per cent) 
over estimates in the 1993 fiscal 
budget, noted the announce- 
ment. 

Customs Department Director 
General Mohammad Al Jamal 
said that duty collected in 1992 


amounted to JD 586.116,635 
levied on incoming goods, con- 
sumption tax, fines and other 
fees. 

"On the whole, the department 
imposes high customs duty on 
non-essential products and low- 
rate duty on the basic commod- 
ities and essential products,” said 
Mr. Jamal. 

He noted that commodities re- 
lated to health and medication, as 
well as those used in training 
Jordanians in various trades are 


subject to very low rates. 

He said customs duty consti- 
tutes the main source of public 
revenues in Jordan adding that it 
is imposed partly as a measure to 
protect national products against 
foreign competition and to en- 
courage local industries. 

In a drive to decentralise its 
various tasks Mr. Jamal said, rhe 
department has granted addition- 
al authorities to customs centres 
centres at the borders, especially 
in preventing smuggling. 


U.N. talks 

(Continued from page 1) 

struck during the visit by Mr. 
Rolf Ekeus. head of the special 
commission, to Baghdad in July, 
the technical calks will start in 
New York on August 31.” the 
statement said. 

It said the talks would cover 
"outstanding technical problems 
related to the weapons section of 
Resolution 687." 

Security Council Resolution 
687 is the main Gulf war ceasefire 
resolution under which Baghdad 
is compelled to give up weapons 
of mass destruction and the 
means to produce them. 

"They (the talks) will tackle a 
discussion of means to apply 715 
in the light of the position paper 
the Iraqi side submined to Rolf 
Ekeus," the source added. 

Resolution 715 outlines U.N. 
measures to monitor Baghdad's 
weapons programmes and make 
sure that banned activities do not 
take place in the future. 

Iraq accepted 715 in principle 
last month after stalling on it for 
more than a year. 

The source said Iraq said in its 
position paper that the Security 
Council should "honour its com- 
mitments towards Iraq, especially 
the removal of the unjust embar- 
go against it.” 

The source made no mention 
of talks allowing Baghdad partial 
oil sales. These talks were sus- 
pended on July 14. 

But i: said that according to the 
agreement with Mr. Ekeus "poli- 
tical and technical talks will fol- 
low the first stage to start in New 
York Aug. 31.” 


Committee to discuss PLO crisis 


(Continued from page I) 


deepened in light of the lead- 
ership's attempt to buy political 
allegiances,” he said, adding that 
the spate of resignations was 
aimed at PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and his negotiating team 
at the peace talks “who run the 
show with unprecedented incom- 
petence.” 

Earlier. Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi attri- 
buted the Executive Committee's 
crisis to two factors: "The PLO’s 
economic crisis... and the peace 


process, which is not progres- 
sing." 

Also in Lebanon, a top PLO 
military official called Monday 
for Mr. Arafat to resign. 

Dr. Ashrawi. warning the 
PLO’s cash crisis could lead to 
Palestinian institutions in the 
Israeli-occupied territories and 
abroad going bankrupt, said the 
impasse in the peace talks was 
due to the Jerusalem question, 
which has created a rift in the 
organisation. 


END OF SUMMER SALE 


at 


THE BANI HAMIDA HOUSE 

Thursday , Aug. 26 till Sunday Aug. 29 
From 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. daily 
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on other side 


WILL THE upcoming 11th round of Arab- Israeli 
negotiations in Washington produce a breakthrough 
or at least achieve some solid progress towards peace? 
Prime Minister Abdul SaJam Mhjali told the Jordan 
Television on Sunday that he was upbeat about the 
prospects of attaining real progress in the next session 
of talks planned for the end of this month. “I am very 
optimistic,” die prime minister said. Hie reason for 
this optimism, in the words of Dr. Majali, is American 
assurances that the U.S. now wants “to see concrete 
progress before the end of this year.” Expressing 
similar anticipation of tangible advancement in the 
peace talks is Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres. 
“We are really very near in time, in content, and I 
think it (peace agreement) will come earlier than most 
people think,” Mr. Peres declared Sunday in Helsinki. 
Syrian President Hafez AJ Assad expressed almost 
identical views a few days ago when he described 
Washington's current involvement in the peace discus- 
sions as more forthright and positive than at any 
previous time. 

The Pales tinian side has yet to share this assessment, 
basically because their track is the most formidable 
and thorny of all the existing bilateral peace talks. The 
fact that the Palestinian house is woefhlly divided has 
not helped matters much either. Shafiq A1 Hout, 
member of the PLO’s Executive Committee, declared 
Sunday the suspension of his membership for alleged 
irregularities in the organisation's hierarchy. This 
move came on the heels of the resignation of Mahmoud 
Darwish from the same committee apparently for the 
same reasons offered by Mr. Hout. Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat bad barely recovered from the .con- 
frontation with the Palestinian team to the Jsraeli- 
Palestinian track when these developments took place, 
and he will also continue to be plagued by the serious 
financi al constraints that the PLQ budget is suffering 
from. All these complications on the Palestinian front 
are obviously making decision making difficult and 
cumbersome for the Palestinian side. 

Still the key to progress or lack of it lies with Israel 
itself, not with Washington or the PLO or the other 
Arab parties. The sooner that the Rabin government 
reconciles itself with the inevitability of dealing direct- 
ly with the PLO the sooner progress can be achieved 
on the Palestinian-Israeli track. Israel has been 
inching closer to recognising the PLO as the sole 
representative of the Palestinian people but is doing so 
painstakingly. Further movement in that direction 
would undoubtedly make things easier for the Palesti- 
nian side. Given the solemn commitment by Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon against signing separate peace 
accords with Israel, the Israeli government thus holds 
the key to progress on these other Arab fronts by 
negotiating more effectively with the Palestinian party. 
This could not be done without accepting the PLO as a 
full partner in the peace process. 




THE MEETINGS of His Majesty King Hussein and the prime 
minister with the representatives of (he media in the past week 
reflected the importance which the country attaches to the press 
and the information services, said AI Dustonr daily Monday. 
There is no doubt that the media industry has made major strides 
over the past few years, serving as a tool for monitoring or 
criticising policies, actions and behaviours of the public and 
private institutions, said the paper. Indeed, the efficient journal- 
ists and the developed media of Jordan represent an economic 
asset for the country and a source of pride for Jordanians, it 
added. For this reason, it said, it has become necessary for the 
government to set guidelines for the media with die purpose of 
benefiting from its role in the interest of the nation. The 
guidelines came frankly and openly from the government and the 
King, added the papier. TIks King's meeting with the press 
reflected the leader's determination to maintain a constructive 
dialogue with the journalists over all matters of concern to the 
nation, the paper continued. Both the King and the prime 
minister are underlining the fact that the media has assumed a 
major status and is playing a leading role not only in manifesting 
and projecting the country's achievements on all fronts, but also 
in influencing the public opinion, added the paper. 


THE CURRENT troubled spots around the world and the 
various - regional conflicts we witness nowadays have resulted from 
the downfall of the old world o refer, when the Soviet Union 
collapsed, said Tareq Masarweh, a columnist in Al Ra'i daily 
Monday. The writer said that the collapse of the Soviet Union 
allowed the United States to remain the sole superpower, capable 
of imposing its will on the world and causing these conflicts and 
wars. writer said that the world could have achieved a new 
world order, despite the continued existence of the Soviet Union, 
through gradual disarmament and the dissolution of the NATO 
and Wa/saw alliances. The world could have tasted peace and* 
security under the umbrella of a new world order, had Moscow 
and Washington cooperated in resolving the conflicts in Afghanis- 
tan. Cambodia and the Middle East, the writer added. It should 
be added, said the writer, that the success of the United States in 
rallying the world against Iraq in the Gulf war has enhanced its 
position in the post cold war era. But, he noted, the success of the 
United Sta . ■■ is allowed to continue as long as the Gulf countries 
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continue to bank roil Washington's military adventures. The 
writer said ibat no power in the world is capable at present to halt 
the Americj arrogance and its greed for power and so, he said, 
the only meuiu of dealing with the Americans is by diluting their 
pqwer by involving them more and more in world conflicts so as to 
exhaust their rious means and pave the ground for the ordinary 
American ci :us and tax payers to piit an end to such 
adventures. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Hwarf 


New visions vs. desperate deeds of discredited old men 


1 The peculiar public controversy over the changes in the electoral 
law that ushered in a one-person, one-vote system reveals a great 
deal about the state of Jordanian political culture, and, by 
extension, about the general political malaise in the Arab World. 
This highlights some of our deficiencies in the short tw, for it 
affirms that the ways of the past are no longer valid; but in a 
longer term perspective, it signals an important willingness to 
build a better future, by coming to tenns with our accumulated, 
structural political weaknesses. 

The adoption of the one-person, one-vote system was a good 
and necessary change, but the manner in which the change was 
made was not in keeping with the proto-democratic Jordanian and 
Arab impulses of our time. The credibility of the prime minister 
and his government, in particular, was damaged because the 
prime minister had personally told the speaker of Parliament 
about a month ago that any changes in the law would take place 
only after a thorough national debate among all political 
tendencies in the country. 

The prime minister's explanation after the fact that His Majesty 
the King and the government had consulted the different political 
forces in Jordan before approving the temporary law may be 
factually correct, but politically it remains open to discussion 
about its appropriateness. Was this the most suitable way to 
change the law, or should the government have engaged the 
public in a more open discussion of the pros and cons of the 
changes? 

One of the cardinal attributes of democracy is that important 
national decisions are made in public, with all interested parties 
contributing to the debate. The government’s decision to change 
the law without a public political debate in Parliament or through 
other systematic means will be seen as a small step back towards 
the closed politics of the mid-20th century, at a time when the 
country and the people are striving for the open politics that must 
usher in the start of the 21st century. 

These points relate to the process of political transformation 
and the manner in which decisions are taken. The substance of 
our political transformation, however, as manifested in the new 
electoral law, is another matter. Gearly, the law had to be 
changed because the old system was antiquated and unfair. 

The vehement opposition to the one-person, one-vote system is 


very telling, because the opposition has come mainly from 
established politicians who gained from the old system, mid who 
stand to lose from tire new system. Grassroots opposition to the 
changes are rather mild, for three reasons: Most people are not 
deeply involved in the process of electoral politics, most of the 
politicians opposing the changes have little credibility with 
ordinary people, and the fact that King Hussein personally 
approved the changes and explained them in his television speech 
leads most people to accept them without serious questioning. 

It is interesting that the strongest opposition comes from 
politicians on the right and left of the political spectrum. I suspect 
this is because these folks are precisely the ones who have the 
most to lose from a new system in which voters have to make their 
electoral decisions on the basis of practical political programmes 
and the capacity of politicians to deliver to their constituencies, 
rather than on the old basis of personal ties, tribal affiliations and 
emotional sentiments. 

In time, I suspect it will become dear that the advantage of the 
one-person, one-vote system is that it wfl] force more and more 
voters to think carefully before casting their vote. It is inevitable 
that tribal/personal/emotional factors will slowly diminish as 
determinants of people's votes; instead, the ability of politicians 
to respond to people’s real needs and concerns will become the 
important factors in bow voters choose their representatives. 

The new electoral law represents an important turning point in 
our modern political culture, especially as it follows the formation 
of some 20 political parties in the country. The combination of 
these two rectors will force the start of a process that is vital for 
the development of a serious democratic system — the process of 
political accountability. While many voters wQl still choose their 
MPs on the basis - of tribai/personal/emotional criteria, the 
parliamentary elections tins autumn should see the start of an 
accountability dynamic by which candidates try to respond to 
voters' real life concerns and needs, especially hi the economic 
sphere. 

This shift from a traditional/tribal political culture to a more 
modern/pragmatic, issues-oriented political culture wfli take place 
over a period of many decades, and several generations. The 
central element in political governance is how well the political 
decision-making process responds to people's real life needs and 
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figure out why the public is largely ignoring their new political 

*”10 brief, most of the old men of Jordanian and Arab politics are 
largely discredited. They are suffering from an acme costs of 
abmty, confidence, credibility and legitimacy. Many of them have 
tried to use political parties to camouflage their retimes, 
irrelevance ‘ and inadequacies, but the public is not fooled. 

Whether from the right, centre or left, the old guard recognises, 
that their former ways are neither convincing nor sustainable and 
therefore they would like to preserve the tribal/emotional mode 
of electoral politics as a last, desperate means of retaining power. 
It is not working, and it will not work, because the, basic 
intelligence and rationality of the people, coupled with toe 
h umanis tic vision and historical perceptions of our top leadership, 
will force the country to rise to a higher, more responsive, level of 
political governance. 


Rami G. Kbouri 1993 



Middle Eastern kids in U.S. 
plant ‘seeds of peace’ 


By Verena Dobnik 

The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Assaf, a Jewish 
teenager, lost his father to a 
bomb planted by Palestinians in 
toe heart of Jerusalem. Fadi, a 
Palestinian who lives in Jeru- 
salem, has relatives in jail for 
protesting Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank. 

For three weeks in America, 
the two boys are among 46 Jews, j 


were all hugging and kissing. 
Their sons were friends, after 
all." 

Tamer, a 13-year-old from 
Cairo, said the violence in toe 
Middle East is “not our fault." 

“It’s the fault of our great- 
grandparents," he said. “And we 
must fix it We're not old enough 
yet, bnt in toe fixture ..." 

The seeds of peace programme 


is' funded by private contribu- 
tions, with participants chosen by. 
toe governments of their coun- 
tries. 

This year’s programme, the 
first, is fimited to boys because 
Camp Powhatan in Oxford, 
Maine, which donated its facili- 
ties and staff, is for boys only. 
Next year, organise is hope to 
include girls. 


Muslims and Christians getting 
together to sow the “seeds of 


Lebanon accord paves way 


for talks and violence 


By Bradley Bnrston 
Reuter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
A U.S. -brokered ceasefire that 
ended Israel's blitz against Arab 
guerrillas last month appears to 
have ensured that Middle East 
peace talks will go on but so will 
South Lebanon's cycle of blood- 
shed. 


Details of toe unwritten accord 
have never been spelled out. 

But after nine Israeli soldiers 
were killed in guerrilla bombings 
in South Lebanon on Thursday,- 
Israeli leaders lined, up to say 
the attacks did not violate toe 
terms of the ceasefire. 

“It wasn't a breach of toe 
agreement, it was a breach of 
peace," Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said of the attacks, toe 
deadliest in one day on Israeli 
.soldiers since the Jewish state 


declared its “security' zone" in 


South Lebanon in 


cunty zc 
in 1985. 


Mr. Rabin ordered a limited air 
strike in reprisal and rejected as 
“toe worst thing that could hap- 
pen" opposition calls to suspend 
Arab- Israeli peace talks due to 
resume in Washington on Aug. 
31. 

Pro-Iranian Hizbollaii guerril- 
las fired scores of rockets last 
month at northern Israeli towns. 
But most analysts saw Israel's 
week-long blitz as revenge for the 
killings or soldiers in tqp zone. 

Israeli and Hizbollah leaders 
have offered differing interpreta- 
tions of the truce hammered our 
with Syria, Lebanon and Israel on 
the eve of U.S. Secretary of State 
WarrenC* Christopher’s Middle 
East visit early this month. 

Since the ceasefire was de- 
clared on July 31, Mi. Rabin and 
his aides have backed away from 
initial statements that the under- 
standings guaranteed freedom of 
action for Israeli forces and their 
client South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) in the zone. 

Now their view is more limited. 

"What we have said (to Hizbol- 


defend themselves in toe security 
zone as they were before toe 
events that led to operation 
accountability," Mr. Ben-Ami 
said. 

Implicit in Israel’s interpreta- 
tion is that it must limit its re- 
sponse to targetting toe perceived 
source of the violence, directing 
strikes against guerrilla bases and 
trying to avoid civilians. 

More than 130 people were 
killed, 200,000 forced to Gee, and 
numerous houses were reduced 
to rubble during the blitz. 

Israeli leaders said they wanted 
toe refugee exodus to put press- 
ure on Beirut and Damascus to 
curb Hizbollah (Party of God). 

Hizbollah has vowed to resume ' 
rocket attacks at Israel if it again 
strikes civilian areas. The 
Lebanese army said guerrillas 
had a “natural right" to strike at 
Israeli forces occupying the 
south. • 

Mr. Rabin's measured re- 
sponse. to last week’s attacks 


which have ground on with little 
progress since they began 21 
months ago. The parties are sup- 
posed to agree to a lasting peace 
in exchange for a return of Arab 


land occupied by the Israelis and 
self-rule tor Palestinians. 


earned praise from Israel’s closest 
ally, Washington, which had ex- 


pressed concern for the human 
cost of the July blitz in Lebanon. 

Israel was apparently looking 
ahead to the peace talks with 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and 
Palestinian representatives. 

Hizbollah opposes toe talks. 


self-rule for Palestinians. 

Mr. Rabin reportedly told Mr. 
Christopher last week that if 
Syria, which Israel charges allows 
arms shipments to reach toe guer- 
rillas, did not restrain HizboDah 
then Israel would. 

“This is a permanent mes- 
sage," Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand said ou Sunday. 

But he added that the demand 
on Syria was not a precondition 
to the talks. 

Yona Tannenbaum, father of 
one of toe soldiers lolled on 
Thursday, criticised the under- 
standing. 

“The accord gives Hizbollah 
permission to do whatever it 
wants to Israeli soldiers in toe 
zone as long as one Katyusha 
does not fall on civilians,'' he 
said. 

But army chief Ehud Barak' 
offered toe view that it was simp- 


together to sow the “seeds of 
peace.” - 

They arrived in New York last 
week for the seeds of peace prog- 
ramme, which will also take them 
to a two-week s umm er camp in 
Maine and to Washington, D.C. 

The programme’s founder, 
John Wallach, said be is “bring- 
ing toe next generation together, 
before they have been poisoned 
by the hostility of their region." 

Can a summer camp in Amer- 
ica make a difference? 

Fadi, 15, said he has demons- 
trated against Israeli occupation 
of Nablus in toe West Bank. 1 

Some of his relatives '‘got 100- 
year prison terms,” be said in a 
quiet, resigned voice Saturday. 

“We want our land," the tall, 
dark youth said firmly, adding 
that “Israel should leave Gaza 
and the West Bank," which have 


: . LITTERS ' 

^‘minorities’ in Jordan 


To the Editor: 


been occupied by toe Jewish state 
since toe. 1967 Middle East war.. 


“But basically, I disagree with 
both sides doing the kuung,” he 
added. 

Assaf s father was killed in toe 
1980s by a bomb planted by 
Palestinian guerrillas in Jeru- 
salem, said Hadara Rosenblum, a 
counselor for the Israeli delega- 
tion who works for her country's 
education ministry. 

“But he still wants to turn 
hatred into peace," Ms. Rosenb- 
Jum said. 

The boy's last names were not 
released. Programme or ganise rs 
said they want them to speak 
freely in toe United States, with- 
out racing anger when they go 
home. 


ly back to normal along the most 
volatile area of Arab- Israeli con- 


volatile area of Arab- Israeli con- 
frontation. 

“We are like boxers in a ring," 
he said. “One cannot avoid an 
occasional punch.” 


lah) is: “Stop shooting (rockets) 
over the Galilee and we won’t 


over the Galilee and we won’t 
touch you,’’ Mr. Peres said on 
Friday. 

Senior aide Oded Ben- A mi 
said the accord meant the terms 
of engagement for Israel and Hiz- 
bollan had returned to past 
levels. 

‘“Freedom of action’ means 
the army and toe SLA are free to 



Terry Anderson, who was held 
hostage for seven years in Leba- 
non, told toe youths at lunch 
Friday that as a result of toe 
bonds forged here, the people 
their parents call enemies “will 
have a face." 

“It’s difficult to bate somebody 
you know," said Mr. Anderson, 
toe former Middle East corres- 
pondent for toe Associated Press 
who was held captive in Lebanon 
for seven years. 


Referring to your article “Minority votes may scramble strategies 
with introduction of change into elections” (Jordan Times, Aug. 
19/20, 1993) I wish to -stress toe following: 

Your front page bannerhead use of the word “minority" when 
referring to the Jordanian Christian, Circassian and Chechen 
citizens is rather provocative- and in absolute conflict with the 
Constitution and the National Charter. As a Jordanian citizen, 
proud of his identity and belonging to this homeland, I believe 
that it is sinful to continue to divide the Jordanian people into 
majority and so-called minority. 

The Constitution in its Article 6/1 says “Jordanians shall be 
equal before the law. There shall be no discrimination between 
them as regards their rights and duties on grounds of race, 
language or religion." 

The National Charter also says “Jordanian men and women are 
equal before toe law. There is to be no discrimination between 
them with respect to rights and duties, regardless of race, 
language, or religion in their practice of constitutional rights and 
commitment to the supreme interest of the state and the ethics of 
national action, to ensure that the resources and spiritual and 
material c a? ablIrt,cs °‘ Jordanian society are directed towards 
achieving toe objectives of unity, progress and building toe 

Furthermore, the leader of this homeland, His Majesty the 
King, misses no single opportunity to state out dearly that all 
Joidamans are equal regardless of their roots and origins. Hfc 

"regardless of their religons.? 5 
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“There will be a lot of people 

S at you to continue the 
violence, bitterness, talk- 
ing about revenge, talking about 


toe wrongs your people have suf- 
fered," he warned the children. 
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fered," he warned the children. 
He urged them to “resist that 
pressure.” 
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Twenty of toe boys are Israelis, 
including four Arabs — a Dme 
and three Muslims. Eleven are 
Palestinians from the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, and 15 are from Egypt. 

After being chosen for the 


programme, two I4-year-old 
Arab boys, Iyas and NidaJL,- in- 


vited toe other IS Israelis to a 
party in their village, Baka Al 
Garcia, near Hadera in central 
Israel. 

And when the teens gathered 
in Tel Aviv to go to the United 
■States, Ms. .Rosenblum said: 
“The Arab and Jewish parents 
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!?* the sale With the Arab Wes- 

JL J 4ay Albh Protect youf* 
with a combination of chccr- 
0Dd hard w ork. Mr. 
Qieikh seems to have turned the 
business of grocery trading into 
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si 2 ^-u S ia **** a WCck fro^ 
0 a, m- tiH 10 p.m., a wide assort- 
ment of the inhabitants of the 
Odeon area j„ Paris (dose to the 
student- Ailed Latin Quarter) de- 
scend upon the lively store that 
ne and his brother manage for 
their father. Grandmothers 
aspinng artists, children, art gai- 
ety employees, all the regulars 
know that the Chetkhs will pro- 
Vldc fhem with lasr minute 
groceries, an easy laugh, and 
credit if necessary. 

Things have certainly changed 
in the convenience store business. 
The French, and particularly the 
Parisians, would now be at a loss 
if these "Comer Arabs" as they 
are called, all of a sudden decided 
to close shop and go home to 
Morocco, Tunisia or Algeria. By 
opening early, closing U»tc, and 
offering such luxuries as constant 
affability and free home delivery, 
they have become indispensable. 
Today, two thirds of the Paris 
area grocers are North Africans 
and they have spread throughout 
France, mostly in towns with 
5,000 or more inhabitants. And 
although the economic recession 
has hurt them too, they manage 
to survive through sheer hard 
work and obstinacy. 

They mostly arrived in France 
in the mid-1960s, but they have 
been traders for centuries: as Mr. 
Cheikh likes to point out, the 
Prophet Mohammad was a trader 
himself. And although they come 
from different countries, they 
share the same origin — most of 
them are part of the Berber group 
' which, despite converting to 
Islam during the 12th century, 
has retained its own identity. 
Even before they started their 
emigration to France, they had 
acquired a quasi monopoly in the 
grocery trade in North Africa. 

According to Abdul Majid Be- 
nyounes, secretary general for 
the Association of Tunisian Mer- 
chants in France, there are be- 
tween 3,000 and 4,000 North 
African stores in and around 
Paris. They are small businesses, 
they rarely occupy more than 120 


North African trade has 
taken root in France 


By Sabine Guez 



Opening from early morning well Into the night. North African 
grocers in Paris have many faithful customers (WNL photo) 
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i only employ family 
members and they keep manage- 
ment expenses to a minimum by 
relying mostly on themselves or 
members of their community. 

Geographic origin seems to de- 
termine who will sell what: The 
Moroccans come from Sous and 
hold most of the retail groceries. 
The Tunisians originate from Jer- 
boa and Ghomrassen and special- 
ise in small restaurants and orien- 
tal pastry shops, although a large 
number of them are now purchas- 
ing and expertly remodeling fruit 
stores. There are many Algerians 
from the Mzab selling groceries, 
but Kabylcs have mostly chosen 
ro run restaurants or bars. 

Thanks to this multitude of 
small stores, the grocery business 
has not been overtaken complete- 
ly by supermarkets. One 27-year- 
old store owner from Morocco 
explains: “Of course, I have to 
compete with the Monoprix su- 
permarket down the street, but 
they are limited in the scape of 
what they offer. I have longer 


opening hours, £ offer home de- 
livery even on small orders, and 
along with the basic fruit and 
coffee I carry a number of exotic 
products that Monoprix cannot 
afford to stock, suen as maple 
syrup, oriental foods or Russian 
crab.** He volunteers that his net 
pretax profit reaches 25 per cent 
of his yearly sales of S300.000. 
Two-thirds of his business is con- 
ducted between 6 and 10.30 p.m. 
when Monoprix is dosed. 

Along the same street other 
stores are going bankrupt, but the 
young Moroccan is not afraid: “I 
have nuilt my customer base, and 
I treat my customers die same 
way I treat my friends, even the 
ones who belong to the Le Pen 
party (French right wing political 
party opposing immigration). 
One just has to work hard, and 
competition is good because it 
forces one to be different, to look 
for something new,” To buy the 
store from one of his ancles, he 
borrowed from the bank, but he 
has also made use of a large 
network of family and friends 
who have granted him loans with- 
out interest. Thus, be has recent- 
ly bought a second store, just 
north of Paris, that be is running 


with a cousin and a friend. He 
expects his assistants to go on 
their own when they have 
“learned the business." 

Obviously, North African store 
owners do know the business: 
they are even taking over the 
gourmet grocery stores of the 
faneier suburbs around Puris. 
Grudgingly, the former owners 
had to concede that no French 
natives were willing to take their 
succession. 

This business is also largely a 
family business, and each "fami- 
ly,” or group of people somewhat 
related, owns an average of two 
stores, although now some run as 
many as 20, making the most of 
the financial and human re- 
sources of the group. This con- 
cept of “everything in the family" 
is a powerful factor in helping 
North-Airi can storekeepers pull 
through the recession and survive , 
the stagnation that has charade- ' 
rised French consumers) purch- 
ases for the last two years. 

Not that they have not suf- 
fered: the recession came on the 
heels of a strong expansion of all 
types of supermarkets and chain 
stores in 1988-90. Says Abdul 


The price of doing 
business legally 

PARIS (WNL) — Some North African grocers are wondering 
whether the latest right-wing currents in France are going to make 
it even harder to obtain the “Foreign Merchant Card." Since 
1984, immigrants with a residency permit are no longer required 
to obtain it. However, except for Algerians, immigrants who just 
.have a visitor's permit valid less than 10 years must obtain the 
special foreign merchant card. 

Immigrants must beware that coining as a student or salaried 
worker won't make ir easy to obtain the card. One employee from 
the Prefecture de Police explained: "They are supposed to make 
their request through the Chamber of Commerce and then go 
back to the French consulate in their native country. But frankly, 
they have to really want it, because I think that the consulates are 
doing their utmost to discourage them from coming over here." 

And another prefecture official noted that the administration's 
quasi official attitude is that there arc “already loo many 
immigrants' stores in France." 


Majid Bcnyouncs: "Most of our 
members have to make do with 
sales that are only 60 per cent of 
the 1985-86 level. Add all the 
payroll and other fixed charges, 
and many store-owners end up 
with something akin to the mini- 
mum wage," Despite the fail in 
income, few have declared bank- 
ruptcy: their small size allows 
(hem to keep inventory to a 
minimum, and family members 
can be more flexible than outside 
employees. "You know," adds 
another grocer from Paris, "only 
Moroccans will agree ro work 
from 8 in the morning to 9 at 
night." Likewise, their capital 
often comes mostly from the 
family back home and delays in 
repayment can be more easily 
worked out than they would be 
with banks. In short, big or small, 
independent or in partnership, 
they weather the bad years by 
working harder and accepting a 
lower income. 

And recently, they have been 
making efforts to become more 
competitive. With the help of the 
Wafabank, Moroccan grocers 
created a purchasing association, 
Sofranud. in April 1992, which 
provides technical assistance for 
new stores and is studying both 
marketing efforts under a com- 
mon name and frozen food dis- 
tribution. Tunisians are working 
on a similar project. But by far 
the biggest advantage is the possi- 
bility of purchasing through the 
group's lower rates and escaping 
the high prices imposed by 
wholesalers on independent own- 
ers. Because, if customers have 
one complaint about the "Comer 
Arab," it is the price of his 
groceries. "They want our quality 
and services, but at chain store 
prices!” fulminates another 
young Moroccan grocer. There is 
even a suspicion, among French 
customers hit by the recession, 
that the “Corner Arab” is getting 
rich by practicing price gouging 
on impoverished Parisians. 

According to an official of the 
French Association of Food Re- 
tailers who preferred not to be 
identified, this can be reflected in 
the rigid attitude of government 
inspectors towards North African 
businesses. “Granted, it has 
taken North Africans time to 
adjust to some of the French 
laws, such as the mandatory 
weekly closing day. but inspec- 
Tors'oftcn prove a lot less flexible 
wjth them than. with fVencb stove 
keepers. Personally, 1 find that 
some of their actions smack of 
racism." 

That might explain why most 
Arab storekeepers show no in- 
terest in acquiring French 
nationality. "What for?" asks a 
young Moroccan. "The French 
say there are too many immig- 
rants already. To them, I will 
always be an Arab." Besides, 
most of these workaholics do not 
intend to finish their life here: 
there dream is to go back and 
"start something big." For 
Mohammad, ir might take 
another four or five years, but by 
then be will have saved enough to 
open a jewelry score back home 
and even invest in real estate. 

Talking about "home,’* 
Mohammad brightens im- 
mediately. "Here, life is kind of 
tough, everything is expensive. 
But back home, I nave my family, 
friends all over. You go across 
the street, or in a bar, you know 
everybody, you always have a 
good time. With a little bit of 
money, you can get everything 
you need over there, Ufe is 
wonderful!" — World News 
Link. 


Captain of Soviet submarine 
recounts 1961 disaster 
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By Matt Bivens 

The Associated Press 
MURMANSK, Russia — When 
the reactor of a Soviet nuclear 
submarine suddenly went hay- 
wire in 1961, Capt. Nikolai 
Zateyev sent 22 volunteers to 
their deaths in a heroic struggle to 
save the ship. 

They saved their sub, and the 
reactor did not explode But the 
radiation made ir a nightmare 
voyage with men dying in agony 
ana begging their shipmates to 
kill them. 

For years Russians knew the 
story of Capt. Zateyev’s sub- 
marine only through under- 
ground songs. Now he is 67, 
retired, and ready at last ro talk 
about those sad, romantic verses. 

Capt. Zateyev’s ship was the 
first Soviet atomic submarine 
armed with nudear warheads. 
She was named the K-19 but 
among sailors became known as 
"Hiroshima." 

Before the breakup of the 
Soviet Union, the K-19’s fate was 

a closely-guarded secret. Western 
• specialists heard rumours but no 
details until 1991, when Prayda 
, finally confirmed that radiation 
had killed many of the sub’s crew. 

Ordinary Russians still know 
little about the tragedy. Capt. 
Zateyev has said that a TV 
‘ documentary was filmed two 
! years ago, but officials deemed it 
1 “too upsetting" to be shown. 


The stocky, dignified captain 
and other survivors recounted 
their story to the Associated 
Press in interviews this month in 
Moscow and the northern port of 
Murmansk. 

The K-19 was a major tech- 
nological advance for the Soviets, 
and engineers were so eager to 
launch the sub that they installed 
no back-up cooling system. — 

During the ship’s construction, 
a welder allowed solder to drip 
onto a pipe carrying coolant to the 
reactor. The pipe cracked micros- 
copically, like a hot glass dropped 
into cold water. 

On June 4, 1961. the K-19 was 
hiding in the North Atlantic from 
Soviet diesel subs during a train- 
ing exercise. The cracked pipe 
burst. 

In the reactor room, the 
temperature soared to at least 140 
degrees. The gauge went no high- 
er. Radiation also was rising, but 
the crew could only guess how 
much. 

The reactor had to be cooled. 

“It would have been Cher- 
■nobyl. Only 30 years earlier," 
said crew member Alexander 
Fateyev, now 56, an official with 
Ihe Russian' Ministry of Energy 
and himself a retired captain. He 
said the ship was carrying three 
nuclear warheads and would have 
poisoned the sea with radiation if 
the reactor had burst. 

Capt. Zateyev organised three- 


man brigades of volunteers to 
work five to 10 minutes each. 
Protected only by raincoats and 
gas masks, they were ordered to 
weld a new cooling system. 

Among the first volunteers was 
Lt. Boris Korchilov, 20, a blue- 
eyed ladies’ man. 

"1 accompanied him to the 
reactor room door — to his 
death," Capt. Zateyev recalled. 
“And I said: 'well, Boris, do you 
know where you're going?' and 
he said: ‘I know, comrade cap- 
tain.* ‘Well, go with God,’ 1 
said." 

Five minutes later, Korchilov 
stumbled out of the reactor room, 
tore off his gas mask and vo 
mi ted. 

"That was the first lifhe I felt: 
*yes, this is radiation,*" Capt. 
Zateyev said. 

Ot the 139-man crew, 22 died 
of radiation poisoning — eight 
within a matter of days, the rest 
within two years. 

"Right on the spot their 
appearances began changing. 
Skin not protected by their 
clothes began to redden, face and 
hands began to swell. Dots of 
tyood began to appear on their 
foreheads, under their hair. 
Within two hours we couldn't 
recognise them," Capt. Zeteyev 
said. 

"People died fully conscious, in 
terrible pain. They couldn't 
speak, but they could whisper. 


They begged us ro kill them." 

But the work brigades suc- 
ceeded, and the reactor did not 
explode. A Soviet diesel sub 
answered Capt, Zateyev’s SOS. 

The K-19 was lowed to Rus- 
sia's nonhem Kola Peninsula. 
Korchilov and five other sailors 
were rushed to Moscow. Seven 
days later, Korchilov was the first 
of them to die; within 10 days, all 
six were dead. Doctors told Capt. 
Zateyev they had received three 
times the lethal dose of radiation. 

Others survived grueling hos- 
pital treatments. Capt. Zateyev 
lay in bed for 18 months; doctors 
replaced both his bone marrow 
and blood. 

Because the corpses were 
radioactive, the six were buried 
secretly in a Moscow cemetery. 
The location of the fraternal 
grave was unknown to families 
and friends until a K-19 crew 
member came across it at his 
brother-in-law’s funeral. 

A government commission de- 
clared Capt. Zateyev a hero and 
decorated his crew. But they have 
received no financial support, 
only "valuable gifts," Capt. 
Zateyev said, adding without 
irony: "You know, watches." 

They were ordered not to dis- 
cuss what bad happened, and 
their medical histories were falsi- 
fied. Doctors wrote that they had 
"damage to the peripheral ner- 
vous system." 
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Fisherman’s curse falls on the albatross 


By Simon Louisson 
Reuter 

WELLINGTON — If the ancient 
mariner of Samuel Taylor Col- 
eridge's poem was so cursed for 
shooting one albatross. what Lite 
awaits humanity if it wipes out 
the whole species? 

Long-line fishermen arc mis- 
ukingfy killing these magnificent 
creatures, the largest of all sea- 
buds, in such numbers That they 

threaten to wipe out some 
varieties, researchers say. 

“If there is nothing done soon 
then their population will be deci- 
mated,'* said Barry Wether, re- 
searcher at the Royal Bird and 
Forest Protection Society of New 
Zealand. 

He estimated that 44,000 albat- 
rov.es died each year in the 
southern blue-fin tuna fishery 
covering mostly the southern 
ocean and south Indian Ocean. 

Fishermen catching the lucra- 
tive tuna, which ir. Japan con 
fetch over $5,tXXi for a single 10U 
kg fish, are killing albatrosses, 
petrels, moll) maw ks and other 
seabirds as they feed out im- 
mense 
containin 
hooks. 

Fishing grounds for the migra- 
'tory tuna, mostly in the Indian 
Ocean, stretch from the sub-tro- 


pical Java Sea to the sub- Antarc- 
tic, where the majority of the 
seabirds ore caught. 

Estm-.ures of albatross bird 
numbers are hazy but are esti- 
mated at around 200,000 breed- 
ing pairs. They mostly breed in 
the sub- Antarctic islands but also 
in the north Pacific. 

There are only around 10,000 
breeding pairs of wandering 
albatrosses, one of the worst hit 
species. Wanderers are monoga- 
mous. live around 50 yean and 
only produce one egg every two 
years. 

"Because the are such a long 
lived bird wish a low- reproductive 
rate the declines are quite small, 
but over decades it has a huge 


impact cm their population. Basi- 
aflv their po 
halved," Mr. Weeber said. 


ca 


copulation has 


lines up to 130 km long 
ining more than 1 ,500 


Museum of New Zealand re- 
searcher. Sandy Bartle, who is 
about to publish his five yean of 
study into the problem, 'said he 
had received an unconfirmed re- 
port of a vessel returning to port 
in Tasmania which had caught 
about 500 birds in three weeks. 

"We have another ...report 
from Uruguay of 200 albatrosses 
caught on a single line. 

“T think both of these figures 
are quite believable and highly 
probable in view of the high 
capture rates which have been 


recorded under exceptional cir- 
cumstances in New Zealand." 

The bird death problem is ex- 
acerbated by the fact that many 
of the deaths occur in internation- 
al waters and most of the fishing 
boats come from outside the re” 
gion. Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Chi- 
na, Russia, Ukraine and the Un- 
ited States are the main culprits. 

New Zealand fisheries Minister 
Doug Kidd, who has taken a 
strong line in New Zealand's 
.huge 320 km economic exclusion 
zone, believes something must be 
done quickly and that a practical 
solution can be found. 

“The reported level of albat- 
ross and other seabirds deaths is 
unacceptable. What we have now 
observed can't be permitted to 
continue," he told Reuters, 

In New- Zealand waters, albat- 
rosses were being killed by trail- 
ing net monitor cables on Russian 
squid boats. Mr. Kidd gave a 
reluctant industry one vear to 
solve the problem, which it did by 
using electronic devices. 

Suggested solutions for the 
long-liners include using “tori" 
(Japanese for bird) lines" — flut- 
tering plastic streamers towed 151) 
metres behind boats, using 
thawed bait which does not float, 
using weighted hooks and only- 
setting lines at nigbt. 

New Zealand, which success- 


fully pushed for an international 
ban on the "wall-of-deatb" drift 
net fishing, introduced the bird 
issue at a recent United Nations 
conference in New York on inter- 
national law on the high seas. 

“So many nations are so con- 
cerned about the degradation of 
the seas bv the distant water 
fishing nations that something 
certainly will be done," said Mr. 
Kidd. 

"The sheer necessitv is becom- 
ing increasingly self-evident. In 
the case of some species, particu- 
larly in the northern hemisphere, 
it is a race again*: lime whether 
there is a specie* to manace any- 
more," he said. 

Overfishing exacerbates the 
bird problem as hungry birds 
chase the fishing bait tor feed. 

Mr. Kidd said thar “ludicrous" 
subsidised ship building by na- 
tions such a> Spain were adding 
to the problems. 

"Social economic intervention 
results in ship* beinc built which 
ought nut to be. which is leading 
to the collapse of fisheries," he 
said. 

However, after succeeding 
with the Russian squid boats, he 
remained optimistic that the 
albatross killing can be stopped. 

"If there i* enough pressure to 
stop the problem, people will find 
appropriate techniques," he said. 



Estimates place the number of albatrosses who die yearly, victims of the blue-fin tuna fishing industry, at 44,000 (File 
photo) 


Congress shows Taiwan 
drifting away from China 


By Annie Huang 

The Associated Press 

TAIPEI, Taiwan — For all its 
talk about reunification with Chi- 
na, Taiwan last week showed how 
much it is drifting away from the 
mainland. 

At a ruling Nationalist Party 
Congress, wealthy Taiwan 
dumped old-guard politicians and 
strengthened its democracy even 
as communist China was tossing 
out a dissident and wrestling to 
keep its economy under control. 

Though -officials paid lip ser- 
vice to an eventual merger with 
China, the party adopted a plat- 
form which jettisoned the goal of 
"recovering the mainland." 

Tensions are easing, and trade 
and cultural exchanges booming 
between the two Chinas as 
Taiwan seeks readmission to the 
United Nations — one more sign 
of Taiwan’s view of itself as a 
separate state. 

Showing its new commitment 
to democracy, the ruling party for 
the first time elected a chairman 
by secret ballot: Lee Teng-Hui, 
the 70-year-old native-born presi- 
dent. 

The party also limited the 
chairmanship to two four-year 
terms, a major departure for a 
country used to leaders who stay 
in office until death. 

And though the week-long 
congress was marred by occasion- 
al fisticuffs and bribery allega- 
tions, it had many of the marks of 
a western-style party convention. 
It bore little resemblance to the 


scripted ritual of the previous 
congress, in 1988. when Taiwan 
had just emerged from 40 years of 
one-party dictatorship. 

The party elected a 210- 
member policy-making central 
committee consisting primarily of 
younger native Taiwanese, show- 
ing how power has shifted from 
the founding "mainlander" gen- 
eration to the islanders who were 
long shut out of positions of 
influence. 

The old guard had seen 
Taiwan’s eventual reunion with 
China as essential. 

The mainlanders, who fol- 
lowed the late Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-Shek to Taiwan after 
losing a civil war to the commun- 
ist Chinese in 1949, have now 
faded almost entirely from pow- 
er. 

Not entirely, however. Former 
Premier Hau Pei-Tsun, 74-year- 
old leader of the old guard, was 
elected a vice chairman, backed 
by rebellious party members who 
have gained prominence by criti- 
cising government corruption and 
President Lee's links to big busi- 
ness. _ 

Mr. Lee helped get Mr. Hau 
elected, demonstrating sensitivity 
to charges he is dictatorial. Mr. 
Lee now can say he averted a 
split and produced a united 
>nt in advance of tough county 
elections in December. 

The nationalists desperately 
needed to regain credibility and 
shake off an image of being feud- 
ridden and calcified by too many 


years in power. 

"The old, authoritarian party 
failed to keep pace with the 'fast 
changes in society," said Chuang 
Sho-Han, a political analyst with 
dose ties to Mr. Lee. “But one 
big stride was made to transform 
it into one designed solely for 
winning elections." 

In his opening address, Mr. 
Lee could not resist comparing 
the Taiwanese success story to 
communist China's performance, 
and indeed the entire world. 

“Compared with the gory sup- 
pression of the democracy move- 
ment by the Chinese communist 
regime, the economic recession in 
industrially advanced nations, 
and the turbulence in the Third 
World, our outstanding comple- 
tion of political democratisation 
...fills us with unbeatable confi- 
dence," be said. 

Chinese dissident labour activ- 
ist Han Dongfang was rendered 
effectively stateless Saturday 
when Chinese officials revoked 
his passport for anti-Chinese acti- 
vities committed abroad. A week 
earlier Mr. Han, 30, had been 
forcibly ejected from China by 
police into British-run Hong 


Kong. 

China this week ordered an 
assault on official corruption, 
linked to western influences and 
an economy marked by high in- 
flation and easy credit. 

Although Mr. Lee’s conditions 
for reunification are so tough that 
critics say he can't seriously mean 
them, he bluntly spelled them out 
again at the congress: China must 
renounce its “megalomaniacal 
mentality," embrace democracy 
and free its markets of state 
control. 

Taiwanese nationalism, once 
suppressed by law as inconsistent 
with reunification, was also on 
display as some delegates insisted 
on speaking in the Taiwanese 
language. After heated ex- 
changes, Mr. Lee intervened to 
establish Mandarin as the con- 
gress's official tongue. 

"Lee, as a president, must .fol- 
low the official line of reunifica- 
tion," delegate Steven Chen said 
in an interview. "But we alfknow 
there is but one goal: that com- 
munist China should leave us 
alone so we can live happily on 
this island." 


CHOIR SINGING 
y 

THE YWCA IN AMMAN TAKES PLEASURE IN 
INVITING MALE & FEMALE SINGERS TO JOIN ITS 
4-VOICE CHOIR IN PREPARATION FOR ITS 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT THAT WILL BE 
HELD DEC 9,11,12,13 1993 AT THE R.C.C. 

PORTIONS OF HANDEL'S MESSIAH WILL BE IN 
THIS YEAR'S PROGRAM. 

INTERESTED (AMATEUR i PROFESSIONAL) SINGERS 
PLEASE BE AT THE YWCA HALL, 3RD CIRCLE, ON 
TUES.AUG 24 FROM 7:30 - 10:00 PM & EVERY 
TUESDAY THEREAFTER THROUGH DECEMBER. 
ADDITIONAL REHEARSALS ARE A POSSIBILITY. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN 
THIS CHORAL EXPERIENCE PLEASE ATTEND THE 
REHEARSAL ON AUG.24TH. NO MEMBERS-WILL 
BE ACCEPTED AFTER SEPT.14TH. 

FOR INQUIRIES PLEASE CALL THE YWCA ON TEL'S: 841118, 
641793, 654476 BETWEEN 9-1 EXCEPT SUNDAYS A FRIDAYS. 


AUA HOTEL 
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RUSSIAN FESTIVAL 








From 25/8 -S/9/1993 


the most enjoyable Folkloric 
and Modern Night Dancing 


Special Dinner (Salads and Hat Dish as) 
Traditional Russian Food 
and Delicacies Special Desserts 
JDlS per person inclusive 

For reservation pleas* call: 

Sales DspL TeL 08/51000 
Royal Tours Tel.:644257 - 642085 
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davs. if not longer. 
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rate', r.i its r,ee:ire Thursday. 


fra:.hi‘s .vern^.for manoeuvre on 
<ixL-i be limited, he said. 
It v.v-s the Germr.n centra! 
ban’r’s rent' 2! to ease at its las. 
count:! meeting a month ago that 
triggered the FRM's collapse. 

":r.c economist expected Frirr.e 
Minister Edouard Bal.c-Jur. at his 
bark-to-'v .3 r!t news c enferer ce 
V/edr.esciy, to pledge an end :c 
recession b it also to reaffirm h.'S 
comrritrr-.sni 10 holding the ‘ran-: 
stable against the mar it. 


Mr. 3 2! lady: v, ili be with Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kch! ir. 
Bonn as the Bundesbank council: 
meet' in Frankfurt. but neither 
has r influence ever the 
fierce !v .ru'oncmous centra- 
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cent, less t-ion half v.hat it is in 
Germany, many econe mists say 
French money rates should be no 
higher than about four per cent 
—"half their current level. 

So cutting rates might deni the 
f;anc now but would be better for 
it in the long run as it would boost 
•-•roncmic growth. 

But Mr. Bailadur has said he 
would resign rather than sacrifice 
the franc to a lax credit policy that 
.vould fuel inflation and force up 
tr.e long-term interest rates indus- 
*-y relies on. 

Analysts said that if the Bun- 
desbank eased Thursday, the 
Bank of France could next trim 
its more significant five-io-10 day 
lending rale. 

Seme see it being lowered to 
7.7 5 per cent from 10 per cent 


now, a return to where it was 
before being suspended to 
squeeze money market rates 
higher and defend the franc. 

However, others say the cen- 
tral bank may hoid off cutting it 
so far for fear new pressure on 
the franc, perhaps triggered by 
the Bank of France's own need to 
sell the currency to recoup its 
reserves, may force it to soueeze 
market fates back up agusn. 

The franc and French securities 
took Monday's move calmly. The 
franc traded 2round 3.49 per 
mark, little changed from Friday 
and about two per cent below it’s 
former ERM floor. 


The Paris Bourse CAC-40 in- 
dex v/as 0.64 per cent lower by 
lunchtime, as traders paid little 
attention to the rate cut. 
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The measures are expected to 
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Tne civil service payroll, repre- 
senting about haif of the state's 
annuni eperaji-ns budget, 
amounts to 12 j billion CF/. frarcc 
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SHANGHAI l?*> — Factories in 
Shanghai, China’s largest indust- 
rial city, have been instructed to 
tighten their belts as national 
measures to ccol' an overheated 
economy take effect, the Shan- 
ghai Star reported. 

“Enterprises have been warned 
to brace themseives for a shor- 
tage of funds and raw materials, 
decreasing demand, rising pro- 
duction costs and an overstrained 
transportation system. " the 
weekend newspaper said. 

It was reporting on a meeting 
of the city's industry leaders 
attended by Wee mayor Jiang 
Viren. 

Shanghai’s economy, domin- 
ated by state-owned enterprises 
mdrirg every thing from steel to 
paper clips, is caught between 
bottlenecks resulting from over- 
rr.pid growth and austerity mea- 
sure* to solve the problem. 

: oe city is the focus of China's 
industrial development plans 
i at orenirg up rite Yangtze 


Fyodorov 
says Russia 
may need 
higher 
taxes soon 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia may 
need a supplementary budget 
soon, raising taxes and curbing 
subsidies and other spending. Fi- 
nance Minister Boris Fyodorov 
has said. 

“We have come dose to the 
situation when we need... special 
measures to raise income and cut 
expenditure,’’ .Mr. Fyodorov told 
Ekho Moskvy radio station. “We 
must soon make political deci- 
sions — whether to continue with 
stabilisation, or let inflation go.” 

Extra measures could include 
new taxes and exdse dudes, 
Fyorodov said. Wages and pen- 
sions would not be cut. 


Mr. Fyodorov, a key reformer 

if r “ 


s.L. 


15.2 per cent in July, according to 
official figures. 

Measures 10 choke-off excess 
credit which is fuelling a specula- 
tive boom in stocks and real 
estate has led to tighter money in 
general for industry in the city. 

For state factories, the worst is 
yet to come. On Friday, the 
China Daily newspaper reported 
that by the end of the year Peking 
will give state-owned enterprises 
full decision-making powers, a 
move that aimed at making them 
responsible for their own profits 
and losses. 


About two thirds of Chinese 
state factories rely on govern- 
ment bail-cuts, or bank loans that 
will never be repaid, to stay 
afloat. 

However, economists in Shan- 
ghai say the city is likely to escape 
the worst effects cf the austerity 
measures championed by Vice 
Premier Zhu Rongji. 

They say the property market 


in the government of President 
Boris Yeltsin, says he is deter : 
mined to rein spending in as part 
of a package of measures to bring 
inflation down from current 
levels around 20 per cent a 
month. 

“The finance ministry is still 
regarded as an organ which 
should find money for every- 
thing. although it is common 
knowledge that there is no 
money.’’ he said. 

Mr. Fyodorov, also one of Rus- 
sia's deputy prime ministers, has 
been fighting an increasingly bit- 
ter battle with both parliament 
and the central bank. 

Parliament last month 
approved a budget deficit which 
‘would amount to a steep 25 per 
cent gross national product. Mr. 
Fvodorov, who says he will not 
fulfil the parliament spending 
plans, had put forward a budget 
with a 10 per cent deficit. 


India plans to ease 
currency regulations 

■ r ir nn»nTf10 UD - it 


BOMBAY (R) — India is plan- 
ning further liberalisation of oir- 
rency regulations after successful- 

I-. ninPP parlv this 


iy floating the rupee early this 
nta 


year, bankers said. 


Measures being considered by 


the Reserve Bank of India (RBI 
included permitting cross 
currency options and allowing 
local banks to invest in short-term 
deposits wirh banks overseas, 
- they said. 

“Dismantling of these restric- 
tions could be the first steps 
towards the full convertibility of 
the Indian rupee on current 


Now India is opening npJts 
economy and dismantling four 
decades’of socialist-style connote. 

But Indian importers and» 
porters confine to be governed by 
rSmple* web Of exchange roles 
Lid directives that -even banters 
say they cannot always under- 

St ^Changes in the coming 
months will be a toj smoo&er m 
the run-up to rupee s full corner 
fibility on capital account, a 

banker said. , „ 

Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh, architect of the reform 

^ , .. j- ,, -nnvpr. 


the Indian rupee on current oiugt>, 

account and later on capital programme, hassud fall ^ 

account,” a banker said. tibility — meaning remo 

With, higher export inflows and trols on capital movement 
growing foreign exchange re- could come in ?? oth ? k _ 3— 
serves, bankers said, the RBI was three years. ar r<^_ 


expected to permit banks to in- 
vest their surplus deposits abroad 
in short-term deposits. 

Official sources said an RBI 
announcement about this could 
be issued by the end of the 
month. 

“The next step could be per- 
mitting banks to invest in short- 
term gilt-edged securities,” they 
added. 

“Interest rates on these de- 
posits could guide the local in- 
terest rates in medium to long 
term, when other currency res- 
trictions too are expected to go,” 
a dealer said. 

Interest rates in India have 
been lowered over the past few 
months, bringing .them closer to 
international rates, analysts said. 
They said they expected further 
falls in the near future. 

Bankers said they anticipated a 
gradual dismantling of the bar- 


expected to achieve a capital ade- 
quacy of eight per cent by about 
that time. 

India took the first step to- 
wards integrating its economy 
with that of the world in February 
1992, when it made the rupee 
partially convertible. The rupee 
became fully convertible on trade 
account this March, bankers 
added. 

But controls on capital outflow 
remain. 

These moves, bankers said, 
could be the first steps towards 
integrating the Indian rupee and 
local interest rates with curren- 
cies and rates in the rest of the 
world. 

Bankers say the RBI is ready.to 
move forward with further cur- 
rency liberalisation because of 
the success of the full float. 

Since a two-tier exchange rate 
system was abolished on March 2, 


A 


tiers that the central bank saw the rupee has defied predictions 
earlier as a crucial part of India's of depreciation by remaining rock 
protected and highly regulated steady, supported by strong capit- 


economy. 


steady, supported by strong capit- 
al inflows. 
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Economists say new Japan 
overseas investment boom unlikely 
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A f 1 report said the cargo 
mriucsc! around 514.000 contain- 
ers anc their number was ex- 
pected to triple to 1.5 million 
«crr.« by :he er.i of the year. 

“This shows business is con- 
tinuously increasing and Dubai 
Lias become one of the main 
commercial centres in the 
?rld," the report said. 
i ! ub3i also expects investment 
»** i's Jebel Ali free zone, the 
largest in the region. t<5 double to 
"2 hi’iion by 'the tum of the 


.century. T her- zorve ias 
arcund_450 ..conipa^jes^ frpm 
Japar.," France.' Britain,''' Hone 
Kong, India. Singapore; South 
Korea. Germany, the United 
States and other countries. 

According to DBD;;. the 
tourism sector is also picking up 
as new hotels open and otners 
plan tc expand to meet :be in- 
crease ir. tourists, mostly West- 
erners vho 3re attracted by the 
sun and desert safaris, 


The new hotels are J.W. Mar- 
riott and Holiday inn. which will 
open late this year, as well as 
Forte Grand, to open in March 
1994. 

More than 20,000 tourists vi- 
sited Dubai in 1992 and the sec- 
tor's share, has exceeded 10 per 
cgnt of the gross domestic prod- 
uct from less than two per cent 15 
years ago. 


i OKYO iR) — The soaring yen 
1 will eat into Japan’s export re- 
; venues, but economists said it 
! would not trigger a Japanese 
; spending spree'oveiseas as seen 
• ir, the 1980s. 

Tnis time, companies are not 
aiming at an expansion led by 
, overseas plants — they just want 

i OT _H re::iuce lfcSS at h° me - 

A ice yen^ "s, dramatic surge after 
! rtne ISS5 New York Plaza accord, 
! when major nations agreed to a 
; weaker dollar, triggered a wave 
cf Japanese offshore investment, 
which peaked at S67.54 billion in 
. the business vear that ended 
1 March 31. 1990. 

Much c? that was in real estate. 
But rather than the gleeful spend- 
| ing of five vears ago. the current 
! high yen will see manufacturers 
j struggling to pare their losses. 

I “Nobody’s going to start 
buying up foreign property,'' said 
Robert Feldman, Salomon 
Brothers’ chief economist for 
Japan. 

Nonetheless, companies may 
have to move some more produc- 
tion offshore. 

In the late 1980s, companies 
were helped out of their strong 
yen woes by their domestic busi- 
ness. as Japan's economy rode 


high on the bubble of stock price 
and property inflation. 

Hus time the economy is mired 
in one of its worst slowdowns 
since World War II and many of 
the nation's top firms are slipping 
into the red. 

“The desire to move abroad is 
more urgent than it was,'* said 
Baring Securities economist 
Geoffry Barker. “The domestic 
business isn't there.” . 

Responding to a Japa n Ext cr- 
nal Trade Organisation (JETRO) 
survey on the high yen in April, 
when a dollar could still buy 111 
yen compared with Tuesday’s 
dose of 101.55, 60 per cent of 
companies said the high yen 
would have a more severe ■effect 
on business than it did in 19S8. 


A ministry of international 
trade and industry official too 
warned that a decline in manufac- 
turers' profits due to the ex- 
change rate meant less money to 
spend, which could even mean 
less investment abroad. 

But economists say it is over- 
capacity more than lack of cash 
that will hold them back. 


In the booming economy of the 
late 1980s, .companies did not 


Around 40 per cent said they 
would need to increase direct 
investment abroad if the yen 
stayed at those levels, compared 
with just 20 who said they would 
not. 

But it will not be easy for them, 
explained Hiro ki Sakamoto, 
director of JETRO’s information 
department. 

“It is an entirely different e«* 
nomic situation,” he said. “In 
1986 they had cash.” 


worry about, .selling their ex- 
panded production. 

But now, the heavily-exporting 
car industry is already operating 
at 10 per cent over-capacity,, 
analysts say. Growth in overseas 
markets has shuddered to a halt, 
so the last thing makers want to 
do is build new factories. 

Big electronics firms are feeling 
more cautious too. 

“The scope for expansion 
abroad is much more limited than 
it was in the late ’80s,” said an 
NEC Corp spokesman. 

Moreover, uncertainty over the 
direction of the exchange rate will 
prevent action for the time being. 

The biggest reason cited for the 
ballooning currency is the 
Japanese government's lack of a 
plan to deal with the country's 
current account surplus. 
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“Your singing doesn't bother me. I put 
sugar in my ears to make your 


voice sound sweeter.’ 


Horoscope not received 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Hanr! Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each sq u zre. to fohn 
four ordinary words. 


One look and I can tell 
you everything about her 


i NOLFE 


LU 

o_ 


□ 

3AUME 



rTn 



rVORPTS 


tnr 

□ 




1 BURNEM 


' > 
*. j 

UJ 



i ^ tp, 

WHAT EXPERIENCED 
GOSSIPS OFTEN 
PEFENPOM. 


V >1 No* arrange the Girded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


A"* ""Qxmm mnm 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Vest onlay's [ JumWe ® : CRAZE ANKLE MELODY BUTLER 

I Answer You don't appreciate the usefulness of this until 
you use it up— AN UMBRELLA 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
i Umbrella, in 
England 
5 Fragment 
10 Head cook 
1 A Mother of 
• Romulus and 
Remus 
15 Belief 
10 Foyer 

17 Judge's seat 

18 Understands 

19 irritate 

20 Maneuver 
22 Chest 

2d Young horse 

25 Pacific Island 

26 Rare element 
29 Land inspector 

33 Make tardy 

34 Gay - 

35 Sieeple 
ornament 

36 Ripening t actor 

37 Cartes 

38 Sound of 
anguish 

39 Grown-ups 

40 Ballet moves 

41 River to the 
Seine 

42 Show bigwig 

44 Caused agony 

45 College cheers 

46 Maned 

47 Beacn shelter 

50 Lawyer 

54 Like a bump 
on — 

55 Gunpowder item 
a< Architect 

Saannen 
58 — die 

55"— a Parade - 

60 Exert influence 
on 

61 Danny pr 
Sammy 

62 Bactnan 

63 WWW battle we 



A* nrghfgfiMtfVM 


DOWN 
1 Scoff 


2 King of comedy 

3 Chinese 1 


dynasty 

4 nem for a baby 


5 Sound In a 
thriller 

6 Fahing basket 

7 Nurture 

8 Total 

9 Attitudes 

1 0 Auto glitter 

11 Locks 

’2 Fitzgerald 
13 Bend 
21 Name word 
23 Possess 
25 Spiritual guides 
« Holding device 

27 Champing at the 
bit 

28 Office help 

29 Less irrational 
X? Have a craving 

31 Judge 

32 Het up 
3 4 For-l_ • 

37 Craftsman 

38 Restaurant 
worker 

■*0 San or Don 
4 i ~-.verbird 


Puzzle Solved: 
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^3 Medicated 

canay 

44 Stormy __ 

45 Men or Martin 
47 The — of 

Amontillado' 
4B Imer — 


49 Osseous 

50 Mighty m.te 

51 Salamander 

52 Of an age 

53 Me of music 
56 Dock Workers' 

org. 
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Iran earns 
$1.1 billion 
from carpet 
exports 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran earned 
SI. I billion from carpef exports 
last year, making carpet-weaving 
the country's most lucrative in* 
dustty after oil. the trade minister 
said Monday. 

Speaking at an international 
carpet fair which opened here 
Monday. Yahya At Eshuu, said 
Iran had exported S3. 107 billion 
worth of carpets in the past five 
yean and was ahead o! its goal of 
$2,983 billion for the first five- 
year plan. 

The head of Iran's Export 
Promotion Centre. Mostafa 
Hashemi, said six to eight million 
people were employed in the 
manufacture and sale of carpets 
in the country. 

The English-language doily 
Tehran Times welcomed the 
holding of a carpet fair, but 
warned the industry was "facing 
many economic and organisation- 
al" problems. 

“If we want to acquire a strong 
presence in the international cur- 
pet market, we should renovate 
the industry and pay more atten- 
tion 10 the working conditions of 
rural carpet* weavers." it said. 

The official f KNA news agency 
said 14U companies in (he carpet 
industry have participated in the 
week-long exhibition covering an 
area of 27.MUU square metres 
(290.60(1 square feet). 


Arab ship repair firm 
says ’92 was bad year 


MANAMA (AFP) — The Arab 
Shipbuilding and Repair Yard 
(ASRY) has said its performance 
was weak in 1992 because of a 
decline in demand caused by a 
sharp fall in shipping fees in the 
region. 

In its annual report, the 
Manama-based company said its 
dry docks handled 90 vessels in 
1992 although it has a capacity for 
150 ships. 

"The general results of the 
company in 1992 were affected by 
a decline in ship repair prices to 
an unreasonable level because of 
a sharp drop in shipping fees," 
ASRY Director Daij Ibn Klulifa 
Al Khalifa wrote in (he report 
obtained Monday. "The impact 
of this decline was so strong chat 
it encouraged shipowners to post- 


pone repair of their vessels. This 
depressed demand for ASRY ser- 
vices.” 

He gave no figures on the 
company's financial results for 
1992 or its operations in previous 
years. But be predicted an im- 
provement in demand this year 
after the completion of expansion 
projects. 

The expansions covered two 
floating repair docks bought from 
the United States last year for S61 
minion, ASRY sources said such 
docks would boost daund. 

ASRY. whose dry docks have a 
capacity of 500,000 tonnes, is 
owned by the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OAPEC). which groups 
Saudi Arabia and nine other 
Arab oil producers. 


Revenue sharing blocks 
GCC bid to unify customs 


Finnish unemployment 
climbs over 20 per cent 


HELSINKI (AFP) — Finnish un- 
employment hit 20.4 per cent in 
July, leaving over a half million 
people out of woTk, the ministry 
of labour has announced. At the 
end of July, 519,300 people were 
without jobs, an increase of 
23.200 people since June. In July 
1992. 390,000 people were unem- 
ployed, corresponding to 15.1 per 
cent of the population. Mean- 
while. three per cent of the work 
force, or 86,000 people, were 
occupied with training and other 
government schemes to combat 
unemployment. According to 
prognoses done by financial ex- 


perts, no improvement is ex- 
pected in the near future, with 
the unemployment figures ex- 
pected to hover around 19 per 
cent in the coming year. Official, 
internationally comparable fi- 
gures are expected from the cen- 
tral statistics bureau next week. 
The two offices use different 
methods to calculate unemploy- 
ment figures. According to the 
central statistics bureau, unem- 
ployment in June totalled 18.1 
ner cent, while the ministry of 
labour reported it at 19.5 per 


ABU DHABI (AfP) — Gulf 
Arab states have made headway 
in their bid to unify 1 customs 
tariffs on imports but distribution 
of revenues from such taxes is 
blocking a final agreement, offi- 
cial sources said.” 

Bahrain, which imposes the 
highest duty in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). is demanding compensa- 
tion for lowering its tariff to bring 
it in line with a common customs 
mechanism, the sources said. 

"Bahrain has the right to de- 
mand compensation because it 
will be seriously affected by the 
joint GCC tariff," said a Gulf 
official, who requested anonym- 
ity. "As you know . Bahrain relies 
heavily on tax revenues." 

Customs tariffs in Bahrain 
generally exceed 20 per cent 
while the proposed GCC tariff 
ranges from eight to 10 per cent. 
Countries such as the United 


Arab Emirates will largely be- 
nefit as its tariffs do not exceed 
four per cent. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's top 
crude exporter, Kuwait and 
Oman also impose high tariffs but 
they are mainly designed to pro- 
tect local products. In the remain- 
ing GCC member Qatar, tariffs 
are relatively low. 

A joint GCC tariff has been 
under discussion for more than 
eight years within plans to create 
a common Gulf market, as laid 
down in an economic agreement 
signed by the alliance in 19S2. 

Such a tariff is one of the 
conditions set by the GCC's main 
economic partner, the European 
Community, for signing a free 
trade agreement. 

GCC finance and economy 
ministers are due to meet in 
Riyadh early next month to dis- 
cuss the proposed common tariff 


before presenting it to an annual 
summit in December. 

"The discussions will focus on a 
mechanism for customs tariffs on 
foreign imports, tariffs on im- 
ports from member states and 
protection duties," a Gulf official 
said. "But Bahrain is still insisting 
on compensation before the im- 
plementation of the join: tariff." 

Unlike the other members. 
Bahrain heavily depends on taxes 
for its income as its produces only 
40,000 barrels per day of oil. ' 

According :o official Bahraini 
figures, oil accounted for less 
than 30 per cent of the Gulf 
island's total revenues of around 
SI. 5 billion in 1992. 

One of the proposals to resolve 
the problem is to collect the taxes 
on imports in al) GCC states and 
redistribute them in a way that 
will enable members with high 
tariffs to make up for pan of the 
loss. 


Qatar expanding petrochemical output 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Qatar is 
expanding its petrochemical pro- 
duction in projects costing -120 
million Qatari riyals (5115.3 mil- 
lion;. the United Arab Emirates 
fUAE) daily Al Khaleej re- 
ported. 

The projects, to be completed 
by 1995, would boost output of 
ethylene by 570.1X0 tonnes to 
500.GU0 tonnes per year and of 
polyethylene by 175,000 tonnes 


to 360,000 tonnes per year, the 
paper said in a report from Doha. 

Qatar, a member of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, produces about 
350,000 barrels per day of oil and 
has embarked on a muiti-billion- 
dollar gas project at its giant 
North Field. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's lead- 
ing oil exporter, arid other Gulf 
states have also launched expan- 


sion projects in :hcir oil. gas. 
refining and petrochemical indus- 
tries to meet a rise in world 
demand. 

Al Khaleej said Qatar earned 
199 million riyals ($54.6 million) 
in 1992 from the sale of petroche- 
micals to Indonesia. China, In- 
dia. Singapore. Taiwan. Thai- 
land, Hong Kong, the Philippins. 
Italy and other countries. 
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Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — * 
apartments for rent. 



Tel. NO. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 
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CROWN 1NTLEST 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air. Sea and Land 


TEL: 66 4D 90 
FA» ,69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pfcoto 
slaw 30 % imrgmr 

* Frew enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT* 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight . 


Amman 

International Hotel 
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^ ' Rest. 

Tel 841712/841713 



Swrifiyeh. 

FLAT. O. TEL 
RESTAURANT 
661293 


ITALIAN CUISINE 


Cocktail - Piano Bar 
^Opening Soon*** 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room— I 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" , 


IIAIJOTEL 

il^ 3 i|l|ls 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN • JORDAN 
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I, / _ Authentic 

-, 2 Chinese (fishes, 
rT from all great re- 
* flionaJ cuisine 
styles of China 


Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen' 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open /.’-.to.. I It/ & t iMt-li Jii OjJ, 


Take away is available 
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Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN" 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul S800 H/B & tours 

* Antalya S 800 H/B 

☆ Turkish Riviera S800 h/3 

* Cyprus 5770 B/B 

■ * All in 5 star INTI HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservahons at 
International & 
Luxury Hole's m 
Turkey Cyprus 
& Egypt 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Gris School 

Xmkm away b awtlihU 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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^ r FREE 

. Munchies 

& 

Reduced Drink Prices 

7 - 9 PM Daily 

642401 


JA rtj/*//* l 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


(wifiippMir 

Special Executive Luncheons ■ 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-T1.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 
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J.N. prepares to send aid 


convoy to Mostar Muslims 


MOSTAR (R) — The United 
Nations Monday prepared to 
send food and medicine to be- 
sieged Muslims in Mostar, but the 
Bosnian Croats controlling access 
to the city were still refusing 
permission for convoys to enter. 

The U.N. hopes to deliver 130 
tonnes of supplies Wednesday to 
the Muslim side of the city in 
southwest Bosnia, where 55,000 
people are trapped. Food, water 
and medical supplies are scarce. 

A U.N. advance convoy Sun- 
day made a small delivery of 
medical supplies to the makeshift 
hospital in the Muslim quarter 
which is struggling to treat pa- 
tients without anaesthetic, elec- 
tricity or running water. 

U.N. officials were holding 
fresh negotiations Monday with 
the Bosnian Croat Forces (HVO) 
who control the access routes into 
Mostar to gain entry to the Mus- 
lim sector, but reported little 
progress. 

“We very much hope that 
Wednesday will be the day that 


the HVO finally decides they are 
no longer going to be bloody- 
minded and they will allow us to 
take a convoy through,” said 
Lyndall Sachs, spokeswoman for 
the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 

She said the price of taking aid 
to the Muslims may be to deliver 
an equal amount to the Croat- 
held part of the city, which still 
needed help, although less than 
the Muslim sector. 

The Muslim-held part of the 
west bank of the Neretva River 
has been reduced to rubble by 
fighting between Muslim-led gov- 
ernment forces and HVO. 

Most Muslim civilians have 
moved to the east bank., joining 
residents crowded into buildings 
on streets furthest away from the 
constant threat of mortar and 
snipe re fire. Even here, there are 
many bombed-out buildings. 

The quarter was relatively 
quiet Monday morning, after 
almost continuous sniping and 
shelling over the past few days. 


Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govk in Sarajevo appealed to the 
United Nations Security Council 
for help in getting emergency aid 
to the Muslim-held quarter, de- 
scribing the siege as a “true catas- 
trophe.” 

In a letter to the U.N., Mr. 
Izetbegovic said Bosnian Croat 
Forces had conducted an ethnic 
deansing campaign to dear the 
area of Muslims and urged that 
the southwestern city be dedared 
a U.N. safe area similar to 
Sarajevo. 

Amid the fighting, Serb, Croat 
and Muslim assemblies are due to 
meet separately this week to dis- 
cuss a proposed peace agreement 
that emerged last week from 
peace talks in Geneva. 

The Bosnian Republic's parlia- 
ment will meet Friday to debate 
the plan, but Mr. Izetbegovic said 
he would tell the representatives 
to reject the compromise agree- 
ment. 

“I will not propose that they 
vote for such a proposal,” he told 


reporters Sunday. If further talks 
fail, the Bosnian president said 
differences would have to be set- 
tled in combat. 

Government army officers dis- 
missed the peace map that would 
carve Bosnia into three ethnic 
mini-states. 

“If the government decides to 
accept the plan there would be a 
military coup,” said an officer 
who identified himself as Nezir, 
deputy commander of the 17th 
Brigade in the central Bosnian 
city of Travnik. 

Croat and Serb leaders have 
said the plan was the best com- 
promise that could be achieved. 

“I will fight for acceptance of 
the plan,” Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic told Reuters 
Television. He said if the war 
continued, the Muslims would be 
held responsible 

A source in tf Bosnian Serbs' 
self-styled parli* int in Pale out- 
side Sarajevo. & 1 the assembly 
expected to met Saturday and 
Sunday. 


Mandela: Government lacks will to end unrest 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Afri- 
. can National Congress ( ANC) 
leader Nelson Mandela said Mon- 
day that South Africa's white 
_ ' minority government did not 
have the will or desire to end the 
violence sweeping the country. 

The ANC chief said Sunday's 

• massacre of 12 blacks at a metal 

* factory was part of a bloody 
campaign to stop the transition to 
black rule. 

“We have suggested ways to 
” ' the government to end the vio- 
lence. It is dear the government 
; has either lost control of the 
‘ security forces or elements in the 
^ecurify forces are doing what the 
government wants them to do.” 

. Mr. Mandela told reporters. 

“It is dear there are elements 
determined to derail the peace 
process. We must expect this to 
■ continue until a new, democratic 
and legitimate government is in 
place." 


Clashes 
erupt in 
2nd Azeri 
breakaway 


region 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Troops 
loyal to a renegade Azerbaijani 
colonel who has dedared inde- 
pendence in the southern Azeri 
region of Talyshko-Mugansk ex- 
changed gunfire with pro- 
government demonstrators Mon- 
day. the Azeri News Agency. 
Turan, reported. 

Turana said there were dead and 
wounded on both sides. Quoting 
the governing Popular Front, the 
agency said followers of Colonel 
AJikram Gumbatov opened fire 
on demonstrators who stormed a 
local government building where 
he was staying in the region's 
main city of Lenkoran. The Pro- 
testors fired back, it said. 

The Azeri Interior Ministry 
told the agency the protesters 
gained control of the building and 
Col. Gumbatov was reported 
missing, but it had no further 
detai 15- 

Several Azerbaijani political 
parties loyal to the authorities in 
Baku demonstrated Sunday 
against the separatist drive by 
Col. Gumbatov, who on Aug. 7 
•declared the Talyshko-Mugansk 
Republic a sovereign nation. 

The region has about 700,000 
inhabitants spread along the Ira- 
nian border and the Caspian Sea. 
Its capital, Lenkoran, has a 
population of about 126.000. 

■ Turan said. 


Armenians take Fizuli 


Meanwhile separatist Kara- 
bakh Armenian forces claimed 
control of the strategic town of 
Fizuli after driving out Azerbai- 
jani troops, both sides to the 
conflict announced Monday. 

The Azerbaijani Defence 
Ministry said the Armenian 
troops, who had been besieging 
Fizuli for two weeks, launched a 
final assault on the town over- 


night Saturday. 
It said reinfon 


It said reinforcements from the 
Azeri army had to be brought in 
to cany out a diversion tactics 
in order to allow trapped fellow 
soldiers to escape through the 
southern part of town. 

Armenian military officials said 
Monday that their troops had 
entered Fizuli. located southeast 
of the disputed Nagorno- 
-Karatikh enclave, “without any 
eombat” Sunday evening. 

* “The city was completely emp- 
ty. there were no soldiers, no 
Azerbaijani civilians.” the Snark 
[News Agency said, quoting 
•Armenian officials. 

; Tire fell of Fizuli is a major 
jdefeat for the Azerbaijani troops 
"who have been losing ground to 
-the separatists.” 


The Scaw Metals' factory dead 
were among at least 35 people 
killed in weekend violence 
throughout South Africa. 

Eleven people died in the East 
Rand townships of Kr lehong. 
Tokoza and Volsoorus ’espite 
the presence of large ntim 'rs of 
police and soldiers. 

At least 12 were killed in N^tal 
province, including a black man 
and woman riddled by bullets in 
highway ambush near Est court i 
the Natal midlands. 

At least 900 people have be 
killed in political violence sir 
early July when multi-party neg - 
tiators set April 27 as the date for 
South Africa's first all-race elec- 
tions. Nearly half have died in 
Johannesburg's satellite 
townships. 

The ANC demands a multi- 
party national peacekeeping 
force be set up urgently to restore 
peace to townships ravaged by 
factional fighting. 


It charges hardline elements in 
the white-led security forces are 
fomenting violence to divide 
blacks and perpetuate apartheid 
— an accusatison vigorously de- 
nied by the police and army. 


Deputy Law And Order Minis- 
ter Gert Myburgh Monday visited 


wounded victims of the factory 
attack at Germiston south of 
Johannesburg and said police 
would vigorously hunt the three 
jlack gunmen. 


He appealed to hostel-dwellers 
not to seek revenge for the kill- 
ing. one of the most savage inci- 
dents since black gunmen killed 
11 people, most of them white, at 
St. James's Church in Cape Town 
last month.. 

The Germiston gunmen, 
armed with AK-47 rifles, opened 
fire on Xhosa-speaking workers 
and their wives, who were holding 
an outdoor meeting. The attack 
took place near where gunmen 


Nigeria signals tough 
stance against union 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s military 
government said it planned T" 
restructure h emain trade mion 
— an apparent response to the 


that the NLC ultimatum was mas- 
terminded by a section of the 
congress in the southwestern pan 
of the country, an apparent re- 


union's decision to call a strike if ference to Mr. Abiola's home 
President Ibrahim Babangida region. 


does not quit power by his Friday 
deadline. 

Information Minister Uche 
Chukwumerije said in the capital 
Abuja the plan was to make 
membership of the Nigeria 
Labour Congress (NLC) volun- 
tary in line with the International 
Labour Organisation's stan- 
dards, the News Agency of Niger- 
ia reported. 

Voluntary membership would 
severely reduce the funds the 


Nigeria Monday entered one of 
the most crucial weeks in its 
history with no indication how 
Gen. Babangida. in power since 
1985. planned to resolve the crisis 
that has ingulfed the country 
since he cancelled the June 12 
election. 

“This is the week that makes or 
breaks Nigeria," said lawyer 
Michael Otiong as fears mounted 
that the political crisis could erupt 
into widespread violence in Afri- 


NLC gets through a compulsory ca’s most populous nation. 


check-off system. 

The 3.5-million-strong NLC, 
and the 50,000-strong oil workers 
group Nupeng have threatened to 
strike from the weekend unless 
General Babangida surrenders 
power by Aug. 27 when he had 


Mr. Abiola said Gen. Babangi- 
da would not leave office volun- 
tarily. 

“Babangida has no intention of 
honouring his many promises to 
hand over power to a 
democratically-elected civilian 


repeatedly pledged he would government.” he said in state- 


hand over to civilians. 

Nupeng, whose strike could 


ments foxed to Reuters from 
London, where he has been ral- 


cripple crude oil exports. Niger- lying support for his claim to the 
ias main source of foreign ex- presidency. 


change, said power should be Mr. Abiola said he had delayed 


handed to ■ Moshood Abiola, the returning to Nigeria on the advice 
muslim millionaire businessman of family and friends that it was 


believed to have won last June's not sate but pledged he would be 


annulled presidential pr 
Mr. Chukwumerije, . 
trade unionist, said 
should defy the strike. 


back by Aug. 27. “I will be back 
rmer on Nigerian soil by the 27th. I will 
kers keep my fate with destiny,” he 


Hosokawa apologises for 
war; will tackle corruption 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa. 
making his first policy speech tc 
parliament Monday, made a for- 
mal apology for his country’s 
wartime atrocities in Asia but 
held back from offering com- 
pensation. 

Mr. Hosokawa, who rode to 
power on an anti-graft platform, 
also pledged a crackdown on 
political corruption. 

“I would thus like to take this 
opportunity to express anew our 
profound remorse and apologies 
for the fact that past Japanese 
actions, including aggression and 
colonial rule, caused unbearable 
suffering and sorrow for so many 
people.” Mr. Hosokawa said. 

Japan would contribute “more 
than ever before to world peace,” 
he added. 

Leaders of previous adminis- 
tration under the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP), which lost its 


don that Japan felt little, if any, 
remorse for its wartime conduct. 

The government's new willing- 
ness to face Japan’s past has 
already stirred demands by Asian 
war victims. Over 13,000 Indone- 
sians who worked as forced 
labourers during the 1942-4S 
Japanese occupation have reg- 
istered to seek compensation. 

Taiwanese, South Korean and 
Malaysian women forced to serve 
as wartime prostitutes for 
Japanese soldiers have said they 
will seek compensation by filing 
lawsuits in Tokyo. 

Foreign Minister Tsutomu 
Hata said last week that, while 
Japan considered it had already 
settled the reparations issue 
through bilateral or multilateral 
treaties, the government could 
consider individual claims. 

Mr. Hosokawa. who took 
office two weeks ago, made no 


38-year hold on power to Mr.* mention of the issue of com- 
Hosokawa's multi-party alliance, pensafion, however. 


steadfastly refused to say in par- 
liament that Japan fought a war 
of aggression. 

When Accessary, they offered 
vaguely-worded apologies to 
Asian countries, fuelling suspi- 


Setting out government policy. 
Mr. Hosokawa repeated election 
pledges to clean up political cor- 
ruption, symbolised by the 
scandal-ridden LDP, by th* 
year's end. 


stopped a mini-bus taxi shot dead 
seven Zulus last month. 

Most of South Africa's 
township warfare is between pre- 
dominantly Xhosa-speaking 
AN C supporters and followers of 
the Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party. 

The government offered a 
250,000 rand (S80.000) reward 
for information leading to the 
arrest of the factory killers — the 
same as put up over the Cape 
Town church killing. The ANC 
•had demanded the police treat 
the factory slaughter on the same 
level as the killing of the whites. 


Tony Harris, managing direc- 
tor of Scaw Metals, a subsidiary 
of the Anglo American Corpora- 
tion, said in a statement: “The 
hostel has a non-political profile. 
Those living in this hostel com- 
prise different ethnic groups and 
include supporters of several 
different political parties. 


Cambodian 
leaders 
get lavish 

Hanoi 

welcome 




Michael Jackson 
launches Asian tour 





BANGKOK (AFP) - 
star Michael Jackson launched 
the Asian leg of 
here Monday with a 
ence 91 which he sang not a angle 
note, spoke only 
left hundreds of fcjnaJ® 
screaming his name. 
old Jackson rode onto the tfago 
Of a hotel ballroom in a local 
three-wheeled conveyance 
known as a “tuk-mk,’ 
decorated With the logo of the 
soft drink company that is spoa; 
soring his Dangerous tour. Thai 
girls in native dress strewed flow- 
er petals in his path as the singer 
onto the stage, and 


An elderly m»" polls his belongings on a inggage trolley as he walks by a parking lot full of car 
wrecks in Sarajevo (AFP photo) 


Russia rejects Lithuanian mediation call 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia re- 
jected Monday a Lithuanian call 
for mediation in the dispute over 
the Baltic republic's claim for 
compensation for 50 years of 
Soviet occupation. 

“The attempts to put pressure 
(on Russia) by using third coun- 
tries will produce only a negative 
response," said Vyasheslav Kos- 
tikov, the spokesman for Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, quoted by 
Interfax. 


Earlier the Vilnius government 
condemned Moscow's decision 
Sunday to halt its withdrawal of 
the 2,500 Russian troops in 
Lithuania and to break off talks 


over the pullout. 

“Negotiations are the only 
civilised way to solve problems 
and tire alternative means of poli- 
tical, military and economic 
pressure are unacceptable,” said 
the Lithuanian Foreign Ministry 
in a statement carried by Inter- 
fax. 

Mr. Kostikov dismissed 
Lithuania’s demand for S146 tril- 
lion in compensation as “un- 
founded." 

Democratic Russia has no re- 
sponsibility for the Stalinist era. 
of which Russia was equally a 
victim. Mr. Kostikov said. 

A Litbuanian-Russian summit, 
due to have taken place Monday 


in Moscow, was postponed inde- 
finitely. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry 
has said tire withdrawal, due to be 
completed by Aug. 31, would 
continue, but “with a delay suit- 
able to Russia, of which the 
Lithuanians will be in fo rm ed.” 


Lithuanian President Algirdas 
Brazauskas said Sunday he would 
appeal to international mediators 
for help in the dispute. . 


The prevailing mood in Vilnius. 
Monday was that the Brazauskas 
government, which was elected in 
May on a ticket of improving 
relations with Moscow, had mis- 
handled the affair. 


Rightist Nicaraguans free 20 hostages 


HANOI (R) — Cambodia's new 
co-presidents. Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh and Hun Sen. re- 
ceived a lavish official welcome in 
Hanoi Monday when they arrived 
to shore up relations with Viet- 
nam, their country s most power- 
ful neighbour. 

The fate of ethnic Vietnamese 
residents of Cambodia who have 
fled attacks by Khmer Rouge 
Communist guerrillas and are 
stranded in the border area will 
be high on the agenda of their 
talks with Vietnamese Prime 
Minister Vo Van Kiet, according 
to Hanoi officials. 

A United Nations spokesman 
in Cambodia Monday said Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas were suspected 
of killing two Vietnamese fisher- 
men whose battered and bullet- 
riddled bodies were found in cen- 
tral Cambodia at me weekend, 
the latest in a new spate of 
anti-Vietnamese violence. 

The Cambodian leaders will 
also be seeking to establish a 
personal relationship with Kiet 
and other Vietnamese officials, as 
they already have with the beads 
of Cambodia's other neighbours, 
Thailand and Laos, in visits over 
the past month. 


EL ZUNGANO. Nicaragua (R) 
— Rightist guerrillas released 
Sunday 20 of the 38 Nicaraguan 
government officials and leftist 
Sandipista politicians they have 
been holding hostage since 
Thursday, officials said. 

But as the captives walked free 
in this northern village, a second 
hostage standoff continued in the 
capita] Managua where leftist 
gunmen have seized the country's 
vice-president and a score of 
other top politicians. 

Francisco Mavorga, spokes- 
man for a negotiating commission 
seeking the release of the hos- 
tages near this remote moon tain 
village m northern Nicaragua, 
said the remaining 18 hostages 
held by the rightists could also K* 
freed within hours. 

The rightist guerrillas. led by 
former contra rebel Jose Angel 
Talavcra, Alias El Chacal (The 
Jackal), “announce the immedi 
ate ...handover of the people 


held, with 20 people today. Fore- 
seeing the handover of the rest in 
the coming hours,” an accord 
read to reporters by Mr. Mayorga 
said. 

He said the accord was not 
signed by Mr. Talavera but by his 
brother and top lieutenant. Salva- 
dor Talavera. after consultations 
with El Chacai. 

A Renter correspondent saw 
the 20 people, 17 soldiers and 
three government officials, arrive 
m the nearby town of Quilali 
following their release. 

The release could be a major 
advance towards resolving the 
two hostage standoffs, which 
have highlighted the bitter post- 
war divisions lingering in this 
nation of just over three million 
people, one of the poorest in the 
Americas. 

In Managua, leftist gunmen are 
holding hostage Vice-President 
' Titilio Godov, about eight jour- 
nalists and a score of conservative 


Angolan forces retake eastern town 


SAO TOME (Agencies) — 
Angolan government forces have 
retaken the town of Cam anon gue 
in eastern Angola from UNITA 
rebels, Angolan state radio said 
Monday. 

The radio, monitored in the 
island state of Sao Tome and 
Principe, said government troops 
inflicted dozens of casualties on 
UNTTA fighters in the weekend 
battle for Camanongue, 52 
kilometres from the previously 
besieged city on Luena. 

Camanongue is on the road 
north from Lueaa, capital of 
Moxico Province, to Saurimo. 
capital of Lunda South province, 
which has also been under rebel 
siege for several months. 

The World Food Programme 
(WFP) resumed aid flights to 
Luena and Saurimo last week. It 
bad suspended them after UN- 
ITA fired at a U.N. plane in 
northwestern Angola in. mid-July. 

UNTTA (the National Union 
for the Total Independence of 


.Angola) occupied Camanongue 
last October when it went back to 
war against the ruling MPLA 
(Popular Movement for the li- 
beration of Angola). 

The two sides signed agree- 
ments to end 16 years of civil war 
in 1991 but UNTTA took up arms 
again last year after losing elec- 
tions to the MPLA. 

State radio and UNITA radio 
both reported that government 
and rebel representatives were 
due to take part in 'a series of 
meetings in the Zimbabwean 
capital Harare Monday with the 
aim of. resurrecting the peace 
process. 

The radios said the U.N. spe- 
cial representative i n Angola , 
Alioune Blondin Beye, Angolan 
Foreign Minister Venanrio de 
Moura and UNITA’s acting 
secretary for foreign affairs, 
Paulo Lukamba Gato. would also 
meet Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe. . 

Mr. Beye and Mr. De Moura 


Moscow events cast shadow over aut umn offensive 


MOSCOW (R) — A bullet rips 
through a minister's office, a top 
anti-corruption official says be is 
the target’ of a murder plot by the 
chief prosecutor, a second minis- 
ter steps down accusing “mafia 
bands” of making a push for 
Kremlin power. 

Recent events in Moscow pro- 
vide an increasingly sinister back- 
drop to President Boris Yeltsin's 
struggle with Russia’s conserva- 
tive parliament. 

As- Mr. Yeltsin prepares his 
approaching “autumn offensive” 
against the hardliners the shadow 
of corruption is growing, longer, 
with both sides slinging accusa- 
tions at each other. 

Foreign Trade Minister Sergei 
Glazyev resigned at the weekend, 
declaring what all hardliners had 
tong said: “Mafia bands” feeding 
on corruption were nosing then* 
way to power. He accused twol 
dose Yeltsin allies of hounding 
him from office. 

The mafia accusations, this 
time from an insider rather than a 
nationalist or Communist foe of 
Mr. Yeltsin, may cut deep. 

“At a time when consolidation 
is vital in presidential and govern- 
ment structures, talk about in- 
fighting in the cabinet rather than 
admissions of professional errors 
is to be deeply regretted," Fore- 


ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
said. 

Mr. Glazyev linked his sudden 
fall — his aircraft was recalled to 
Moscow hours after leaving for 
Africa — with new rules he issued 
cutting the number of firms ex- 
porting, metals and oil. 

If enforced, the rules could 
make inroads into illicit trade 
below market prices that has cost 
Russia millions of dollars. 


idential enemies, including Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi. 

Andrei Makarov, head of the 
presidential commission, accuses 
Mr. Rutskoi of keeping a secret 
Swiss bank account. Mr. Rutskoi 
denies the charge, insisting he 
has “suitcases full" of evidence 


against the Yeltsin administra- 
tion. 


A presidential commission 
drew a picture last week of a 
pyramid of corruption t founded 
largely on private firms dealing 


Mr. Makarov raised the 
temperature of the debate by 
declaring Chief Prosecutor 
Valentine Stepankov had enter- 
tained ideas of his murder. He 
produced a tape transcript of an 


illicitly in oil and metal exports • SS** 6 * 1 telephone conversation 
They controlled a layer of corrupt b ? n !? n ^ Stepankov, no ally 
middle-level officials protected in $ , Yeltsin, and Dmitry 
turn by top law enforcement fi- Y mrabovsky a former KGB 


•One went through the window 
of Minister Mikhail Fedotov’s 
office and two others shattered 
panes on the same .floor. 

It was not immediately dear 
who fired the rifle shots. Were 
they intended as a threat to Mr. 
Fedotov, who formally resigned 
his post last week, or perhaps the 
man who will replace him? 

Mr. Yeltsin, facing an attempt 
by parliament to increase its hold 
over television, may appoint a 
more aggressive figure. 

Mr- Pottoranin, himself the 
subject of corruption investiga- 
tions by Mr. Stepankov, may 
soon occupy the office that came 
under fire. 


gures and senior politicians. 

Justice Minister Yuri Kalmykov 
singled out one firm operating 
from abroad that he said wqs set 
up on Communist Party funds 
smuggled from Russia. 


official now living in Canada. 

Mr. Stepankov acknowledged 
on television Sunday the con- 
versation had taken place but 
denied murder was being discus- 
sed. He suggested Mr. Yakubovs- 


Mr. Yeltsin has promised a. 


II 


dozens in the crowd shouted 
“Michael, Michael,” tryingto get 

his attention. Throughout the 45- 
minute media event, loufe>eaker 
blared one Jackson hit after 
another. Then Tony Illslcy.preg- 
dent of Pepsi -Cola Asia Pacffic, 
presented Jackson with a™* 
for two million baht ($80,000) for 
the singer's Heal the World 
Foundation. Part of the money 
will go to charities in Thailand, 


WUI KW — — — — — 

Mr. fllsiey said. Asked to say a 
‘Tew" words, Jackson said: “l 


love yon, and thank you very, 
very much,” as scores of photo- 
graphers — most of them stand- 
ing on chairs — snapped bis 
picture. Jackson’s tour beganlast 
summer in Europe. Details of the 
Asian leg have been kept 
shrouded in secrecy, but he is 
known to be heading for Singa- 
pore after Bangkok and will also 
appear in Taipei. 

LA. county coroner - 
opens little shop 
of horrors 


politicians of the National 
Opposition Union (UNO). 

The Managua gunmen have' 
said they will not release their 
captives until aD those held by the 
former contras are freed. 

The leader of the Managua 
group of leftist gunmen said ear- 
lier Sunday that two hostages 
would be released on health 
grounds, fait it was unclear when. 
Mr. Godoy was not among those 
to be released. 

In an explosion of anger earlier 
Sunday, Commando 31's men 
fired shots in the air and at the 
roof of a nearby building where 
they said they saw snipers. No 
one was bun and police did not 
return fire. . 

They also forced UNO leader 
Alfredo Cesar and other hostages 
up against the windows of the 
party’s headquarters m their 
underwear, as human shields 
against ' a feared police attack 
which never came. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
Los Angeles County Coroner’s 
Office has its own little shop of 
borroTS where it markets the mor- 
bid — from personalised toe tags, 
to skeleton tote bag?. There’s 
even a beach towel with a chalk 
body outline. The gift shop called 
Skeletons In The Closet also sells 
T-shirts, coffee mugs and other 
morgoe souvenirs. Proceeds go to 
a programme aimed at scaring 
youths out of drinking and driv- 
ing. “Bodies and death are our 
business. We’re just eying to take 
advantage of it,” said Marilyn 
Lews, the coroner's new market- 
ing program me coordinator. The 
$4 personalised toe tags, used to 
identify cadavers, are “the tea! 
things,” she said. The marketing 
push has raised $15,000 over- the 
•past year for a progr am me foal 
brings convicted 16-to 21-year- 
old drunken drivers to the. mar- ’ 
gue for a firsthand look, at the 
deadly effects of roadway intox- 
ication. “It seems to have a very 
definite and real impact on peo- 
ple,” said Chris Haivey; who 
oversees the toms. “They leave 


with their eyes wide , open and a , 
different outlook on hfe.” . . f» 


flew into Harare at the weekend. 

Mr- Beye's predecessor. Briton 
Margaret Anstee . organised 
U.N.-sponsored peace talks in 
the Ivory Coast capital Abidjan 
earlier this year, but they col- 
lapsed after six weeks when CJN- 
ITA refused to sign a peace pro- 
tocol which the government 
accepted. 

Mr. Beye said Sunday that no 
date bad yet been set for a new 
round of peace talks, which were 
expected to start in Harare or 
another African capital by Sept. 
15 at the latest. 

The U.N. Security Council 
meets on Sept. 15 to review the 
Angolan situation. It has 
threatened UNITA with sanc- 
tions if it does not honour the 
1991 peace agreements by then. 

“The Angolan army’s push 
against UNITA positions in cen- 
tral and southern regions this 
month has shaken the rebel i 
movement, the Jomal de Angola I 
newspaper said here Monday, j 


5 Filipino prisoners 
escape jail using 
guitar • 


MANILA (R) • — Five Hfipino 
prisoners broke out of jafl Mon- 
day by using the strings of a guitar 
to saw off the thin metal -ban of 
their detention cell In Manila's 
Paranaque district, police, said. 
Some of the prisoners pretended 
to play the guitar and sang songs' 
to cover np the pre-dawn escape. 
The window opened to a street 
where witnesses saw the five pris- 
oners get intoa-van heading for a; 
residential area near the financial 
district of Makati, police investi- 
gator Maximo Perez said by tele- 
phone. The five, ranging in age 
from 30 to 40, had been jailed for 
crimes ranging from illegal pos- 
session of drugs to robbery. ' 
Police launched a manhunt for 
the prisoners. 


China cracks 
biggest pornography 
case since 1949 


J®®®*® (R) — Police in north 
Quna have cracked the biggest 
pornography case since the Com- 
munist, state was set up in 1949, 
seizing 680,000 salacious maga- 
zmes, the official Press and Pub- 


.. . . — wo ruo- 

nsbing Journal said Monday The 
rase involved five printing factor- 
jes in the provinces of Hebei and 
Shandong, which in the past two 
years produced 850.000 illegal 
publications, including the por- 
nographic magazines. After a 
shipment of magazines was undo- 
JJ”®* 1 ..®' Webci’ police arrested 
the chief of one of the factories 
and two of his assistants,- The 
factory, set op without a licence 
in February, had 45 staff, indud- 
mg E 2° women — the youngest 

under 13, tht newspaper' said 

Venice gondoliers 
repayfleeced 
French tourists 


crackdown on corruption, putting 
ms house in order for parliament 
tary elections he hopes will take 
place this autumn. More minis- 
ter may follow Security Minister 
Viktor Barannikov, sacked for 
unethical behaviour, and Mr 
Glazyev. 

But it is undear how far Mr. 
Yeltsin can nsfe going in his purge 
without undermining his owi 
inl| erited 

from the Soviet order and 
SS**" the chaos of Rus- 
Mi inarket ttansition, seems to 
know no political boundaries. 


“This firm hangs like a dark 
shadow over Russia, its aim to 
undermine our economy,” he 
■said. 

But Mr. Yeltsin and his con- 
servative rivals differ on who 
stands atop that pyramid, con- 
trolling the officials, taking the 
bribes. Mr. Yeltsin's commission 
points the finger directly at pres- 


ky was trying to compromise him. 
For all the turmoil of the post- 


Soviet era, Russia has bfeen 
spared the political violence 
blighting other former republics. 

But in the early hours of Sun- 
day, three shots shattered win- 
dows at a Moscow building hous- 
ing Russia’s Ministry of Informa- 
tion and the office of Mr. Yeltsin 
aide Mikhail Poltoranin. 


^WCE, Italy (R)-] 
ful Venetian gondolier! 
together to pay back 
couple charged an e*t 

^OOO^tStoYfor 

nde along the city’s ca 
torn newspapers report 
from 

had fled a formal comt 
fore they went borne « 
They received j 

“to expressing “ptoft 
grots at the incident. 
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Sports 

World Cup 

Bolivia 
about to 
qualify; 
Brazil win 

% Associated Press 

®?UyiA VIRTUALLY clin- 
ched its first World Cup berth 
s>nce 1950 while Bruiil a.id 
Argentina both rook the lead in 
rneir respective groups with vie- 
jon« Sunday as south American 
World Cup qualifying started to 
IO °*the way most had predicted 

The Bolivians,, the surprise of 
the tournament, broke open a 1 -0 
game at halftime with six goats m 
the second half, two each bv 
Milton Melgar and Marco 
Etcheverry to rout Venezulca 7-0 
and cam their fifth victors in as 
many games, 

Ouiscoring opponents 20-2. 
Bolivia has 1U points, four better 
than Brazil and six better than 
Ecuador and Uruguay. Bolivia, 
Brazil and Ecuador have three 
games remaining. Uruguay has 
four. Only the top two lea ms 
from South American Group B 
will qualify for the 24-tcam World 
Cup field in the United States. 

Brazil claimed second place in 
the group with a 2-0 victory over 
Ecuador and Argentina moved 
back ahead of Colombia and into 
the group a lead with a 2-1 victorv 
over Peru. 

Colombia slipped behind on 
goal differential with a l-l draw 
at Paraguay. 

In Europe, Martin Dahlin 
saved Sweden with France and 
keeping both atop Group 6. 

Bolivia's victory set off celebra- 
tions throughout the country and 
La Paz streets were filled with 
fans waving flags and banners. 

It was Bolivia's second rout 
over Venezuela, having won 7-i 
on July 18 in both team's openers 
in Puerto Ordaz. Venezuela. 

In Sao Paulo, Brazil, Bebcto 
scored one in the first half and 
then set up Dunga far another in 
the second in a match that may 
not please all of Brazil's critics, 
but should at least tame them for 
the moment. 

With a defence that didn't re- 
quire goalkeeper Claudio Taf- 
farel to make any saves. Brazil 
-2-1, 

two Group B 
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World Athletics Championships 


China sweeps women’s distance events 

Russia; U.S. win relays as competition ends 


utre 

iarel to make an 
improved to 2 


Ecuador and Uruguay in thet2ce 
for the second of ti 
berths. 

In Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Gabriel Batistuta and Ramon 
Medina Bello scored five minutes 
apart in the first half to pace 
Argentina. 

Batistuta gave Argentina the 
lead in the 33rd minute and Medi- 
na Bello added his in the 38th to 
the delight of the capacity crowd 
of 50.000 at River Plate Stadium. 


STUTTGART IAFP) — The 
United States' magnificent 
quarter- rmlerv brought the WurlU 
Athletics Championship to a glo- 
riotrt end Sunday with a world 
record run in the relay. 

And but fur a photo-finish de- 
cision which went the other way, 
the Americans would have won 
all four relays on the final day. 

Gail Devere-j had missed her 
third gold medal when Inna I*ri- 
valova dosed her eyes and heat 
her in a photo-finish to the 4 * IfH I 
relay. 

Michael Johnson, (he indi- 
vidual gold medallist, anchored 
the 4x4(JUm win in 2 min 
54.2yscc. 

That sliced 1.34 sec off (he 
standard set in lost year's Olym- 
pics when the only difference was 

that Steve Lewis was running. 
Butch Reynolds, individual silver 
medallist, replaced him heic fur 
his first gold medal since anchor- 
ing the U.S. team in ihe 1987 
World Championships. Andrew 
Valmon and Quincy Watts ran 
the first iwo legs 

Johnson wav unofficially timed 
at 42.9bscc for (he last leg, beat- 
ing the previous fastest ut 
43.1 sec, set by W'atts in the 

second leg in Barcelona. 

That took the United Stales' 
medals to 13 gold, seven silver 
and six bronze. 

Jeari Miles, (he women's -KHIm 
champion, won her second gold 
by a nchonng the U. S relay team . 

Privalova's strong finish 


bftHigfr~ftiiv.ia only their third 
gold medal. Their 3-K-5 tally put 
them second to China who com- 
pleted a clean sweep of (he 
women's distance races when Liu 
Doug won the 1 .SUUiii. Qu Yunx- 

ia won the 3,UXlni and Wang 

Juitxiii tout the 10,000m. 

China's cither gold came from 
shot putter Huang Zhihting who 
in Tokyo two year;, ago became 
the first Asian world champion. 

Samson Kittir llung himself 
across the line to win a silver for 
Kenya in (he men s 4x400 relay. 

That wav their second of thj; 
day after Mow. Tanui lost his 
shoe and the race to Ethiopia’s 
Haile Ciebresilasic on the final 
lap of the Iti.ddOm. 

Tanui, champion tn Tokyo in 
199!. kicked his vhoe away tit the 
start of the last lap but despite 
opening up a cap oil the buck- 
stretch hr was overtaken 30 
metres from the finish. 

1 Its shoe came of! when Gcbrr- 
■.illiMC, wh»» h.ul tol lowed the 
thiee Kenyans throughout the 
race. truJ on his heel. 

A Kenyan protest was rejected 
and the flliuopiaii, who had 
timed his finish too late to catch 
Kenya's Ismael Kirui in the 
5,OOtim could keep hr. gold. 

Kenya's three (told medals, 
which placed them level with 
Britain m fourth place, came 
from Ismael Kami. IY. who wmi 
the s.UUtlin, Moses Kiptan ui in 
the 3,UtXJro steeplechase and P.iul 
Rulu in the SOOin. 



The ll.S. 4x 400 metre relay team or (leR to right) Butch Reynolds, 
Andrew Valmon, Quincy Watts and Michael Johnson pose in front of 
the scoreboard after winning goM and setting a new world record 
(AFP photo} 



U.S. sprinter Make! Malone right passes the baton to Natasha 
Kaiser-Brown during the women’s 4x400 relay race (AFP photo} 


Linford Christie, 100m cham- 
pion, and Colin Jackson, 110m 
hurdles winner, collected silvers 
as the British 4 x 400m relay 
squad finished behind the United 
States. 

Britain's other gold medallist, 
intermediate hurdler Sally Gun- 
nell. won a silver in the women's, 
4v4UUm relay. 

Jackson and Gunnell, along 
with Russian triple jumper Ana 
Biryukova, were (he only other 
world record-breakers at these 
championships. 

A world junior record for the 
wumen's lU.UOUm was erased 
when China's Wang Junxia re- 
vealed she was born in 1973 and 
not in 1976. 

World record-holder Javier 
Sotomayur added the world 
championship to his Olympic title 
in the high jump for Cuba's 
second gold medal. 

loamnet Quintero had won the 
women’s high jump on Saturday. 

Tina Hattestad won Norway's 
only gold medal in the women’s 
javelin. 

Merlene Ottey, denied the 
100m title by a questionable read- 
ing of the photo-finish, won her 
first championship gold medal in 
13 years of top competition in the 
200m. She added a bronze in 
Sunday's sprint relay but could 
not say if. at 33, she would go to 
Gothenburg for the next cham- 


pionships in two years’ time. 

Carl Lewis, involved in two of 
the most memorable highlights of 
the Tokyo Championships, failed 
to win anything here but refused 
to admit a glorious career was 
over. 

His lOUm world record win in 
Tokyo and a marvellous, long 
jump battle with Mike Powell, 
who eventually wrote Bob 
Beamon's name uut of the record 
charts, may not have been quite 
matched here but standards as a 
whole were higher 

TTie medals were more widely 
spread js they went to athletes 
from 3o nations agamst 29 in 



Cuban Javier Sotomayor clin- 
ches his fist after winning the 
gold in the high jump (AFP 
photo) 


Tokyo and 5? countries, 11 up on 
Tokyo, placed athletes in the top 
eight. 

Three athletes from the former 
Soviet empire were caught using 
drugs. 

Dmitry Polyuntn of Uzbekistan 
was stripped of his men's javelin 
bronze medal. Lilya N'ururdinova 
of Russia, and Lithuania's Olym- 
pic discus champion Roman 
UKirtas. face four-war bans for 
steroid use. 

Nurutdinova, world champion 
in Tokyo in 1991 and Olympic 
silver medallist lost year, finished 
seventh in the women's SOOm 
final after failing. Ubanas was 
fourth here. 

Morceli ends controversial 
week in style 

At lost people talked about his 
pace instead oi his price. 

Noureddine Morceli. who 
threatened to boycott the World 
Athlerics Championships because 
no prize money was being paid, 
walked away with the most presti- 
gious medal of all when he suc- 
cessfully defended his 1,500 
metres title Sunday. 

The Algerian world record hol- 
der burst 2 way from the field in a 
brilliant Iasi lap to win the blue 
riband event in three minutes 
34.24 seconds with Olympic 
champion Fenr.in Cacho of Spain 
in his wake. 

Cacho. who was left in Morce- 
li 's slipstream 300 metres out, 
finished second in 3:35.56 with 
Abdi Bilke of Somalia third in 
3:35.96. 

Morceli ended the most con- 
troversial week of his life wrap- 
ped in an Algerian flag as he 
jogged around the Stuttgart track 
in a lap of honour. 

More attention has been focus- 
sed on Morceli's protests about 
appearance money in Stuttgart 
than his form on the track. 

The Algerian alleged that 
eight-times Olympic champion 
Carl Lewis was paid appearance 
money — a claim vehemently 
dented by both Lewis's manager 
and the sport's governing body, 
the International Amateur Athle- 
tic Federation (lAAF). 


Courier beats Becker; Graf overcomes Capriati 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Amer- 
ican Jim Courier concluded an 
exceptional week at the SI. 04 
million RCA Championships 
Sunday with an impressive 7-5 6-3 
victory over Boris Becker of Ger- 
many. 

The second-seeded Courier 
could not have asked for any 
better preparation, or position to 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« T ANNAN HtRSCH 
eira 


answers to weekly bridge quiz 


Q. 1 — Neither vulnerable, u South 
you hokL 

*10 <7X952 0KQ107 +AJ74 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
I •> Pul 1 ? P«rt 

7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — In support of beans, your 
hand revalues to some L6 points, 
which ia borderline for a simple 
raise to two hearts and a jump to 
three hearts. Since only the jack of 
dubs might be a wasted value. We 
favor the aggressive action. Bid 
three beans. 

Q.2— -Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*10 7K83 0AQJ86 *QJ98 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 0 Paaa 1 C P mm 
y 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The due to this answer ties in 
Lbie previous example, where we had 
four-card support for partner's suit 
»nd the some high-card count. With 
only three hearts, this h a n d is not 
aa good as the first, so we would 
treat it aa a minimum opener worth 
only an immediate raise to two 

hearts. Rebidding two clubs ia a dis- 
tant second choice. 

Q.3— -Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

-*AKJ <797 01093 4KJ1054 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pam 1 7 P ia 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Only two bids come into con- 
sideration— a rebid of two dubs or 
one no trump. (If you're one of 
those “inventive' 1 souls who bid one 
spade, slap the rest of this quiz.) 
Since this ie essentially a holinnrd 


hand, we opt for one no trump, even 
t ho ugh the diamond stopper is non- 
existent. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*9942 774 6109853 *72 
The bidding has proceeded 
Sooth West North East 

Pass Paaa Z • DU 

7 

What action do you take? 

A.— You prarH initially because 
you bsve nothing, and not even 
four-card support for partner's suit 
changes that No matter bow you 
look at the band, it's miserable. 
Pais, and spare partner from get- 
ting inv» trouble. 

Q4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold 

*4109542 7963 OA *1098 
The bidding has proceeded 
North East South West 

1 7 Pass 1 • Paaa 

2 0 Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — There ia no law that says you 
have to rebid a six-card suit, espe- 
cially this poor one. Chances of 
finding partner with support ore 
slight, and you know you have a 
combined eight-card heart fit. Take 
a preference to two hearts. 

Q.6 — A* South, vulnerable, you 
KaM 

*AXJ74 vAJ»875 v7 *K 
What is your opening bid? 

A. — It's simply a question of 
whether you rale the hand worth n 
reverse, in which case you should 
open one heart; or not, in which 
case you open one spade and rehid 
hearts aa cheaply aa possible. Ex- 
change the king of chibs for a low 
heart and one heart, followed by ° 
reverse into s pades , would be clear- 
cut. As it is, our choice is an opening 
bid of one spade. 


be in, heading to the U.S. Open 
the week after 'next. 

Courier will jump to the tup 
spot in the world rankings, (hanks 
to Pete Sampras losing to un- 
heralded Patrick Rafter earlier 
this week. 

Until now, summer has not 
been treating Courier to well, 
after losing the Wimbledon final 
to Sampras, Courier made early 
exits in Montreal and Cincinnati. 

But things changed dramatical- 
ly here. 

Courier did not drop a set all 
week on the way to his victory 
and he only lost his serve twice 
while facing 12 break points in 46 
service games this tournament. 

"It is the best 1 have felt going 
in (to the Open}," he said. “Who 
knows what that means. 1 felt 
pretty poor the last two years and 
reached the finals and semis at 
the Open.” 

Courier won SI 44 ,01)0 for his 
fifth title of the year. Only Sam- 
pras and Austrian Thomas Mus- 
ic^ have won as many titles in 



Jennifer Capriati 


1993. Only two of his 14 career 
titles have come between July 
and December. 

The fourth-ranked Becker, 
who won $75,905, was hoping to 
win his third title of 1993. Even 
though he lost, he was encour- 
aged by his performance. 

"I've come from a real first- 
round struggle to the final where 
I was playing really good against 
Jim,” said Boris. "1 think this was 
probably one of my best tourna- 
ments all year, even though I 
didn't win it. Just one week be- 
fore the last grand slam of tne 
year, it is very encouraging.” 

Graf beats Capriati: Steffi Graf 
won her fifth -consecutive tourna- 
ment on Sunday, coming back 
from a mid-match battering to 
beat American Jennifer Capriati 
6-1 (J-6 6-3 to win the $750,000 
Canadian Open. 

The top seeded Graf earned 
$150,000 for her victory at the 
■hard court event and has now 
won five tournaments in a row 
dating back to the German Open 
in May. 

Graf, ranked number one in 
the world, took the first set easi- 
ly, winning five consecutive 
games after both players had held 
their opening serves. 

"I couldn't have played much 
belter in the first set,” Graf said, 
"my forehand was working in- 
credibly well." 

In the second set, the sixth- 
seeded Capriati, capitalising on a 
rash of errors from GraFs 
vaunted forehand, turned things 
around and took just 24 minutes 
to record a rare love set (6-0) 
against the 24-year-old German. 

The last was in May in the third 



Steffi Graf 

round of the German Open in 
Berin when her compatriot 
Sabine Hack won the first set 6-0 
before losing 0-6 6-3 6-2. 

Capriati, ranked nine, lost her 
serve in the opening game of the 
final set and soon found herself 
trailing 1-5 as Graf regained the 
form she had displayed in the first 
set. 

Capriati, playing with renewed 
vigour and enthusiasm, which she 
attributed in part to not having 
the distraction of her studies be- 
cause she is on summer holiday's 
before her last year of school, was 
pleased with her performance. 
■*Tm very happy with th’e way I 
played to get to the final,” she 
said. 

Medvedev beats Korda: In New 
Haven. Connecticut. Andrei 
Medvedev, an 18-year rising star 


from Ukraine beat Petr Korda of 
Cezchoslovakia 7-5 6-4 to win the 
$1.04 million Volvo International 
tennis tournament Sunday. 

Medvedev, the fifth -seed who 
won $152,000, was helped by 
Korda’s 42 unforced errors. It 
was the third singles title of the 
year for the young power-hiuer 
from Kiev. 

A crowd of 11.347 saw the 
78-minute match at Connecticut 
Tennis Centre. 

Medvedev was down 3-5 and 
three set points in the first set 
before turning things around. 
Korda held a 5-2 lead in that set. 

“I came out with my legs feel- 
ings sore and I wasn’t running 
very well," said Medvedev, the 
youngest winner in the tourna- 
ment's 21-year history. "And 1 
knew the only chance I had to win 
was to serve well and to run.” 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consists ot 3 .bedrooms, lounge, 

dining room, veranda. 

Rent to be paid annually. 

Location: Gardens Street. 

Call tel.: 835562 


FURNISHED ROOF 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, living room, 
dining room, 3 bathrooms and telephone. 
Location: Gardens Street. 

If interested please call: 
662190/694870 
Mr. Ala’ 



Katrin Krabbe 

Krabbe banned for 2 years 

STUTTGART (AP) — The international Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion banned German sprinter Ivatrin Krabbe for two wars effective 
Sunday for bringing the sport into disrepute, track" sources said. 

Krabbe. winner of the 100 and 2u0 at the World Cham- 
pionships, was suspended for four years after failing an out-bf- 
com petition drug test last year. 

In contradiction of IAAF sanction*, tha German Federation DLV 
reduced the suspension to one year. The OLV said it had no 
provisions for out-of-competition resting in i:* our. rules and that 
German courts don't accept a four-year ban. 

In May. the IAAF Council said Krabbe wo&id remain suspended 
until it decided whether the case needed to go so arbitration. 

The German Federation has been pushing the IAAF Council to 
make a final decision or take the cose to arbitration. I 

The avoid arbitration, the council decided to suspend Krabbe for 
two years for bringing the sport into disrepute, but not on doping 
charges. No arbitration can be called in case an athlete is suspended 
on disrepute charges, said the sources, who spoke on the coifitiontof 
anonymity. - 

The ban means Krabbe will not be able to compere at the 1995 
World Championships in Goteborg. Sweden, just as she missed thfc 
worlds that ended Sunday in Stuttgart. 

Thorsten Heuser, Krabbe’s legal adviser, said he would put 
pressure on the German Federation to request arbitration. But 
Heuser spoke before it became clear that Krabbe was being banned 
on disrepute charges, not for doping. 

German track sources have said that the IAAF Council feels it 
would lose its case before an arbitration panel. 

Krabbe already won an earlier doping case that went to arbitra- 
tion. 

^Tljq. IAAF two-year ban also covers two other German sprinters. 
Grit Breuer and Manuela T)err. 

The sources said Krabbe and the two other sprinters had admitted 
taking clenbuterol, and had made hostile statements directed at the 
IAAF, providing the reason to ban them for bringing the sport into 
disrepute. 

Krabbe admitted taking asthma medicine which contained clen- 
buterol, but said she didn't know it was illegal. The IAAF considers 
cleanbuterol a banned substance. 

When the German Federation banned Krabbe for a year, it said 
she was guilty of "medication abuse." 

The German ban was to have expired on Aug. 14. when the World 
Championships began in Stuttgart. 

Three other doping cases were on the agenda of the council, but no 
decision was immediately known. 

John Ngugi. the five-time world cross-country champion from 
Kenya, was banned for four years after refusing to subm : t to an 
out-of-competition test earlier this year. The Kenyans are pressing 
for an arbitration hearing in the case. 

Iris Biba, a German 10,000-metre runner, is contesting a drug ban 
on grounds of "exceptional circumstances." 

So is Russian Hurdler Lyudmila Narozhilenko, who claims that her 
estranged husband put steroids into her prescribed medication.* 


In Swelfyeh 

Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Three bedroom apartment available with three baths, living & 
dining rooms. Separate central heating, office, complete kitchen 
and new furniture. 

Location: Sweifyeh, Ahmad A1 Sukhni St 

For more Information, call 693917 
between 8-12 a.m. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

LOCATED AT ABDOUN, NEAR AMERICAN EMBASSY* 
175 SQ.M., 2ND FLOOR. THREE BEDROOMS. THREE 
BATHROOMS, MODERN KITCHEN. DINING ROOM, DE- 
LUXE, SITTING ROOM. STORAGE ROOM, SEPARATE 
HEATING SYSTEM, LIFT AVAILABLE. . 

TEL: 69S341 
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Last Action Hero 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6: IS, 8:30, 10:30 

America Shikabika 

Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6:00, 8:15, 10:15 


Gnema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Adel Imam 

in 


Wad Sayyed A8 Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 


Gnema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Franky and Jany 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

On Thursday and Fnd'ay special show for 
children ai 1 1 a.m. a festival of cartoons. 


Tel.: 675571 

HabO Al Mashfinl Thants* 


Coming soon: 

Fuad Shomaly 
Abu Fayek 

in the popular comedy: 
Al ilmu Nuron 


Nabil & Hisharffs TeI " 625155 

AHL&N THEATRE 


Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
Conference 


ib** , 
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Egypt opens new trial, 


PLO facing 
confidence ■ 


limits media coverage 


crisis 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Military 
judges on Monday for the second 
time in three days limited news 
coverage at trials of Muslim ex- 
tremists accused of anti- 
government violence. 

The trials, where defendants 
are kept in courtroom cages, pro- 
vide a dramatic forum for the 
suspects to voice complaints 
against the government and 
accusations of prison torture. 

Western reporters were barred 
Monday from covering the open- 
ing of the trial of eight Muslim 
extremists accused of killing two 
people in a failed attempt to 
assassinate an army general. 

Egyptian reporters were 
allowed in as “ordinary citizens" 
and then agreed, after discussion 
with the judge, not to publish 
details that would be damaging to 
state security. 

On Saturday, journalists work- 
ing for foreign news agencies 
were blocked from a military 
court sentencing of Muslim ex- 
tremists for murder and the rob- 
beries of Christian jewellers to 
finance their radical activities. 
Four were ordered hanged. 

- A military intelligence officer 
told Western reporters Saturday 
they were barred because their 
coverage would be damaging to 
Egypt's image abroad. 

The limitations on coverage 
foUow renewed criticism of milit- 
ary courts after a civilian court 
nine days ago acquitted 24 sus- 
pected militants of murder 
charges, maintaining prosecutors 
had depended on evidence from 
confessions forced by torture. 

. The issue of mistreatment of 
prisoners has been a recurring 
theme at recent trials of extrem- 
ists. 

‘ Radicals have waged a violent 
campaign since early 1992 to try 
to overthrow Egypt's secular gov- 
ernment and replace it with an 
Islamic state. More than 190 peo- 
ple have been killed in their 
attacks or battles between the 
extremists and authorities. 

The militants brought to the 
Red Mountain courthouse in 
Cairo on Monday are accused of 
opening fire on July IS at the 
motorcade of Major General Os- 
man Shaheen. commander of 
Cairo’s central military area. 

He was not wounded, but two 
gunmen. 3 policeman and a pas- 
serby were killed. Six others were 
injured. 

The extremist A1 Gamma Al 
Istamiyah. claimed responsibility, 
saying the attack was to avenge 


the hanging of Muslim extrem- 
ists. Since December, 14 militants 
have been hanged after convic- 
tions by military courts. Twelve 
others still face death sentences. 

Four of the eight defendants in 
Monday's case are still at large. 
All face the death penalty if 
convicted. 

Defence attorneys told the 
head of the three-judge military 
court. Major General. Abdul 
Moneim Nafea, that two of their 
clients had been beaten in jail, 
Egyptian reporters said. The 
judge ordered the suspects ex- 
amined by doctors. 

The military prosecution sad 
the wounds were incurred when 
they were beaten by civilians 
during their arrest. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
started sending Muslim extremist 
cases to military courts in Octo- 
ber to speed up trials. 

The military court ordered a 
news blackout in the case just 
after the attack on Gen. Shaheen. 
The court ordered limitations on 
news coverage to continue when 
the case reconvenes next Sunday. 


members of Al Jihad group which 
they say is led by Ayman Al 
Zawahri who moves between 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran. 

Mohammad Siddiq Saljooque, 
the Afghan ambassador to Cairo, 
told Reuters about 30 0 Egyptians 
bad been living in Afghanistan 
but many of them had left. 

Pakistan has come under press- 
ure from the United States and 
several Arab states, particularly 
Egypt. Algeria and Saudi Arabia, 
who say Muslim militants were 
using its Peshawar province as a 
safe haven to plan operations 
elsewhere. 

Earlier this year, Pakistani au- 
thorities told Arabs in the coun- 
try without .valid papeis to leave 
or face arrest. 

Thousands of Arabs went to 
Pakistan to help Mujahedeen 
guerrillas in neighbouring Afgha- 
nistan during the 14-year war 
against the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment. Many of them stayed on 
after Moscow pulled out its 
troops. 


Sai’d 


LONDON (AP)— The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) is 
facing a confidence crisis follow- 
ing the resignation of Executive 
Committee members protesting 
the handling of Middle East 
peace talks, prominent Palesti- 
nian scholar Edward Saed said Mon- 
day. 

“I think we are at an enor- 


mously important crossroads,’ 
said Edward Sai’d, an author and 
professor at Columbia University 
m New York. 

Dr. Sai’d said Friday’s resigna- 
tion of poet Mahmoud Darwish 
and Sunday's announcement by 
Shafiq Al Hout that he was sus- 


pending bis membership in the 
PLO's executive body were 


Two killed in shootout 


Pakistan pleads inability 


Mi lit ants wanted by Egypt for 
bomb attacks and assassination 
attempts might be moving freely 
between Pakistan and Afghanis- 
tan under forged passports and 
false names, a diplomat said 
Monday. 

Islamabad had told Cairo it had 
been unable to trace in its any 
Muslim militants that the Egyp- 
tian authorities would like to see 
sent back, he added. 

A three-man Pakistani delega- 
tion visited Egypt at the end of 
June and held talks for three days 
with Interior Minister Hassan Al 
Alfi and other senior security 
officials. 

The Pakistanis provided de- 
tailed lists of Egyptians who vi- 
sited Pakistan but the Egyptians 
said there was no record of up to 
30 wanted militants. 

The Egyptian officials told the 
Pakistanis the suspects might 
have entered under different 


names and forged passports. 
Egyptian officials have raised 


the issue again after last Wednes- 
day's bomb attack on Gen. Alfi in 
Cairo. A government source said 
on Monday Cairo was pressing 
Islamabad to do its utmost to find 
and expel Egyptian militants. 

Security authorities, stumped 
for dues, believe the attack on 
Gen. Alfi was carried out by 


A policeman and a villager 
were killed in an exchange of fire 
Sunday in a police sweep to col- 
lect unlicensed firearms in vil- 
lages in a southern Egypt area of 
anti-government activism, the In- 
terior Ministry said. 

The ministry said in a state- 
ment issued in Cairo that a 
policeman was killed and three 
were wounded when gunmen 
opened fire as police entered the 
Village of Hawatka near Assiut, 
which is 320 kilometres south of 
Cairo. A villager died in the 
return fire, two were injured and 
three were arrested, the state- 
ment added. 

Assiut and nearby villages are 
strongholds for Muslim extrem- 
ists. 

But police said that the move 
into the village was to collect 
unlicensed arms used in southern 
Egyptian villages to settle vendet- 
tas, or feuds between families 
that grow out of individual 
clashes. Villagers often resist con- 
fiscation of their arms, and simi- 
lar shootouts have taken place in 
the past. 

A similar police push into other 
villages earlier Sunday resulted in 
the arrest of 45 people and sei- 
zure of dozens of weapons, police 
said. Some of those arrested were 
suspected members of outlawed 
extremist groups. 


Iraqis in Saudi camp 
seek refuge abroad 


Jordan followers want 


inquiry into Jadid death 


DUBAI (R) — Thousands of 
Iraqis who fled their country and 
took refugee at a remote desert 
camp in Saudi Arabia are seeking 
a new life in the United States. 
Europe and Iran. 


Abdul Mawia Al Solh, the Un- 
ited Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) repre- 
sentative in Saudi Arabia, said 
Monday 9,710 Iraqis had been 
resettled in other countries at 
their request since July last year. 

He said about 30,000 refugees 
were still at the Raffaa camp in 
northern Saudi Arabia, dose to 
the Iraqi border. 


fugees had been resettled in other 
countries, mostly the United 
States, Sweden, Finland, Nor- 
way, England, Germany, Spain, 
Australia, Denmark and Canada. 

He said 2,006 have been volun- 
tarily repatriated to Iraq — 192 
went back last week. 


By Sana Sahhagh 

Reuter 


AMMAN — Jordanian suppor- 
ters of Sal ah Jadid, the Syrian 


Mr. Solh said the last flight 
took 492 refugees to the United 
States on Aug. 19. 


“Many countries are still will- 
ing to accept more refugees from 
Rafha," Mr. Solh told Reuters. 

More than 28,000 Iraqis initial- 
ly took refuge at the camp after 
the 1991 Gulf war over Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Some were former prisoners- 
of-war who refused to go home. 
Others had fled fighting in south- 
ern Iraq between Iraqi troops and 
rebels. 

The numbers increased until 
the. end of 1992. But this year 
Saudi Arabia — which said it 
spent $400 million on the upkeep 
of the camp up to February 1992 
— stopped accepting new arriv- 
als. 

Mr. Solh said 7.704 Iraqi re- 


He said 1,256 refugees had 
gone to Iran since July 1992 and 
several hundred were expected to 
go there in the next few weeks 
after they requested to join rela- 
tives who had already taken re- 
fuge from southern Iraq. 

Iran said earlier this month that 
4,500 Iraqis, most of them dis- 
eased, had fled the southern mar- 
shes and taken refuge in Iran in 
the past two months and that 
15,000 more could follow. 


soldier and politician who died 
last week after years in custody, 
called on Monday for an inquiry 
into bow he died. 

General Jadid had been in jail 
since 1970, when be led the 
opposition to a coup by current 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad. 

“In the name of all his com- 
rades we demand a fall inquiry 
into the death of General Salab 
Jadid to dear up circumstances of 
his death,” said Hafcem Fayez, a 
former Baath Party leader jailed 
with Gen. Jadid after Mr. Assad 
seized power. 


Jadid in an Amman suburb on 
Monday to offer their condo- 
lences but the circumstances of 
his death .remained undear. 

“There are many unanswered 
questions as to the way he died. 
The actual date of bis death, in 
what condition he was taken from 
jail to hospital, when he was 
removed and what kind of medic- 
al treatment he received at the 
hospital,” said a Jadid supporter 
who asked not to be identified. 


Saudi Arabia said in May that 
13 people were killed, including 
four Saudi nationals who were 
burnt to death, when riots swept 
the Rafha camp in March. Some 
refugees demonstrated to de- 
mand that * Saudi authorities 
admit more Iraqis. 

The Saudi then allowed in a 
few women and children but di- 
plomats said there had since been 
no arrivals in the camp. 


“We urge Arab and interna- 
tional human rights groups to 
help us in this inquiry and to help 
in winning the release of all other 
prisoners, especially those who 
are in poor health.” 

Mr. Fayez was a member of the 
regional command of the Syrian 
Arab Baath Socialist Party and 
was among Syrian, Jordanian and 
Iraqi Party officials jailed in July 
1971. Syria freed him this year. 

Gen. Jadid, 69, was the party's 
assistant secretary-general and 
leader of the pro-communist fac- 
tion opposed to Mr. Assad. 

Hundreds of Jordanians visited 
the house of a son-in-law of Gen. 


Syria has not officially 
announced Gen. Jadid’s death 
but death notices appeared in 
some Damascus streets and near 
the hospital where bis family saw 
his body on Friday, relatives said. 

Relatives and supporters said 
his family found out about bis 
death on Thursday only when 
they went to get routine permis- 
sion to visit Gen. Jadid in jail. 

“They (police) kept them wait- 
ing for two hours before telling 
them they should go to Tisfareen 
hospital because Gen. Jadid is 
there for treatment,” said one 
man in touch with the family. . 

“They emptied the whole hos- 
pital floor before his family ar- 
rived. There was not even a 
doctor or nurse to tell them any- 
thing. His body was swollen, a 
sign that he died several days 
back. There was dried blood 
aronnd his ears, mouth and 
nose.” 


Afghan general conducts clean-up of militias 


By Terence White 

Agence France Presse 


HERAT, Afghanistan — Former 
pro-communist militia bands 
which have taken to banditry in 
Western Afghanistan are being 
disarmed in a special cleanup 
operation, a spokesman for re- 
gional leader Ismael Khan said. 

■“In response to a request from 
the people of Badghis province, 
Ismael khan decided to under- 
take a military dean-up with col- 
lection of heavy weapons,”, said 
Yousef, foreign affairs spokes- 
man for General Ismael Khan. 

He said that in an operation 
begun one month ago, 1,000 
small arms, such as Kalashnikov 
assault rifles, 50 artillery pieces 
and rocket launchers, and one 
million rounds of ammunition 
"have been surrendered in four 
districts of Badghis province, in 
the ‘western corner of Afghanis- 


tan bordering the former Soviet 
republic of Turkmenistan. 

Mr. Yousef said the operation 


urkmenistan. 


communist regime soldiers in 


April 1992, a large number of 
militia in Herat and Farah oro- 


of 600 men under Gen. Ismael 
Khan’s personal command was 
still underway, with just one dis- 
trict remaining. 

Gen. Ismael Khan, one of the 
most famous rebel commanders 
in Afghanistan, who became gov- 
ernor of Herat province after the 
early 1992 defeat of the Moscow- 
backed Afghan communist reg- 
ime. has already extended bis 
influence into other neighbouring 
provinces of Ghor, Farah, Nim- 
toz and Helmand. 

Ghor province was the most 
recent to have been brought 
under Gen. Ismael Khan's admi- 
nistration, said Gen. Aiauhuddin 
Khan, commander of Herat's 
17th infantry division, who was in 
charge of this operation. 

Although a general amnesty 
was offered to defeated former 


muitia in Herat and Farah pro- 
vinces, who had kept heavy and 
fight weapons, tried in October 
1992 to recapture Herat dty and 
the operational Shindand airbase, 
some 80 kilometres to the south. 

Said fo be backed by Prime 
Minister Gulbnddin Hekmatyar’s 
Hezb-e-Islami faction, the coup 
attempt was defeated by Gen. 
Ismael Khan, but small bands of 


Ismael Khan, but small bands of 
militia who had escaped capture 
existed as bandits in the sur- 
rounding countryside. 

“These militias continued to 
commit the same crimes against 
the people that they (fid before 
tiie Islamic victory,” said Gen. 
Aiauhuddin Khan. 

“They blockaded the main 
roads, looted and killed,” he 
said. 

Due to Gen. Ismael Khan's 
efforts in disarming these groups 


of bandits, the national highway 
from Herat to Kandahar is now 
open for regular traffic night and 
day, he added. 

In conjunction with cleaning up 
unlawful armed groups, Gen. 
Ismael Khan 4s rebuilding the 
Afghan army by recruiting rebel 
fighters into new provincial reg- 
iments and divisions. 

“We have invited all Mujabe- 
deen groups to join the new 
army, including Hezb-e-Islami,” 
said Gen. Aiauhuddin Khan. 

However there are some in 
Herat who see Gen. Ismael 
Khan, who like former Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah Masoud 
belongs to the Jaimat-e-Islami 
faction, as an empire builder 
brooking no opposition faction. 

“Whoever is opposed to Jamiat 
is called a militia,” observed a 
Herat resident who doubted the 
presence of real ex-communist 
militias in Badghis province. 



HOSTAGES: Alfredo Cesar, former president of foe windows “ “ 

Nicaragua’s National Parliament and H«nb« 1 » Group for 


PLO's executive body were 
“enormously agnificant.’’ 

“Both of them represent the 
last... independent figures inside 
the executive committee of the 
PLO,” Dr. Sai'd told British 
Broadcasting Corporation Radio. 

Mr. Hout citea “irresponsible 
and adventurous” policies to- 
wards the peace talks by the 
PLO's top leadership and accused 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat of 
mismanaging the movement's 
financial affairs. 

He also called for a meeting of 
the Palestine National Council 
(PNQ to adopt a clear policy 
regarding the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks, due to resume in Washing- 
ton on Aug. 31. 

Mr. Darwish told Mr. Arafat in 
bis resignation letter that he 
would rather quit than watch the 
group make concessions in the 
talks, PLO sources said. 

Dt. Sai'd asked whether their 
criticisms amounted to a crisis of 
confidence in Mr. Arafat, said 
“oh, absolutely.” 

He said the crisis was sparked 
partly by Mr. Arafat's leadership 
style, and also by “sacrifices” the 
PUD has made in the negotia- 
tions. 

He said Mr. Arafat “has sort of 
gone off on his own a bit. He is 
also surrounded by sycophants 
and not only that, but he's also 
very much a loner... has refused 
to delegate authority,” he said. 

“At the same time that his 
people in Washington have been 
negotiating in one direction, he’s 
been negotiating another, chang- 
ing his mind,” he said. 

“I think there’s an overall feel- 
ing that amongst Palestinians, 
myself included, that we gave up 
too many things just to stay in the 
negotiations according to the 
American and Israeli plan.” 


Nicaragua's National ramamem ana numw™ «« 

CastJBa both members of foe National Opposition holding some 35 hostages tochuUng Vice Presment 
Union (UNO) stand to their underwear to front of VirgUio Godoy (see page 8) 


Jordanian, Palestinian officials 


to discuss economic coordination 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


Amman meetings will include 
Samir Huleilel, Samir Bar- 


AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
cials and Palestinian delegates 
meet here Tuesday to discuss 
economic coordination during 
the five-year interim Palesti- 
nian self-rule period in the 
occupied territories and review 
a world Bank report on 
Palestinian economy. 

The Palestinian team, 
headed by Yousef Sayegh,' 
leader of the Palestinian team 
to the working committee on 
regional economic group of the 
multilateral phase of the Mid- 
dle East peace process, was 
meeting Monday to prepare 
for Tuesday’s meeting, said 
Ghassan Ai Khatib. a Palesti- 
nian peace negotiator. 


ghouti and Atef Alawneh, all 
from tiie occupied territories. 

The economic talks in Am- 
man are part of a series 
of meetings planned this week 
between Jordanian officials 
and Palestinian delegates and 
advisors on six joint commit- 
tees which were formed last 
month to study the various 
aspects of a future Jordanian- 
Pale stini an confederation, 
Jordanian and Palestinian 
sources said. 

Issues expected to be discus- 
sed in the economic context 
include possibilities of Jordan 
helping Palestinians set op pro- 
jects in the occupied territor- 
ies, exchange of Palestinian 
and Jordanian goods, the us- 
age of Jordanian currency in 
the occupied territories, 
reopening of Jordanian com- 
mercial banks there, and man- 
power movement. 

The Palestinian delegation, 
which has been bolding talks 
with Israelis on such issues in 
occupied Jerusalem and else- 
where. will brief the Jordanian 
side on the outcome of discus- 
sions with the occupation au- 
thorities. 

Faisal Hussein!, the overall 
bead of the Palestinian delega- 
tion to peace talks with Israel, 
met in occupied Jerusalem 
Sunday with senior Israeli 
Foreign Ministry officials on 
economic development of the 
occupied territories. Teddy 
Kollek,' the Israeli Mayor of 
Jerusalem, attended the meet- 
ing. 

Reports said the meeting fo- 
cused specifically on economic 
issues and possibilities of fore- 
ign investment m Palestinian 
projects. “Investment from va- 
rious sources, including Euro- 
pean sources, were discussed,” 
an Israeli spokeswoman was 
quoted as saying. 

Economic anlaysts have said 
that Israel is seeking to ensure 
that any Palestinian economic 


Officials said the Jordanian 
team to the meeting will be- 
headed by Minister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs Jawad 
Al Anani and will include 
senior officials from the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 

Dt. Khatib said the meeting, 
the first of its kind on an 
experts-level. “will focus on 
Jordanian-Palestinian econo- 
mic coordination” and that 
“political issues will be discus- 
sed in general terms.” 


The discussions will be li- 
mited to economic issues re- 
lated to the interim self-rule 
period and will not be linked to 
“the final status of economic 
ties” between the two banks of 
the River Jordan, other 
Palestinian sources said. 


“The talks will to no way 
overtap or have an impact on 
the final status political nego- 
tiations with the Israelis," said 
one source. Those negotiations 
are slated to start in the third 
year of the autonomy period. 


In addition to Mr. Sayegh, 
sad of the delegation ana a 


head of the delegation and a 
Tunis-based advisor to Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, the Palestinian team to the 


plan will somehow be tied to 
the economy of the Jewish 
state, particularly that the 
occupied territories are one of 
foe major markets for Israeli 
goods. 

On foe other hand. Jordan 
prefers to see foe Palestinian 
economy freer of all Israeli 
links. 

During foe Amman meet- 
ings, the Jordanians and l 
Palestinians will -also review a , 
report prepared by the World 
Bank on foe economic status of 
foe occupied territories. 

The report, which foe World 
Bank drew np in line with foe 
recommendations of foe multi- 
lateral working committee on 
regional economic develop- 
ment, envisages up to S10 bil- 
lion to be invested and spent 
on foe occupied territories in 
various infrastructure projects 
and improving social and 
health services. 


Very little details are avail- 
able on foe report and sources 
familiar with foe document say 
it is nor final yet. 

“Both Jordanians and 
Palestinians have reservations' 
on some of the contents of foe 
report,” said one source. 
“Both would like to incorpo- 
rate additions as well as 
amendments to the report." 

In foe initial stage, foe re- 
port recommends pumping up 
•to $1.2 billion into the occu- 
pied territories to set up infras- 
tructure and mobilise services 
in foe long-neglected land. 

It is not dear who would 
actually foot foe bill, but foe 
European Community, Japan 
and other countries have reaf- 
firmed their willingness to con- 
tribute to improving foe living 
conditions of foe Palestinians 
and shore up the economy of 
foe occupied territories. 


Dr. Khatib said no specific 
projects in foe report would be 
discussed. “We have not 
reached that stage yet," he 
said. 


King: No reversal of decision to cut ties 


(Continued from page 1) 


damentatist plot to assassinate 
him in June. 

Ten people accused of hatching 
foe plot, inducting six cadets at 
foe Muta University, will “be 
brought' to justice soon,” foe 
King said. 

“Everyone will be able to fol- 
low the details of the plot and its 
implications,” be said. 

The other four accused in the 


plot are leaders of foe outlawed 
Islamic Liberation Party (ILP). 


Islamic Liberation Party (ILP). 

Offidals said on Aug. 14 that 
eight ILP members and army 
cadets bad been arrested in con- 
nection with a plot to assassinate 
the King while he presided over 
the academy's graduation cere- 
mony in June. 

Two others are on foe run and 
will be tried in absentia. 

“The plot was discovered while 
it was being planned, and those 


directly implicated were 
arrested,” the King said. 


King Hussein said be was ”4fery 
shocked” when he heard of the 
plot but “not surprised because 
there have, been frequent 
attacks” on him during his 41- 
year reign. 

“Attempts on my life over foe 
past years pever stopped despite 
foe fact that I feel foe happiest 
person to view of foe respect and 
affection from the Jordanian 
family.” foe King said. 

“Throughout foe Arab and 
Islamic history and since the early 
caliphate days, prominent people 
have been exposed to assassina- 
tion attempts by certain- 'groups 
here and there. I am a believer in 
God and accept His judgement,” 
he added. 

“We had wanted Muta to be a 
unique university by all means, 
and, with God's help, it will be 
so,” the King said. 

Noting that Muta is in need of 
reorganisation in certain areas, 
he said: 

“It had never occurred to me 
that certain youths will go astray 


in this way. When foe group was 
discovered its members were put 
under surveillance, but when foe 
circle widened certain measures 
against them had to be taken 
immediately. Through investiga- 
tions, those responsible — the 
Islamic Liberation Party — was 
pinpointed and the group will 
now be referred to court." 

In reply to a question about 
Jordan's request to U.S. Secret- 
ary of State WarTen Christopher 
during his last visit to Jordan to 
end the siege imposed on Aqaba 
as part of foe sanctions imposed 
on Iraq, the King said: “We are 
awaiting a reply to this request. 
Indeed, this is a very serious 
matter and there is no justifica- 
tion for foe sanctions on Aqaba 
which are damaging foe Jorda- 
nian economy.” 

King Hussein said he planned 
to make a tour of a number of 
country by the end of this 
month. Thetouv will take him to 
Thailand, China, North Korea 
Japan and Singapore. 


Arafat arrives, says Jericho no substitute 


(Contained from page 1) 


PLO sources said Mr. Darwish 
resigned because he did not want 
to be associated with more con- 
cessions at peace talks with Israel 
and to protest at foe PLO's finan- 
cial crisis. 

Mr. Arafat said his visit to 
Jordan was primarily aimed at 
“reviewing foe negotiating pro- 
cess with King Hussein.” 

“We are nearing the 11th 
round of peace negotiations and 
that needs more consultations 
and discussions," Mr. Arafat told 
Jordan Television. 

He said he wanted to “listen to 
His Majesty’s viewpoint (on foe 
peace process) ... in order to be 


able to continue in this difficult, 
important and historic time that 
we all are undergoing.” 

“This time needs more firm- 
ness, unity and solidarity among 
all foe Arabs,” he added. 

The foreign ministers of the 
Arab countries taking part in foe 
peace negotiations with Israel will 
meet in Beirut on Friday to 
announce formally whether they 
will send negotiators back to the 
talks. 

But all foe parties, including 
foe Palestinians, are expected to 
attend foe talks. 

A PLO official said meanwhile, 
a breakthrough over interim self- 
rule for tiie occupied territories is 
possible to foe next round of 


peace talks. 
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Clinton plays in 
charity golf 
tournament 



MARTHA’S VINHYAKD, 
sachusetts (R) - 

Clinton helped, Martha^^ 
Vineyard hospital raise $54,000ra 


Y lUvYQi u T •_ • • 

charitable 'contributions by 
ine eolf. “Oh no” he,cned 


Ula ■ ' V 

st shot went awry. DurmgJL: 


drive shot later in the game, - 
shouted “whoa, mama. 
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Clinton participated in the nospa:- 
al's eighth annual golf touiBfc- 
ment with Washington power 
broker Vernon Jordan, who--.o\>' 
headed Mr. Clinton’s 
election transition to the 
House, as well as Assistant Attor- , 
ney General Webster HubbelL _* . \jss* 
and Sheldon Hackney, 
confirmed head of the National 
Endowment for Humanities 
Matthew Stackpole. president of 
the hospital foundation, said Mr. - fgy 
Jordan paid foe S250 entry fee foe Jr! 

Mr. Clinton and the rest of the . . 
foursome. He said contribution * --$?/■ 
this year totalled $54,000, the v-V' 1 
best year on record. Mr.- Orator, 
is on a 10-day vacation to this 
resort island 1 1 kilometres off the * 

coast of foe U.S. mainland, 


Surviving Siamese 
twin remains stable 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — Sfcyen- M *- . ■ 
week-old Angela Lakeberg re-,-^§s 
mained in critical but stable cop- : .;;v 
dition, 48 hours after foe opera- 
tion that separated her from heir ; #| 
late Siamese twin sister Amy. 

| Offidals at children's hospital of 
Philadelphia reported no change 
in foe infant’s condition, increas- ~3[~ 
tog hopes that the delicate, five- ££ 
and-a-half hour operation per- V 
formed Friday would prove sue- cT 
cessfoi. Amy and Angela were --'Jy 
bom joined at foe chest, sharing a .'-CT 
liver and a malformed heart, on 
June 29 at a hospital in - ^ 
Maywood, Illinois. Angela has 
already outlived two of foe three 
other chosen survivors in similar C , 
procedures performed previously . % 
at children's hospital, who lived -.±jy 


six and 12 hours, respectively. . j 
The third lived three-and-a-hafi- 


The third lived three-and-a-haft- 
mofltbs. Doctors said Saturday 
that itageia “is increasingly ac- 
tive with good blood pre s sur e and 
good circulation.” Her parents, 
Kenneth and Reitba Lakeberg, 
remained optimistic, “the main' 
thing here is that we tried," said 
Kenneth Lakeberg. “It was a 


planned pregnancy and we gave it ^ 

[ everything we got.” A funeral for ▼ i 
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Amy Lakeberg will be held Tues- | - 
day in foe Lakcberg’s home town 
of Wheatfield, Indiana. *4% 


Mexican defends 
‘miracle’ wafer 


TLACOTE (R) — Well-water 
from this dusty town, said to have ~. 
miraculously cured thousands 
suffering from everything from 
AIDS to cancer, has set off a row - 
with Argentine officials who fear 
it may cause cholera. Jesus Cha- 
hin Simon, who owns the well, 
claims foe water is getting an 
undeserved bad rap from Argen- 
tina, which has banned foe water.- - - 
“This water doesn't give anyone- 
problems. It is the first water to - ci 
cure cholera ,” Mr. Chahin told \ 
Reuters. Argentine health of&'A^ 
aals slapped a ban on imports of aji- 
foe water this week saying it bad "7; 


not been analysed and could car- 
ry bacteria. The move outraged 


hundreds of ill people and their 
I family members who had made 
the long journey from Argentina 
to this town 300 kilometres north 
of Mexico City — and weretmable 
to leave foe Buenos Aires Air- 
port with their jugs of water. 
Some Argentine travel agencies 
had put together package tours to 
tuts small dusty town for 1,200 
each, promising travellers can 

nnno honlr 0/1 II*— /m .. .. 
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bring back 80 litres (17 gallons) of ; 
water. Argentine offidals Friday 

granted a temmrani ‘•s 


granted a temporary reprieve lift-- 
mg the ban for 72 hours. _rj 


tor missinc 
AIDS monkey 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 

The Medical University of & 
Africa has offered a 1,000* 
(5295) reward for an esca 
monkey nsed in resear ^ ca 

acquired immune deficiency - 
drome (AIDS), the Sun 
Times newspaper reported \ 
verity staff, backed by a belie 
tor, have been searching foe h 
around Pretoria since Wednes 

“mraUy occurring form of 

5,™““ deficiency, 
weekly newspaper said The i 
«™«y said thfrisk of h™ 
infected with A) 

EBgffiS I 
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immune to HlV-liVo J 08 
^per said Univereity sSff 
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